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“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins." - Matthew 1:21
Thank you for all your contributions this year; this issue reports all the interfaith
events that have taken place in Surrey during Interfaith Week and much more. I
hope you all have a very festive and jolly time during this Christmas period and
Happy Christmas to all those celebrating.
Kauser Akhtar (Faith Links Adviser)
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk

Surrey Heath Faith Lunch and Peace Vigil
The Surrey Heath Faith Forum organised a
faith lunch during Interfaith Week at High
Cross Church, Camberley; everyone enjoyed
the ‘bring and share’ lunch followed by
discussions on how the faith communities
could serve the residents of Surrey Heath.
Everyone agreed there was a need to show
unity amongst the faiths, especially after the
recent Paris attack. From this discussion, the
Surrey Heath Faith Forum held a ‘Peace Vigil’ outside the Surrey Heath Council
Offices two weeks on from the attack.
Faith representatives at High Cross
Church, Camberley

Faith representatives from all the different faiths shared a reading about ‘peace’
from their scriptures and ended by saying
‘we commit to peace’. The vigil was
concluded with a minute silence to
commemorate the victims, their families and
all those suffering due to terrorism
throughout the world. Read more online.
The Surrey Heath Faith Forum will continue
to hold various meetings throughout the
year.
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Main Faith Festivals in
December 2015
6-13th: Hanukkah (Jewish)
8th: Bodhi Day (Buddhist)
24th: Mawlid un Nabi (Islam)
24th: Christmas Eve (Christian)
25th: Christmas Day (Christian)
26th: Zarathosht Diso
(Zoroastrian)

Faith representatives outside the
Council offices for Peace Vigil
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Freedom, Rights and Responsibilities
Representatives from the major religions spoke about their views on the topic in a reverent atmosphere in
attendance of some 40 people with the Mayor of Guildford Councillor, Nikki Nelson-Smith, opening the
session by lighting a candle for peace and welcoming all.
It was a very warm and positive event, with each of the Faith representatives sharing documents from their
own Scriptures in line with the theme of the 800th Anniversary of the Signing of the Magna Carta, with
devotional music/dance, candle lighting and closing prayers from each participant. With the sad events in
Paris, Beirut and Baghdad fresh in everyone's minds there was an atmosphere of shared concern and
commitment to a brighter future. We were very happy to receive a message from the Head Imam at Woking
Mosque and our hearts go out to the worldwide Muslim community who are being slaughtered in their own
countries and facing Islamophobia in their adopted countries.
Hindus opened with a presentation of Bharatnatyam dance by young Nishi Joshi
followed by presentations from the Jewish, Buddhist, Christian, Islam and the
Bahái Faith each opening with music or a prayer and then lighting a candle. The
Mayor of Godalming, Councillor Anne Bott, closed the event with a prayer written
by Mother Teresa. Donations of £70 were collected for the UNHCR whilst
attendees enjoyed follow up discussions and some refreshments.
“We have been arranging these annual Interfaith gatherings in Guildford for more
than 30 years - originally during One World Week and more recently for Interfaith
Week, with a different general theme each year. This is a great forum for bringing people together and
enlisting support for various causes..." (Carolyn Neogi, GGIFF
member)
This event was organised by Guildford and Godalming
Interfaith Forum and took place in St Nicolas Church Parish
Room on Sunday the15th of November.
Reported by: Trevor Jones (GGIFF member)

