February 2013

Surrey Faith
“We are shaped by our thoughts; we become what we think. When
the mind is pure, joy follows like a shadow that never leaves.”
Buddha
The first Surrey Faith Links newsletter for 2013, packed with information and
useful resources! Please keep sending in any events you are organising and
reports. Why not send next month’s quote to give us something to reflect on?
If you have a quote you would like to share please email me.
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Faith Links Adviser, Surrey Faith Links.

B r u c e K e n t C o m e s t o Wo k i n g
On Saturday 17th January Woking Debates were delighted to welcome Bruce Kent to
introduce their first debate on War: Is it justified, does it work? Over 50 people
braved the snow to come to Christ Church. Bruce, although now 82, gave a lively
and impassioned speech on the folly and expense of war and the need to empower
the United Nations. The subject was then opened to the audience who entered into
a lively discussion for the next hour ably chaired by Hillary Griffiths. A retired soldier
who had served in the Falklands and Afghanistan agreed with 60% of what was said
and argued that the army was changing its role and becoming a peace keeping force.
Over half the people contributed to the discussion and all spoke with conviction and
thoughtfulness.
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Main Faith Festivals in
February 2013
 8th - Nirvana Day
 10th - Chinese New Year
 12th - Shrove Tuesday
 13th - Ash Wednesday
 15th - Vasant Panchami
 21st - Fast of Esther
 24th - Purim
 25th - Shushan Purim
 25th - Magha Puja

This is the first of six debates to be held on the third Saturday of the month at Christ
Church from 11am to 12,30. The next debate will be introduced by Kauser Akhtar on
Saturday 16th February on Cultures and Faiths, do they strengthen Woking? Contact
Keith Scott t 01483-824980 E: keithsc_2000@yahoo.com.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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G u i l d f o r d Y M C A’s f i f t h S l e e p £ a s y S l e e p o u t
Pete Brayne, CEO of Guildford YMCA, is preparing
to sleep out for the fifth time on 2 February and is
looking for local ‘stars’ to join him under the stars.
The purpose of the challenge is to raise both
awareness of youth homelessness and significant
funds to combat it.
Anne Milton MP has already volunteered to sleep
out along with Louise Punter, CEO of Surrey
Chambers of Commerce. David Rose and Martin
Giles of The Guildford Dragon News online
newspaper are also supporting the event, in fact
David slept out once before a couple of years ago.
Anne Milton, MP, said, ““The YMCA does a fantastic
job and there is no better way to highlight the plight
of homeless young people than sleeping out for the
night. But Guildford YMCA needs funds to support
the work that they do. We might be cold through
the night but please warm our hearts and give
generously! You can donate to mine at:
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/annemilton1.”
Are there others who could join these stars? The
challenge is twofold – spending one night outside
will not be a true taste of homelessness but it will
be cold and uncomfortable. And raising hundreds
of pounds in sponsorship is a big challenge in the
current climate, although past experience tells that
friends and family dig deep when the temperature
falls! Last year just ten people slept out and raised
over £12,000 between them, making a difference to
the lives of many young people.

Surrey County Council CEO David McNulty was one of
that ten. He said, “I can't think of a more important
issue. The experience of sleeping rough for just one
night brought home to me just how vital it is that we do
more to tackle homelessness.”
Developing young people is the main focus of Guildford
YMCA’s work. When young people have experienced
homelessness finding direction in life is a challenge.
Engaging with YMCA key workers and youth projects
such as Prince’s Trust Teams and BOOST (Bring On
Opportunities, Skills and Training) makes a vital
difference, and support is offered for as long as it is
needed.
If you are interested in joining the Sleepout Pete Brayne
would like
to
hear from
you.
Email
admin@guildfordymca.org.uk with your details. Or
making a donation will encourage those that are taking
on the challenge. Cheques (made payable to Guildford
YMCA Ltd) can be sent to Pete Brayne, Guildford YMCA,
Bridge Street, Guildford, GU1 4SB. To keep up to date
with
the
event’s
progress
visit
www.lifechangefund.org.uk/sleepeasy.htm.

