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Surrey Faith Links
Some words of wisdom to ponder over this issue:
“Be kind, for whenever kindness becomes part of something, it beautifies it. Whenever it is taken from something, it leaves it tarnished.” (Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), Imam Bukhari’s Book of Muslim
Manners)
Do you have any words of wisdom for the next issue? If so, please do
let me know and I will add it here!
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I hope you benefit from this issue; plenty of information and events to
come. I am going on holiday but please continue to email any events
you are organising and I will include them in the next issue when I return on Monday 19th March. God Bless you
Kauser

If you are, SAdAS (Southern Addictions Advisory Service) may be able to
help
We have counsellors and outreach
workers in your area who are happy
to meet you and look at what would
help you get to wherever you want to
be in life.
Our outreach workers can visit you at
home, give support and advice on
local services and explore with you
what might be helpful.
We have trained counsellors at ven-

ues in Surrey who can meet you on a
weekly basis to explore and make
sense of feelings or beliefs that might
be contributing to your substance use
There are groups in Camberley and
Guildford where people give and receive support to each other either if
they want to stop their use or to stay
in recovery from using. We also run a
group for family and friends of substance users in Guildford and another
is starting in Redhill.
For more information contact us on
info@sadas.org.uk or 01483 590150
for a confidential informal chat about
whatever issues concern you

Main Festivals in
March 2012
 8th - Purim
 8th - Holi
 9th - Hola Mohalla
 18th - Mothering Sunday
 21st - Naw-Ruz (New Year)
 25th - Annunciation
 26th - Khordad Sal
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“THE YOUNG, THE OLD & THE FUTURE”
UN INTERFAITH HARMONY WEEK EVENT
Surrey Faith Links, Woking People of Faith, the
Bidshop of Guildford’s Christian-Muslim Forum and
the Shah Jahan Mosque in Woking, came together
on February 15 - during United Nations’ Interfaith
Harmony Week – to specifically look at more ways
of working together as people of faith for the good
of the local community.
Interfaith Harmony Week is supported by the United Nations and leading political figures around the
world and promotes good work between people of
all faiths and celebrates the common principle
which is shared between all traditions.
Over 100 people – representing almost all local
faith groups and community organisations - were
involved in the two-hour event discussing ‘The
young, the old and the future’. Central to the work
of the overall group were smaller workshops that
tackled current local issues, including Youth Unemployment – Woking has one of the highest unemployment rates in Surrey and this often hits the
young especially hard. Olympics Support was a
popular topic enabling delegates to learn more
about getting their communities involved in the run
up to the London games during the summer.

Another hot topic was Doing God Together – something New Labour famously didn’t want to do, but
the gathered workshop group thought could be a
friendly and safe context within which to explore
the complexities of our diverse faith communities.
Far from being a barrier to open communication,
‘doing God’ was seen as a positive way forward together. And one of the most popular discussion
groups centred around Tree Planting – backed by
Woking Borough Council and recruiting volunteers
from faith groups to establish a tree planting programme around Woking to improve the environment for all.
After a busy morning session, Bishop Christopher
briefly addressed the event over a friendly lunch –
generously prepared by the Mosque – and was
quick to point out that this was the best-attended
interfaith event in recent years and the subject
matter was encouraging for all involved in providing
local solutions to topical issues for faith communities. “We will pray for one another and continue to
work together for the benefit of people of all faiths
and none,” he said.

Fact file: Shah Jahan Mosque


Built in 1889 as the first mosque in northern Europe
 Renovated by the local community since 1995
and restored to its original elegance
 Now listed as a historical Grade 2 building and a
registered charity
 A focal point for five daily prayers and religious
education for adults and children
 Offers popular guided tours, often to schools, to
promote a better understanding of Islam and the
mosque
 Promotes peace and harmony within the community through interfaith events and welcomes people of all faiths or none.
Find out more at www.shahjahanmosque.org.uk