Annual Multi Faith Gala
Elmbridge Multifaith Forum held their annual gala on Saturday 28th November at Claremont Fan Court School
in Esher.
There was a wide mix of multi cultural entertainment from
Chinese dancing to the bachata and salsa. Attendees enjoyed the
entertainment while feasting on a buffet with foods inspired by
different cultures.
For more information about Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum please
visit: www.elmbridgemultifaith.org.uk
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An Evening of Religious and Cultural Identity
Baroness Warsi and Bishop Andrew Watson were the two guests of honour, speaking on “Valuing Culture and
Faith - the challenges of integrating into our society whilst retaining our identity”. The event was organised by
Woking People of Faith and took place in the HG Wells Centre on Wednesday, 18th November in front of 200
guests from the Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Jewish and Baha’i Faiths.
Bishop Andrew Watson of Guildford, formerly Bishop of Aston from 2008,
spoke of the need to feel confident in one’s own faith and that Christians
had become frightened of saying what they believe in case they offend
others, whereas other religions see this as Christians not believing in
anything. He offered a ‘roots down, walls down’ model for positive
dialogue and engagement which affirms openness to others, to learning
and to adventure from the basis of strong roots in one’s own faith. He
asserted that this ‘Roots down, Walls down’ engagement with people of
other faiths and cultures often makes one stronger and less defensive in your own faith tradition.
Baroness Sayeeda Warsi – lawyer, businesswoman, and the first Muslim to serve in a British cabinet – speaking
of the British Islamic identity, said that it is on a journey to its final destination and wondered whether the
wider British community could be patient. Many people round on the British Muslim community if they do not
immediately condemn and apologise for any and every terrorist attack carried out in the name of Islam by
extremists, forgetting all the publicity from the Muslim community attacking their actions as being against
Islam. The Baroness said she prayed, “Never to be on a long haul flight or away from Wi-Fi when an attack
occurs”, as within those few hours [an immediate lack of response could imply] she would be accused of
condoning terrorism.
Somia Shafiq - the Chair of Woking People of Faith - introduced the evening by first explaining the work of
Woking People of Faith as a charitable organisation led by members of different faith organisations and
individuals in Woking and the surrounding areas and supported by Woking Borough Council. It aims to promote
religious and cultural harmony for the benefit of the people of Woking to bring people of different faiths
together, to learn from each other and work with each other.
Somia Shafiq, Chair of Woking People of Faith, led a minute’s silence as a mark of respect for the victims of the
Paris attacks. She said: “When attacks like the one in Paris occur, communities should be able to understand
that their Muslim neighbour is not the one to blame for the actions conducted by a tiny criminal minority. And
by meeting people of different faiths, communities realise that everyone, regardless of their faith and cultural
backgrounds have similar hopes, dreams and plans for their futures.” This work is at the heart of what Woking
People of Faith does, in order to increase understanding and eradicate prejudice between different Faith and
cultural communities.
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Stay Well This Winter campaign takes to the road
The Stay Well This Winter campaign is aimed at helping people prepare against the onset of winter and to
raise awareness among those in key risk groups – such as the frail and elderly and those with long term
conditions and respiratory illnesses.
http://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/your-health/seasonal-advice/
Five teams will be highlighting the campaign at shopping centres throughout the country over the course of the
next five weeks and telling people how they can best ward off common cold weather-related illnesses.
The information is also available on the Stay Well website.
A Faithful Presence: Working Together for the Common Good
Together for the Common Good, a network working to build a
coalition of faith and non-faith people for the betterment of
society, has released a book exploring faith-based collaboration,
featuring case studies and real-world examples from churches that
have worked with other groups to run social action projects,
provide services, and build their community.
For more information please visit:
http://togetherforthecommongood.co.uk/resources/a-faithful-presence.html

Donate a present for an older person in hospital this Christmas
Each year hundreds of elderly people across Surrey spend Christmas in hospital, many will not have visitors to
share the day with. To show people we are thinking of them, we have partnered with Virgin Care community
hospitals to deliver presents to elderly patients who will be spending Christmas on their own. We are looking
for simple, practical presents that could help make a difference. Small gift bags with toiletries and bed socks
would be much appreciated. (Please indicate if your present is for a lady or gentleman). To donate, please drop
your gift bag into the local drop off areas listed below by Friday 18th December:
Guildford: Age UK Surrey, Rex House, William Road, Guildford, GU1 4QZ by Friday 18th December.
Haslemere: Collingwood Bachelor, Furniture & Linens Store, 40 High Street, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 2LA
Godalming: The Hub Godalming, 94 High St, Godalming GU7 1DW

Faith & Belief news from 3 Faiths Forum:









French Muslims fear repercussions from Paris attacks
How The UK Is Strengthening Interfaith Bonds After Paris Attacks
Dalai Lama on Paris attacks: 'Work for peace, and don't expect help from God and governments'
In nations with significant Muslim populations, much disdain for ISIS
No, one in five British Muslims doesn't support Isis
Britain's fear of Muslims 'needs to go'
UK faith leaders unite to challenge welfare penalties on larger families
Pope Francis says Catholics must be open to change
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Is It Your Right To Say What you Think?
I was once discussing an oil pipeline problem with a client who I knew to be devoutly Muslim. We needed to
pass a cleaning pig, but I was careful not to mention the word “pig” for fear of upsetting him. He smiled and
said “You know, Muslims are not offended by pigs. It’s only that they are forbidden to eat them”. We laughed,
but my ridiculous self-censorship had been racist. I’m sure my client felt it was.
In Britain today our concern not to offend and so avoid possible hostility has allowed censorship to creep in to a
degree that would not have been acceptable fifteen years ago. And what about atheists? They are often seen as
offending or attacking faiths simply by expressing what they, as atheists, believe.
Christ Moos in his talk “Freedom of Expression and Multifaithism” to Farnham Humanists asked: Are we
oppressing one group so as not to offend another? He described how he challenged that oppression by wearing
a Jesus and Mo cartoon tee-shirt that is popular with atheist students, at a Fresher’s Fair in the LSE. Perhaps as
predicted, the Students Union and the college authorities put a stop to his gesture because, they said, it might
offend Muslims and so risk the safety of students. Chris sees the Students Union as being politicised, and their
opposition to the wearing of the tee-shirts as a political act.
Chris Moos argued: If the college had been concerned for the safety of the students wearing the tee-shirts they
should have offered the students protection rather than suppressing the statement intended by their gesture?
In Britain, strong social disapproval would discourage the burning of poppies, blatant racist abuse or the
writings of one Joseph Al-Quaeda. There is clearly a trade-off between the right to free speech and the content
of free speech.
If we can reasonably predict that a gesture in the form of a tee-shirt will offend some Muslims, should their
feelings be ignored for the sake of a perceived “common good” in battling for freedom of expression? Does that
gesture further the mutual understanding and trust between Muslims and non-Muslims?
Arguably the tee-shirt gesture was taking a stand for freedom of expression, and to promote debate between
cultures and faiths in this country on issues such as Sharia Law, and atheism. And perhaps it showed solidarity
with those heavily persecuted for their beliefs in other countries. But was it the best way to achieve those
aims? Exactly how best to promote open debate and move towards resolution of points of conflict was hotly
discussed at the humanist meeting. The British Humanist Association, and Farnham Humanists, bring together
people of different faiths and secularists to explain and discuss differences. That is, after all, what freedom of
expression is for.
Reported by John de Prey (Farnham Humanists)
Surrey Muslim Association Press Statement
The newly formed Surrey Muslim Association have released a press statement post the Paris attack. Read
online:
http://www.surreymuslims.org/Press-Statement-Paris/

Community Christmas
Community Christmas believes that no elderly person in the UK should be alone on Christmas Day unless they
want to be. Find out what’s happening local to you: http://communitychristmas.org.uk/
A directory of events at Churches has also been put together, which can be found online:
http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events

PAGE 6

SURREY FAITH LINKS

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

First Steps Programme
The Faith Based Regeneration Network, in partnership with Locality, the Community Development Foundation
and others has launched a new programme of support for local community action, funded by the Department
for Communities and Local Government, called ‘First Steps’. The programme will initially be working to support
at least 115 local neighbourhoods or areas to work collaboratively in their communities to create a community
action plan by March 2016. Grants of up to £2,500 are available to assist community groups in putting together
their first plan. The Starter Pack and Guidance Notes can be downloaded from
http://cdf.org.uk/content/funding-programmes/first-steps.

Comic Relief Stronger Communities Grants
Comic Relief’s grants programme now has five themes, one of which is ‘Stronger Communities’. Grants for the
Stronger Communities theme are managed by Local Community Foundations and range in size from £1,000 to
£10,000 per year. Priority is given to small, locally-based groups or organisations in areas of disadvantage that
have a clear understanding of the needs of their community and are undertaking actions as a means of
addressing these needs. Anyone wishing to apply for a Local Communities grant should contact their local
community foundation. Further details can be found online at
http://ukcommunityfoundations.org/programmes/comic_relief/.

Heritage Lottery Fund grants to commemorate First World War
The Heritage Lottery Fund has made an additional £4million of funding available so that more communities can
get involved in projects marking the Centenary of the First World War.
Projects applying for funding must be able to meet one of a number of successful outcomes based on heritage,
people and communities. Grants can be given between £3,000 and £10,000. There is no current deadline for
applications.
Further information can be found at
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/first-world-war-then-and-now.