World Interfaith Harmony Week
A World Interfaith Harmony Week was proposed at the UN General Assembly on September 23, 2010 by HM
King Abdullah II of Jordan and adopted by the UN the following month. It takes place in the first week of
February. The Week was based on the work of the Common Word initiative which started in 2007 and called
for Muslim and Christian leaders to engage in a dialogue based on two common fundamental religious
Commandments - Love of God, and Love of the Neighbour - without compromising any of their own religious
tenets. Events can be registered on the site www.worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Free Bike Maintenance Workshop
Learn a new skill for 2013, like how to fix up and repair broken
bikes. This course is suitable for all levels of knowledge from
those who have no experience to those that have plenty, all are
welcome and invited to take part. Learn everything you need to
know about repairing and maintaining a bike, meet new friends
and find out more about our cycling activities.

Date:
Time
Venue:
Cost:

From Friday 15th February 2013
2pm – 4pm
The Old Moat, Horton Lane, Epsom, Surrey, KT19 8PQ.
Free

To find out more or to book a place, please contact Nicholas Denny on 01372 731 971
or email: nicholas.denny@richmondfellowship.org.uk Space is limited so please book
early to avoid disappointment.

Calling all cycling enthusiasts!
Exclusive Golden Bond Places Available in
“RideLondon 100” – the all-new cycling equivalent
of the London Marathon!

If a 100km ride at a more leisurely pace is
preferable to you, then check out The Nightrider
2013:

Date: Sunday 4 August 2013
Location: London and Surrey
Registration fee: £50
Minimum sponsorship: £500
Distance: 100miles

Date: Saturday 8 June 2013
Location: London
Registration fee: £39
Minimum sponsorship: £175
Distance: 100km

Lead out the greats when you take on a cycling
challenge like no other through the closed roads of
London and the Surrey Hills next summer. Just
hours before the world's top cyclists race the
"RideLondon Classic", 20,000 cyclists will have the
chance to cycle a modified version of the London
2012 Olympic Road Race. The Eikon Charity is
thrilled to have a very limited number of "Golden
Bond" (or guaranteed) charity places in this sell-out
event!

The Nightrider route passes some of London’s most
famous landmarks, including Tower Bridge, The City
of London, Canary Wharf, Piccadilly Circus, The
British Museum, The Houses of Parliament and
Trafalgar Square to name but a few. What makes
this event more exciting is that it all takes place at
night!
For further information on either event, and to signup contact Jessica Maybanks: jessica@eikon.org.uk
or 01932 347 434.
The Eikon Charity is a Surrey based charity that has
been working in the local community for almost two
decades, providing long-term support to some of
the county’s most vulnerable young people and
their families (www.eikon.org.uk).
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1 7 t h J a n u a r y i n Wo k i n g !
UN Interfaith Harmony Event
On 17th January 2013, the Rt. Revd. Christopher Hill, Bishop of
Guildford, Woking People of Faith, & Surrey Faith Links organised an
event in commemoration of the UN Interfaith Harmony Week. The
event was hosted by Shah Jahan Mosque with the topic of ‘Growing
good relationships between faith communities’.
Imam Hashmi welcomed everyone and said Shah Jahan Mosque always
aims to promote harmony between communities; he was followed by
Bishop Christopher who invited them to discuss ideas for faith
communities to get involved in local action. Kauser Akhtar (Faith Links
Adviser) explained that the lights and decoration in the mosque were in
celebration of the birth of the beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him). Coincidentally, it was the exact day in 1911 that Abdul Baha
(founder of Bahai faith) came to the Mosque for the re-opening and it
was the first multi faith event at the Mosque.
The attendees split up into groups to gather ideas for local community
based work, followed by lunch. It was a very fruitful event, friendships
were formed and there were some good examples and ideas of positive
action.

