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“To enjoy good health, to bring true happiness to one's family, to bring
peace to all, one must first discipline and control one's own mind. If a man
can control his mind he can find the way to Enlightenment, and all wisdom
and virtue will naturally come to him.” (Buddha)
Thank you to everyone for supporting this months newsletter and hope you
find it of benefit; please keep me informed about what is happening in your
organisation and any upcoming events. If you would like to contribute for
next months ‘Words of Wisdom’ please e-mail me!
Thank you
Kauser Akhtar
Faith Links Adviser

FRUIT TREE PLANTING IN LAKEVIEW
On March 31st 2012 volunteers
gathered to support Lakeview’s
residents to plant a community
orchard organised by Lakeview’s
Community Action group. Volunteers
had signed up for the ‘Tree Planting’
project at the UN Interfaith Harmony
event held at Shah Jahan Mosque on
15th Feb 2012.
Orchards are a great way to build
communities and improve the quality
of life for everyone in the
neighbourhood. Some of the benefits
of a Community Orchard are:

 Bringing people together for






planting
Providing fruit and improve diet
for healthy living
Teaching food and plant growing
awareness
Providing a habitat for wildlife
Providing shelter and shade
Making the urban landscape more
relaxed and enjoyable
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Main Festivals in
May 2012
 5th—Budda Day

MP Jonathon Lord, Mayor Ken Howard &
Volunteers planting the first tree

Local MP Jonathan Lord and Woking's
Mayor, Ken Howard helped to plant the
first tree in memory of a local resident
Heatherann Weaver. 20 further trees
were planted under the able direction of
Andrew Hargreaves, local community
worker and horticultural expert!
The Mayor, Cllr Ken Howard read out this
dedication in memory of Heatherann:
“I would like to dedicate this first tree
here in the Lakeview Community Orchard
to the memory of a well known local
resident, Heatherann Weaver.
Continued...

 17th—Ascension Day
 23rd—Declaration of Bab
 23rd—Birthday of Guru
Amar Das
 27th—Shavout
 27th—Pentecost
 29th—Ascension of
Baha’ullah
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Fruit Tree Planting in Lakeview continued...

Her dedication to community work in Lakeview has been an
inspiration to everyone who knew her.
The Lakeview Community Action Group, the Lakeview residents
and all the volunteers here today, serve as the inspiration for
this orchard to celebrate the hard work by all the local
community champions to improve Lakeview.
I hope these trees provide the inspiration for all the local
residents to reap the fruit of ‘community spirit’ for many years
to come.”
Thank you to everyone who took part; stay tuned for future
community tree planting projects.

Kauser Akhtar (Faith Links Adviser), Cllr
Amanda Coulson & Rabia (Muslima Club)

The Olympic Flame is on its way to somewhere near you…
By Chief Inspector Colin Green—Police Olympic Community Relations team
Hello again, I have been
asked to provide you with
another Olympic article as
we pass 100 days to go to
the London 2012 Olympic
Games.

during games time I would recommend the
Transport for London website which gives detailed
hour by hour information on where and how to
avoid the areas of congestion.
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/gettingaround/
london2012/21677.aspx

At the time of writing this your local policing team
and local authority are gearing up to the logistical
challenge that both the Games and the arrival of
the Flame in the UK will present.

Like many police officers involved in the preparation
for the Games I have spent much of my service
dealing with incidents that are not good news
stories.

It is important even if you have little interest in this
huge sporting event that you do appraise yourself
of what is happening in your area so that you are
not inconvenienced by what some have called, ‘The
greatest show on earth’.

It is therefore a privilege to be involved in what I
believe will be, along with the Queens Diamond
Jubilee, the feel good event of the year.