Near Neighbours Programme
The Near Neighbours programme, a partnership between the Church Urban Fund and the Archbishops’ Council,
awards small grants of between £250 and £5,000 to projects that enable people of different faiths or none to
work together for the benefit of the community. This is a rolling programme with no deadlines available in
certain parts of England (maps showing eligible areas can be found at
http://www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours/grants/eligible-areas).
Its second phase is due to run until December 2015.
Details on eligibility and how to apply can be found online at http://www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours/grants.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS
RefuTEA: A simple Act of Kindness
Saturday 5th December
10.30-12.30
St Clare’s Church, Guildford, GU2 8JW
Come and join us for coffee, cake and bacon butties.
Collecting for Guildford People to People and The Refugee Council

Festive Social, Quiz & Mulled Wine
on Sunday 13th December at 7pm
Daniel Hall, Long Garden Walk, Farnham, GU9 7HX
Everyone Welcome – Do come and join us!!
Please bring a plate of food to share and something to drink.
There will be mulled wine and a non-alcoholic punch.
Suggested donation of £5 to cover hall hire with the remainder going to our local children’s charity Disability
Challengers
RSVP Jennie by Weds 9th December
jennie@farnham.humanist.org.uk or 01252 723044

farnhamHUMANISTS www.farnham.humanist.org.uk

JOIN A WINTER WALK
Take a break from the December hustle and bustle and join Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking,
for a lunchtime winter walk. The route includes spectacular views and will last no longer than 60 minutes.
Living Streets and Guildford Borough Council encourage you to come alone or with friends and to walk at your
own pace.
Please remember to bring a bottle of water and wear appropriate footwear.
For further information and to register your interest please contact Living Streets Project Coordinator, Victoria
Spashett on: 07714 616 600 / victoria.spashett@livingstreets.org.uk
Monday 14 December 1pm, By the Millmead Lock Footbridge (Yvonne Arnaud Theatre side)

Find out what’s on for and around Christmas with the Diocese of Guildford:
http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-on/events
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YMCA East Surrey Challenge Events 2016: Making Lives Better
YMCA East Surrey Events 2016 NOW LIVE & ready to take bookings: Click here for a life changing & rewarding
experience
Cycling
Paris 321: Redhill to Paris, 175 miles in 1,2 or 3 days
Ride the Alps: Lyon to Nice, 424 miles, 45,000 feet of climbing, 5 days cycling
C2C MTB: St Bees to Robin Hood Bay, 203 miles off road, 22,000 feet of climbing in 3
days
Ride London: The popular 100 mile traffic free Olympic Route
Chase the Sun: 209 miles, 17 hours, dawn to dusk
FREE TRAINING SESSIONS AVAILABLE – More information:
http://www.ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk/training/
Trekking / Running
Brighton Marathon: Brighton is the NEW London
Y2Y North Downs Trek: 26.2 miles from Guildford to Redhill or 13.1 miles from Box Hill to
Redhill
South Downs Trek: Lewes to Eastbourne 26 miles
Fun Run: Races for Adult and Junior of all ages

Adrenalin Rushes
Skydive: Free fall from a height of 12,000 feet
Firewalk: Yes, walking over RED hot coals
Abseil: The Spinnaker Tower awaits from a height of 94 metres
Bungee: New this year – 160 feet of fun
Channel Challenge: 21 miles indoors on Concept Rowers across the English Channel
For up to the minute information on all our events throughout 2016, like us on Facebook and Follow us on
Twitter
A FREE Prevention Through Education Project workshop
Protect your premises: Crime Prevention - Fire Risk Assessments - Premises Licensing
The training is being run by Surrey Community Action, Surrey Police and Surrey Fire and Rescue Service, Woking
Borough Council and various District and Borough Councils around Surrey throughout the year
 19th Jan 2016 Dorking area
 23rd Feb 2016 Guildford area

All trustees, volunteers and regular hirers of a community or religious building should be encouraged to come
on the training. If you would like more information or to register please contact Karen Holdsworth-Cannon,
Community Buildings Advisor, Surrey Community Action, Guildford,GU4 7BR, Email: karenh@surreyca.org.uk