Rev Richard Cook, Imam Hashmi &
Bishop Christopher

One of the groups discussing ideas
over lunch

An account of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s visit to the Woking Mosque on
Friday, 17th January, 1911
Abdu’l-Bahá’s visit was under the auspices of the Asiatic Review, who
invited him to give a talk on the theme of World Unity.
“During my sojourn among many lands and peoples I have been
desired to speak in Christian churches, in Jewish synagogues, and in
every kind of religious gathering. In all of them I summoned the people
to work for the unity of the human race, and for the peace of the
whole world. I told them the principles of the religion of God, saying
unto them ‘The foundation of the religion of God is one.’ That ‘one’ is
absolute truth and reality, which is indivisible, and not able to be
multiplied or separated. The religion of God is the means of the
education of man, and leads him to become a manifestation of the
highest virtues of humanity. It
encourages the people to uphold
the principles of peace. The great
underlying truth of the religion of
God is love”

A group of Bahai’s commemorated
Abdul Baha’s visit to the mosque and
presented Imam Hashmi with a
picture and an account of his visit.

This address was reported in the
Surrey Advertiser in January 1911
and in various Journals and diaries.

Celebration at Christ Church, Woking, 2013
An evening celebration of the life of Abdul Baha was held at Christ
Church Woking; it was attended by the Mayor of Woking, MP Jonathon
Lord, local faith representatives and Bahai from across Surrey. There
was a presentation on the life of Abdul Baha, some wonderful singing
followed by refreshments and conversation. Pictures on the right.

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Inter Faith Week 2012
Inter Faith Week 2012 in England, Northern Ireland and Wales ran from Sunday 18 to Tuesday 27 November.
This was a special, extended Week, with a number of events taking place linked to both the Diamond Jubilee
and A Year of Service. A wide range of events took place across the country, and those which were registered
on the national website can be viewed at http://www.interfaithweek.org/events/events/main-events-calendar.
The Week received some enthusiastic media coverage, including a piece in The Times and coverage in many
local papers. The popular resources for schools, in addition to being available on the main Week website, were
also hosted at the Times Educational Supplement website for 2012.
If you have any photographs from the 2012 Week which you would like to submit for IFN to draw upon for the
IFW website, please email these to Interfaithweek@interfaith.org.uk along with brief details of what the
photograph is about and a photo credit.
Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIOs) now available in England
The first applications to set up Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIOs) are now being submitted (with the
first registrations expected in January 2013). A CIO is created on registration with the Charity Commission and
is subject to the sole regulation of the Commission. It has the advantage of limited liability without the dual
regulation of charity and company law. Initially, CIOs will only be available for new charities, and then for
existing unincorporated charities. Existing charitable companies will not be able to convert until 2014 at the
earliest (an exact date is yet to be confirmed). According to the Charity Commission, CIOs will be most suitable
for small to medium sized organisations which employ staff and/or enter into contracts. If a charity is likely to
want to issue debentures, a company limited by guarantee will be a better option. For further information, visit
http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/Start_up_a_charity/Do_I_need_to_register/CIOs/default.aspx.
World Day for the Sick 11 February
Since 1992, the Catholic Church has celebrated World Day of the Sick on 11 February — the day on which the
church commemorates the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes — under the sponsorship of the Pontifical Council for
Health Pastoral Care. Resources from: National Association of Catholic Chaplains
www.nacc.org/resources/wds/default.asp

Faith and fire
The Chief Fire Officers Association (CFOA) is interested in hearing from faith community contacts who have an
interest in issues relating to faith communities and fire safety or have materials about this which they might like
to draw to its attention. There is more information online at www.communigate.co.uk/lakes/faithandfire/

Fairtrade Fortnight 2013
Monday 25 February to Sunday 10 March: This year it’s time to take a stand for the food we love and the
people who grow it. Please support Fairtrade Fortnight in your church.
For more information: http://step.fairtrade.org.uk/