The best general information site for finding out
where the Flame is going is:
www.london2012.com/olympic-torch-relay-map
However most local authority websites will give you
more details and timings of when and where you
can expect to see (or avoid) the Flame when it
comes to your area.
The London 2102 site also has comprehensive
advice on how to prepare your organization or
business for the impact of the Games:
www.london2012.com/get-involved/businessnetwork/preparing-your-business.php

I really hope that all of us will have an enjoyable
and warm summer!
As always if you
have specific
questions that do
not appear below
or have
observations on
the safety and
security operation
around the Games,
then please write
to Surrey Faith
Links or contact
myself on:
communityrelationsteam@olympics.pnn.police.uk.

Finally for those of you thinking of visiting London
www.surreyfaithlinks.org
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Introduci ng Sarah Parr ish
Faith Co-ordinator and Surrey Police Chaplain
“I can’t wait to continue the good work my
predecessor started at Surrey Police” says the new
force chaplain/faith coordinator Sarah Parrish. In a
continued joint venture between the Diocese of
Guildford and Surrey Police, Sarah Parrish began her
role in December. Sarah was born in the UK and
lived here until the age of 12. Then due to her
father's work commitments she moved to Florida
and lived there for 26 years. She attended university
there, earning a bachelor’s degree in mass
communications, and later a master’s degree in
counselling and mental health.

Love Waits, which not only provided some basic
health education, but encouraged youth to develop
their relationship with God and with other people.
After that contract finished she returned to the
states but realised how much she missed England
and the family she still had here, so in 2009, moved
back home. “It was definitely one of the best
decisions of my life,” she says. When not working,
Sarah enjoys activities at her church, The Beacon in
Camberley; horse riding; volunteering with a support
group for those affected by drug/alcohol abuse; and
spending time with her family.

Her work has involved counselling with different
populations such as the unemployed, at-risk teenage
girls and those struggling with drug and alcohol
addictions. During this time her Christian faith really
developed and she felt a calling to do some work in
Africa. She joined the US Peace Corps, which is a
volunteer branch of the US government where
individuals are assigned to under developed
countries to assist in areas such as building projects,
education or health. Sarah was assigned to work on
the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Botswana, assisting in
education to prevent the spread of the disease. She
enjoyed two years assigned to an NGO called True

“My role encompasses two main streams, one is
supporting the volunteer multi
faith chaplains who do
fantastic work in the police
stations listening and
supporting officers and staff
and also providing training for
officers on a range of multi
faith issues. Secondly we are
beginning to create some
partnerships between faith
groups and the police with a
focus on youth support. There will be more to come

Faith Action is a national network of Faith based and Community organisations. It
works to provide support, advice and training for organisations as well as working
with local and central governments to highlight the work of organisations in their
communities.
Faith Action works to lever in the expertise and commitment already present in the
faith sector into public services and the wider community. It enables Faith based
and Community organisations by distributing relevant information, providing training and support, as well as
working with members to inform policy and the agenda of Government. It is a Strategic Partner of the
Department of Health.
Faith Action is putting together a database of conference facilities across England for other members and
organisations to use. If you currently have any conference facilities, please send details including a link to your
website if relevant, to felicity.smith@faithaction.net. You can find out more about Faith Action at
www.faithaction.net

Do you know of a group or project in Surrey who needs volunteers?
The Diocese has teamed up with Eagle FM to part fund their ‘Big Community’ project. It will run along the
lines of a dating site matching: those who want to volunteer with; companies who want to volunteer, or that
have services to offer with projects.
To place an ‘advert’ (which is refreshingly easy): http://www.964eagle.co.uk/big-community/
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Surrey Educational Trust
Looking for funding for an educational project?
At a time when we are all facing a significant
financial challenge, Surrey Educational Trust offers
opportunities for real innovation and ambition in
the education sector.
The trust manages a funding budget for projects
that:
 support Surrey schools
 support educational projects and
organisations
 support children, young people and learners
 support attainment and achievement for
educational excellence
 and encourages education innovation and
research.
For more information please visit:
www.surreycc.gov.uk/learning/schools/news-andupdates-on-education-in-surrey/surreyeducational-trust