Pic Caption: From left to right: the Revd Andrew Bishop, Uni of Surrey; the
Revd Pippa Ross-McCabe, WPOF Co-ordinator; Simon Trick, Baha’i spiritual
assembly; Rekha Savania, SMEF and Hindu Associate Chaplain to Surrey
Police; Douglas Spinks, deputy chief executive of WBC, Imam Hashmi of
Shah Jahan Mosque; Naeem Razzaq, Chairman, Shah Jahan Mosque;
Kauser Akhtar, Surrey Faith Links; Bishop Christopher, Diocese of Guildford
and Philip Goldenburg, Guildford Synagogue & WPOF
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Farnham HUMANISTS
Enquiries: 01252 794021

www.farnham-humanists.org.uk

“THE BIG SOCIETY”
What is it? How can we play a part?
An open discussion with Jeremy Hunt MP Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport

Friday May 11th 2012
at 7.30pm. South Farnham School,
Menin Way, Farnham GU9 8DY
Admission free, all welcome, just turn up.
Plenty of parking

Humanism
Puts the HUMANity
Into
atheISM

Living with Pain?
a FREE social support Group for those living with pain
for anyone with physical, mental, emotional or spiritual pain.
We meet monthly: 7:30pm—9pm
23 Feb 2012
22 March 2012
26 April 2012
24 May 2012
28 June 2012

at: St John the Baptist church, Camphill
Road,West Byfleet, KT14 6EH
Why not come and enjoy?
For further information please contact:
Suzette Jones, Health and Wellbeing Adviser,
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford,
GU1 3XG
tel: 01483 790335
Email: suzette.jones@cofeguildford.org.uk
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New Project for Young People in Aldershot
At a time when youth unemployment is at record
levels a new project in Aldershot is helping young
people seriously improve their prospects of employment. BOOST stands for Bring On Opportunities, Skills and Training and is a free fourteen
week full time course for 16-25 year olds who
would otherwise be doing nothing.
The current Boost group have recently spent a
week repainting the toilets and revamping the
outside area of a scout hut in Aldershot. The outside space was transformed by sheer hard work
and determination, while the new paint job inside
is a definite improvement on what was there before.
Many of the young people have been unemployed for some time. Some only left school last
summer and have had no opportunity to work.
Others have been employed but personal circumstances, for example moving to a different area or
being made redundant, have led to current unemployment.
The Boost project facilitator, Art Porter, has
drawn on his years of youth work experience with
Guildford YMCA to devise the course with help
from young people themselves. It encourages
young people to engage with learning, working
towards basic qualifications in Food Hygiene and
First Aid, English functional skills level 1 and a City
and Guilds level 1. The young people are given

Second Thoughts
A programme of thought-provoking presentations in 2012.

group challenges to accomplish that require working
together and depending on each other, as well as challenging their expectations of themselves.
Earlier in the course a week on Dartmoor took the
Boost Group well out of their comfort zone, testing
their ability to follow instructions, stretching them beyond their limits and giving them a well deserved
sense of achievement when they accomplished more
than they thought possible. Before the work on the
scout hut could start they demonstrated their resourcefulness by raising a staggering £250 by running
a market stall selling cakes and bric a brac. They used
the money to buy painting and gardening materials
and spring flowering bulbs.
The current course is over half way through but a new
one will start on 5th March. Anyone wanting to find
out more can call Finlay Malcolm on 07717 533066 or
01483 888122.
A vital element of the course is getting some experience of a working environment. Placements can be
hard to find and some of the current team are still
looking for opportunities. Plantation youth workers
are on hand throughout the course to support the
young people in gaining their placements. If you can
offer something appropriate in the Aldershot area the
current Boost leaders Art and Dan Wilson would love
to hear from you. Please contact them on 07703
679163.

25th March
“A Reconstruction of the Last Week of the Life of Jesus”
Adrian Esdaile discusses the events of Holy Week and
the exact date of the Crucifixion and the Last Supper,

6.30 pm on each 4th Sunday in the month

questions that have puzzled scholars for centuries.