Climate Week 2013
Now is the time to start planning your activities for 4-10 March. For more information go to
http://9wv.r.mailjet.com/63efe971/209X2c/ispr3A/www.climateweek.com/

The National Churches Trust
The Trust is the leading national independent charity concerned with the protection and welfare of churches
throughout the United Kingdom. They provide grants for the repair, maintenance and modernisation of church
buildings; Act as a catalyst to improve and bring more resources to the management of church buildings;
Promote the value of church buildings to the community at large.
For more information visit www.nationalchurchestrust.org or follow us on Twitter @NatChurchTrust
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REC Young Ambassadors Programme
The Religious Education Council for England and Wales (REC) is launching a new Young Ambassadors for RE
scheme. The scheme will give students in England and Wales aged 11-18 opportunities to:
 share their enthusiasm and interest for RE and gain leadership experience;
 give their perspective to adults who work to support RE at the highest levels, such as the RE Council
and MPs in parliament;
 develop skills in communicating successfully to a wide range of audiences;
 build up relevant experience for college, UCAS or job applications; and
 meet and debate with other young people about why RE matters.
Further information, and application forms, are available athttp://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org/content/
view/293/100/. The closing date for applications is 1 March 2013
When Two Faiths Meet: Marriage, Family and Pastoral Care
The Christian Muslim Forum (CMF) has launched guidelines for inter faith marriage in a document entitled
When Two Faiths Meet: Marriage, Family and Pastoral Care. CMF hopes that the guidelines will be a helpful
resource in enabling religious leaders to support mixed-faith couples. In preparing the guidelines CMF worked
in partnership with the Inter Faith Marriage Network and the Muslim-Christian Marriage Support Group. A
copy of the guidelines can be found on the CMF website at:
http://www.christianmuslimforum.org/images/When%20Two%20Faiths%20Meet%20guidelines.pdf.

Baptist Interfaith Strategy
A National Strategy is being developed by the Baptist Union of Great Britain that will:
 help churches to know how to encounter people of other faiths with respect
 allow them to enjoy authentic dialogue
 encourage real engagement and journeying together
This will celebrate that which we have in common whilst recognising the distinctives of Christ which are unique
to the Christian faith, and the salvation offered only through Christ, and enable us to witness with integrity and
respect.
They have also created a set of postcards for Christians dealing with some common misconceptions people
have when dealing with those of other faiths. The postcards, which were launched during national Inter Faith
Week, include background information and suggestions for use within a small-group context. The postcards
can be purchased online from http://www.baptist.org.uk/crossingplaces/inter-faith.html.
BUGB is also developing support materials 'Inter faith journeys' for the cards and these can be found at
www.baptistunion.org.uk/interfaith

Charity Awards 2013
The Charity Awards 2013 are now open for entries. Entry to The Charity Awards 2013 is free and entries are
welcome from charities of any size based anywhere in the UK. The closing date for entries is Friday 8 March
2013 and the nomination form can be downloaded from
http://www.civilsociety.co.uk/charityawards/nominations.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk

FEBRUARY 2013

PAGE 7

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
CONGRATULATIONS to the ancient but vibrant St John the Baptist Church, Okewood, near Ockley which has just
won a £84,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The money will help fund repairs to the spire and tower of
this stunning Grade II* listed building which has welcomed worshippers to its woodland setting for almost 800
years. Work will also be undertaken to conserve medieval wall paintings and historic stained glass. For more
information on Okewood Church which also has a former Sunday school building perfect for away days visit
http://www.oofgchurch.org.uk/stjohns
The new design of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) programme is designed to encourage a wider range of
people to take an interest in their local places of worship and to help care for them in the future. They hope to
achieve this by finding new ways in which places of worship can be used by the wider community beyond the
primary function of worship and/or by providing new opportunities for people to find out about the heritage of
places of worship. They will also fund new capital works, such as toilets or kitchens, improvements to heating or
electrical systems, other works to improve energy efficiency, and works to assist with the on-going maintenance
of the place of worship. Decisions are made four times a year for the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) by local
Committees. The first deadlines for submission are at the end of February 2013 for the first Committee meeting
being held in June. Full guidelines can be found online at http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/
Pages/Grants_Places_Worship_England.aspx.