Local Giving
Localgiving.com is a unique new website that enables
local community groups to:
 Raise Funds
 Recruit volunteers
 Access new supporters
 Update existing supporters about your inspiring
work
 Build an online presence
 Receive Gift Aid, even if you are not a registered
charity
We are currently encouraging applications to register
for LocalGiving.com especially in the Epsom, Ewell,
Spelthorne and Tandridge areas.
To find out more visit:
www.communityfoundationsurrey.org.uk/
news/177.html

Community Groups benefit from the Bishop of Guildford’s Community Fund
The Bishop of Guildford’s Community Fund has awarded over £13,000 to community groups and local
charities since the start of the year. Projects benefiting have included helping people with mental health
problems, assisting older people with transportation and practical advice and a project to support residents
on a local housing estate.
The new community fund has been established by the Bishop of Guildford’s Foundation in partnership with
the Community Foundation for Surrey. The fund aims to help churches and interfaith groups to help those
who truly need support, in order to build a stronger community. This includes training and education projects,
youth work and relieving homelessness and poverty. The partnership with the Community Foundation gives
additional support with managing the grant applications, reduces costs and helps to build a permanent
community fund that will award grants in perpetuity. Bishop Christopher said: “The Fund has enabled us to
support local communities across the Diocese and valued local groups that support so many people in need.”
Jubilee Church Farnham has been awarded £3000 to support the Chantrys Community Development Project.
The grant will support a Community Outreach Worker on the Chantrys estate. There are currently several
activities for local residents on the estate such as a fortnightly Kidz Klub for children aged 5-10, a parent and
toddler group and a weekly youth group. The funding will enable the project to continue and expand the
number of services already provided, with projects to support older residents, in collaboration with other local
churches and with Farnham ASSIST. They will also partner with Foodbank as a distribution point, allowing
emergency food boxes to be distributed to those in need.
Epsom-based charity Love Me Love My Mind and Box Hill Care Team at St Andrews Church are also
beneficiaries of the fund. For more information please visit: http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/diocesan-life/
how-to-apply-for-funding/
www.surreyfaithlinks.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

emf

Elmbridge Multi-faith Forum
Registered Charity No 1122962

The EMF welcome you to join us for` Our
opportunity to gather for Reflection' on
Tuesday 8th May, 7.00pm for 7.30pm at the
Shinnyo-En Buddhist Temple, The Manor
House, WoodstockLane North, Long Ditton,
Surbiton, Surrey, KT6 5HL.

There will be reflection on the following:
World peace- Harmony with others- Breaking down barriers- Our homes and immediate surroundings
At some stage, against each point related texts will be read from various faiths, followed by refreshments
and a chance to socialize.
If you would like to attend please contact: Geoff Morris on 01932 868454

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
Godalming Bahá'ís have an open Devotional meeting on the 4th (not last) Tuesday of every month at
the Pepperpot, Godalming. These begin at 7.30p.m. with prayers from Bahá'í and other Writings,
sometimes on a particular Theme, followed by discussion and refreshments. For more information
please contact Carolyn E: godalmingbahais@aol.com

“THE BIG SOCIETY” - What is it? How can we play a part?
An open discussion with Jeremy Hunt MP Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport
Friday May 11th 2012 at 7.30pm.
South Farnham School, Menin Way, Farnham GU9 8DY

Admission free, all welcome, just turn up. Plenty of parking
Farnham HUMANISTS

Enquiries: 01252 794021

www.farnham-humanists.org.uk

LIVING CHURCHYARDS
A conference on managing churchyards and cemeteries for wildlife
Friday 11th May 2012, 10.00 am—4.00 pm
St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Godalming, GU7 1ET
Cost £10 for tea/coffee and lunch
Please contact Frances Halstead for a booking form:
E: frances.halstead@surreywt.org.uk, T: 07891 514574
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On Behalf of Woking Women of Faith, Pippa invites you to an informal

Ladies Spring Tea Party
We look forward to more chat, making friends and learning about one another’s faiths and what it
means to live as a woman of faith in Surrey. There will be opportunity to ask questions about faith,
culture and the practical outworking of both in daily life.
Date: Sunday 13th May 2012
Time: 3pm – 4.30pm
Place: The Rectory, 81 Rectory Lane, Byfleet, KT14 7LX
Children welcome to play in the garden (weather permitting)
RSVP: Pippa coordinator@wpof.org.uk, 07986 342355