At St Martin’s Church, Church Street, Epsom

What are the questions and how do we face up to
them? How accurate can we be? Does this intricate and

This programme is prepared for the Group

detailed discussion give us fresh insights into the mean-

Ministry which includes St Barnabas, Christ

ing of what Jesus did and help us to understand more

Church and St Martin of Tours in Epsom

deeply the meaning especially of the Last Supper? Is it

All are very welcome

important?
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As we get closer to the Olympics, find out how you can get involved. Visit www.surreyfaithlinks.org for
more details.

LOCAL LEADERS PROGRAMME
The Local Leader programme is an opportunity for
people in communities across the UK to celebrate
the Games in their local areas.
A Local Leader is someone that gets stuff done.
They organise, they pull people together. They
have a passion for the Games and want to do
something to celebrate.
Local Leaders will get friends, family and neighbours ready to celebrate. From Gardening for the
Games to planning a Sports Quiz or an Opening
Night In. When they sign up they will get hints and
tips to help them plan their celebrations, plus access to exclusive toolkits as we get closer to the
Games.
You're likely to have loads of ideas of what you
could do with friends, family or even the whole
community. For example, garden for the games,
line the streets for the Olympic Flame, celebration
street parties, cultural events and quizzes.

SURREY YOUTH GAMES
The P&G Surrey Youth Games, sponsored by
Procter and Gamble, is the largest youth sports
event in Surrey with around 3,500 young people
from across the County taking part.
What are the P&G Surrey Youth Games?
The P&G Surrey Youth Games is a really exciting
sporting event which allows young people of all
ages to play a range of sports at a competitive level, against teams from the other 10 boroughs and
districts of Surrey.
What sports are avaliable?
This year's Surrey Youth Games consist of 13 different sporting events including badminton, basketball, boccia (a game that is aimed at participants
with disabilities, similar to bowls), boxing, cricket,
football, hockey, judo, netball, tag rugby, squash,
swimming and tennis.
Qualified coaches will run all sports, with the majority having direct links with local clubs with junior
sections It is a perfect chance to meet a club and

Be at the heart of the Games
This is your chance to be involved and have something to tell your grandchildren about. It’s a
historic opportunity to get into the spirit of the
Games, play your part and make the Games local.
Exclusive access
Local Leaders will receive updates with exclusive
Games content, hints and tips to help them plan
their event.
Tools to help Local Leaders plan and organise
We know you don’t need our help but in case
you’re stuck or short of time we’ve provided a few
tools to get you started:
−Email signature
−2012 planner
−‘How to Plan Your Event’ guide.
−‘Get your team together’ poster

Sign up at: www.london2012.com/localleaders
join in with them. The lucky ones who
are chosen for the various sporting
squads will be invited to some advanced
training sessions leading up to the
Games, to meet the rest of their team
mates, learn more about the sport, as well as learn
some special skills and tricks to help you do really
well at the Games.
Volunteer at the Games
Over 200 volunteers help to make the Games happen
each year. The range of roles completed by volunteers include:
 Taking coaching sessions in the lead up to the
Games
 Officiating the matches over the weekend
 Recording scores, timekeeping and generally assisting with the running of one of the sports events
Helping with event management over the weekend
For more information please visit:
www.activesurrey.com/courses-events/surrey-youthgames/2012

Elmbridge Multifaith Forum
Charity No. 1122962

Religion and Politics in the Arab Uprisings
Discussion introduced by
Stephen Day CMG
at Churchgate House, Cobham
Thursday, 15th March 2012
at 7pm for 7.30pm
Steven has been a career diplomat in the Foreign Office, specializing in Arab
affairs, and has held the posts of British Ambassador to Tunis and Qatar.
Light Refreshments - no charge - donations welcomed
Churchgate House is close to St. Andrew’s Church in Downside Bridge Road,
Cobham. This is the road opposite Waitrose and you carry on past the main
Cobham car park until you see the Church on the left. Just beyond the
Church you will find a car park and beside the car park is Churchgate House.
Please let Geoff Morris know if you can come for catering purposes
(01932 868454)

Visit the Surrey Faith Links website:

www.surreyfaithlinks.org
If you would like to include anything on the website or the next issue of the SFL newsletter
please contact me on the details below.

Surrey Faith Links
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3XG
T: 07502 460 397, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
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