Funding Central website extended
The NCVO’s Funding Central website offers charities, voluntary organisations and social enterprises access to
approximately 4000 sources of funding and finance opportunities. It also offers tools and resources to support
organisations to develop sustainable income strategies appropriate to their needs. The funding central website is
www.fundingcentral.org.uk.
Could you benefit from funding to help people access sport?
Calling all voluntary and community groups!
Community Foundation for Surrey are currently seeking
applications for funding to enable people to participate in sport
who would not otherwise have the opportunity.
Donors would like to support projects which help people to access and enjoy sport who
are prevented, due to a disability or mental ill health, or for financial reasons.
If you have a funding need, please complete a brief Expression of Interest Form at:
http://www.cfsurrey.org.uk/expression-interest-form
Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme
The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme makes grants towards the VAT incurred in making repairs and
carrying out necessary alterations to listed buildings mainly used for public worship. For more information, visit
http://www.lpwscheme.org.uk
Community First Neighbourhood Matched Fund
The Community First Neighbourhood Matched Fund provides small grants to community groups and local social
action projects at the ward level. The £30 million Fund, administered by the Community Development
Foundation, is being used to provide small grants for community projects in some of the most deprived areas in
the country. The second grants round has opened and applications may be made up until the end of the
financial year (31 March 2013). For information on the Fund and how to apply, visit http://www.cdf.org.uk/
content/funding-programmes/community-first/neighbourhood-matched-fund.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
“THE WOKING DEBATES”
The Woking Debates seek to encourage active
participation in our community by looking at
underlying issues facing us. Together we can find
ways forward towards a more equal, peaceful and
united world. To be held in the Gallery at Christ
Church, Woking town centre
on Saturday
mornings from 11-12.30 (see dates below)
Saturday 16th February 2013: Cultures and
Faiths: do they strengthen Woking?
Speaker: KAUSER AKHTAR, Faith Links Adviser,
Surrey Faith Links
Saturday 16th March 2013: Is Woking Becoming a
Sustainable Town?
Speaker: RAY MORGAN, Chief Executive, Woking
Borough Council
Saturday 20th April 2013: Where will our children
live? Woking?
Speaker: Rev JOHN McCabe—and young person in
need of housing

Saturday 13th June 2013: Conflict Resolution in
divided societies: does it work?
Speaker: ANDY BAINES, Postgraduate researcher on
Conflict, Resolution in Divided Societies
Speakers will introduce the topic for 20 minutes—then
the Chairperson will open the floor for Debate.
We hope you will spare time from your Saturday
shopping to join us in these Debates, to put your own
views or to listen. Refreshments will not be served
(except for water) so you might like to have coffee
beforehand–the Christ Church café will be open.
The Debates are free, but donations to cover costs will
be warmly welcomed on the day.
Initiated by Woking Action for Peace Contacts: Keith
Scott (t: 01483 824980 e: keithsc_2000@yahoo.com)
or Denise Moll (t: 01932 343614
e:denise.newleaf@phonecoop.coop)
Other groups joining in are: LA21, Friends of the Earth,
Quakers, Churches Together, Woking People of Faith
and Surrey Faith Links.