P A I N SURVIVED
Based on ‘Mindfulness’ these six two hour monthly sessions finds the resilience within us to live with
disabling pain regardless of how or why it occurs. Pain Survived is an interactive group which builds on
movement, nutrition, creativity, communication and moving on to empower ourselves to go forward with
life.
Attendance is free, but a donation of £2 per meeting towards refreshments and costs would be gratefully
received. All are welcome.
If you live with pain why not give this a try!
Venue: St Nicolas Church Hall, Bury Street, Guildford, GU2 4AW
Time: 7.00pm to 9pm
Dates: 10th May, 14th June, 12th July, 9th August, 13th September, 11th October
For further information contact: E: suzette.jones@cofeguildford.org.uk, T: 01483 790335

Disability Awareness - a free morning workshop
Thursday 24th May 2012, 10am to 1.30pm
Emmanuel Church, Shepherds Lane, Stoughton, Guildford, GU2 9SJ
This free workshop will introduce the Assistant Diocesan Secretary and Parish Property Adviser; who will
discuss their role and answer questions. We will explore the practical facilities and hardware available on the
market to help those with sensory loss and give tips on ways to make a more accessible church. Hear how
children with special needs can be provided for in a very special way to become an integral part of our
communities.
If you would like to attend please email your interest to:
E: emma.beswick@cofeguildford.org.uk, Tel: 01483 790335
Donations welcome on the day, to cover refreshments

www.surreyfaithlinks.org
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Guildford and Godalming Interfaith Forum invites you to a free talk and discussion on
WHAT DOES PEACE MEAN TO YOU?
Tuesday 29th May 2012, from 7 pm light refreshments, 7.30 pm for the talks followed by questions and
discussions. At: St Joseph’s Church Hall, GU1 4AZ. Ample car parking available under the Church.
Speakers from the following faiths: Bahai, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam & Quaker will each address the
question: ‘What does my faith teach me about peace?’
For more information please contact: Bernard Jones (Secretary)
E: Bernard.jones10@btinternet.com; T: 01483 424257

YLD EXTREME—ANNUAL YOUTH FESTIVAL
Every year Epsom & Ewell Borough Council work with young people to arrange and deliver an annual youth
festival. The ethos of the day is to provided young people with a free afternoon of entertainment whilst
signposting them to the many amazing clubs and opportunities open to them. Although the event is aimed
at young people 14-17 years, it always has a strong family presence. Last year’s attendance was
approximately 1200.
I would like to invite the local faith sector to be involved in this year’s event, it is due to take place 7 July, in
Rosebery Park, Epsom. I would be happy to talk to you in more detail and give you a little background on
the project if it is helpful.
I look forward to hearing from you and hope this is an opportunity that will be of interest.
Kind regards
Louise Basso (Leisure & Youth Development Officer)
E: LBasso@epsom-ewell.gov.uk; Tel: 01372 732164

TO SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR OUR OFFICERS AND POLICE STAFF OF SURREY POLICE

THE ANNUAL NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR POLICE
PRAYER WILL BE SAID FOR : ALL OFFICERS AND STAFF, SAFETY WHILST ON DUTY,
SUCCESS IN BRINGING OFFENDERS TO JUSTICE & REDUCING CRIME
THURSDAY 17TH MAY 2012
ANNUALLY SPONSORED BY THE CHRISTIAN POLICE ASSOCIATION, A BRIEF MULTI-FAITH
BLESSING AND PRAYER SERVICE WILL BE HELD AT THE FOLLOWING STATIONS:
9.00 AM HEADQUARTERS
10.00 AM GUILDFORD POLICE STATION
11.00 AM WOKING POLICE STATION
12.30 PM STAINES POLICE STATION
14.30 PM REIGATE POLICE STATION
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