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Woking Debates 2016
Christ Church, Woking, GU21 6YG
11.00 am—12.30 pm
9 January: How do we prevent people becoming terrorists? Kevin Hurley (Police & Crime Commissioner), Pete
Dommette (Sussex Police, Prevent Team) and Zahid Iqbal, President of Peace Education Programme
(www.peaceeducationprogramme.co.uk)
13 February: How sustainable can Woking become? Speakers to be finalised.
12 March: The world in 2030: how can we provide sufficient water and adequate sanitation for everyone?
David Charters and son
9 April: Is Woking an integrated community? Kauser Akhtar and Dan Eley (Surrey Coalition of Disabled
People)
18 June: Refugees: Who is responsible? Nadia Potts from Red Cross and other speakers to be finalised.

Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum
Programme for 2016
Visits:
 The Armenian Orthodox Church in Kensington
 The Zoroastrian Centre in Rayners Lane
The Buddhapadipa Thai Buddhist Temple in Wimbledon

Talks and Discussions:






Talk by a Circuit Judge on faith issues in Court
The practises of different Cultures and Faiths in relation to: birth, marriage and death
Open discussion on the aims and objectives of EMF
True prosperity will be achieved only when women share responsibility equally. Discussion
Our young girls should not be exploited, mutilated or abused. What can be done—and what is our
role?
 Charity starts at home. So does Faith. What is the role of parents?
For more information please contact Geoffrey Morris, E: geoffreymorris@emas-bc.co.uk

REFUGEES!
Faith perspectives
An event organised by the Guildford and Godalming Interfaith Forum.
You will have the opportunity to hear from the different faith perspectives as well as some refugees. Followed
by a discussion.
Date: Tuesday 2nd February
Time: 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm start
Venue: United Reformed Church, 83 Portsmouth Rd, Guildford GU2 4BS
More information about speakers in the next newsletter, save the date! All welcome.

KAICIID SURREY FELLOWSHIP
Project: KAICIID Surrey Faith Fellowship at the University of Surrey supported by the King Abdullah Centre.
Project Summary: This course is for clerics and religious educators who want to explore a interreligious dialogue and how it can transform community development and social action in Surrey. The course will take place
over four weeks and will be a complete course on Inter Religious Dialogue. It is aimed at newly ordained, advanced seminarians or Religious Education teachers in the South of England (Surrey, Sussex north-east Hampshire and south London) and will take place in the new year.
Main Objectives:
Participants from at least three faiths will:
a. Learn about the theory and practicalities of interreligious dialogue.
b. Develop an understanding of the benefit of collaboration on social issues.
c. Develop understanding of other faiths
d. Develop common social programmes together with the support of Surrey Faith Links and the University of
Surrey
Developing Knowledge: The course will look at developing knowledge of other faiths, the theory and different
philosophies and theologies around interreligious dialogue and the practical issues of planning interfaith social
action.
Developing Projects Together: Participants will be encouraged to develop their own projects together. The
aim of these projects would be to develop social action in Surrey. These will be presented to a senior panel at
the end of the programme.
Dates: January 12th, 19th, 26nd and February 2nd.
Normal times: 18.30-20.30 at the University of Surrey.
How to apply: Please apply through members of the Faculty (see below)
A cv and covering letter explaining how you are suitable, what you hope to bring to the course and what sort of
social action interfaith project you might be interested in developing. We hope that you will consider being part
of the course and helping to transform and develop our communities in Surrey.
Deadline for applications: December 10th 2015
Faculty
Dal Babu: OBE was the most senior Muslim police officer in Met Police & OBE for delivering youth mentoring
projects to young people from socially disadvantaged backgrounds.
Priya Lukka: is the Chief Economist at Christian Aid and is Hindu. She has worked with NGOs in Gujarat.
Professor Geoff Hunt: is a leading international ethicist and teaches Buddhism
Canon Dr Andrew Bishop: is lead Chaplain at the University of Surrey.
Kauser Akhtar: is a Muslim leader & employed to create faith links by Guildford Diocese
John McCarthy: is a Catholic Chaplain and
has a background in business.
Alexander Goldberg: Heritage Chief of the
United Synagogue and former faith advisor
to the Government.

Surrey Faith Links c/o CET, Diocese of Guildford
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3XG
T: 01483 790334, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
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