Saturday 18th May 2013: Can we become a more
equal society?
Speaker: SEAN BAINE, Chair of The Equality Trust

The Magic of Music Song and Dance
A Charity Variety Show in aid of Epsom and Ewell Citizens Advice Bureau
introduced by TV Presenter Juliet Morris

With Stanley Jackson
Saturday 2nd February 2013
Tickets £12 from Epsom
Playhouse Box Office
Tel: 01372 742555/742227
www.epsomplayhouse.co.uk

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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INVITATION TO 'KEEPING YOU SAFE FROM FIRE' LAUNCH
Wednesday 6th March 2013, 9.30am-1pm,
Tilney Room, Leatherhead Leisure Centre, Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 9BL
Who should attend:
 Domiciliary care providers
 Commissioning managers
 Reablement managers
 Quality assurance managers
 Community nursing providers
Any other staff who support or care for vulnerable people in their own homes
Please advise your attendance by Monday 18th February E: adults.events@surreycc.gov.uk
The BEAT Project is coming to Epsom!
Watch out for a variety of courses and activities for young people. Courses include
community development and lifestyle, music, arts and social enterprise. For more
information visit the website: http://www.thebeatproject.org.uk/ or email Louise:
Lou@thebeatproject.org.uk

Creative Art Competition
P&G Surrey School Games hopes to follow last year’s Olympic success with a sport inspired art, creative
writing and photography competition. The contest is open to seven to 16 year olds who are asked to create
work inspired by the spirit of the Games (respect, self belief,
determination, honesty, passion and teamwork).
http://www.gosurrey.info/p-g-school-games/arts-competitions-2/

Churches Together in Epsom
Bible reading classes on passages relating to Easter by readers from different denominations in Epsom on
22nd February.
CTiE are holding their usual procession of witness on Good Friday, 29th March 2013.
For more information an events by CTiE please visit: http://www.ctie.org.uk/events/events-index.htm

Get help finding that job, Come and join us!
Tuesdays 9.15-11.45am at Lorraine Infant School, Highland Road, Camberley
FREE professional help with:
Learning interview skills, Creating an effective CV
Filling in application forms, Searching for jobs online
1-1 information sessions available, Building your confidence
FREE refreshments!
For more information or to book a place: Call Julie on 01276 401605, or
email childrenscentre@pine-ridge.surrey.sch.uk

Yoga Therapy Sessions at The Wellbeing Centre
Manor Farm Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9HR
Free Gentle Relaxing Yoga Class – improve flexibility and release tension with this lovely relaxing floor
based exercise class. Small friendly group, Mats and blankets supplied, wear comfortable stretchy clothes.
Prices normally start at £45 but for Wellbeing Centre service users a qualified Yoga Therapist is running
sessions free of charge!
If you would like to come along for a session on Friday 22th February 2013 at 11:00am to see if Yoga
Therapy will work for you please contact Rianna Hanford:
rianna.hanford@surreycc.gov.uk

Some useful websites:
World Interfaith Harmony Week (First week of February): http://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com/
International Day of Peace (21st September): http://www.internationaldayofpeace.org/
Interfaith Week UK (November): http://www.interfaithweek.org/
South East England Faith Forum: http://www.se-faithforum.net/
Woking People of Faith: http://www.wpof.org.uk/welcome
Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum: http://www.elmbridgemultifaith.org.uk/
Churches Together in Surrey: http://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/surrey/
Churches Together in Camberley: http://www.churchestogetherincamberley.org.uk/
Churches Together in Farnham:
http://www.networkfarnham.org.uk/Groups/97500/Network_Farnham/Churches_Together/Wider_Churc
hes_Together/Wider_Churches_Together.aspx
Churches Together in Hersham: http://www.hershamchurches.org.uk/
Churches Together in Woking: http://www.windowonwoking.org.uk/sites/ctiw
If you would like to add a website please contact: Kauser on details below.

‘Like’ the Surrey Faith Links Page on face book
Advertise your events and join in the discussions!
Visit our website for updates: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk

New Multimedia page with recording of radio programs, more to come soon!
Surrey Faith Links
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3XG
T: 07502 460 397, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk

Designed & Edited by:
Kauser Akhtar

