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“All that we are is the result of what we have thought. The mind is 
everything. What we think we become.” 

Buddha Quotes (Hindu Prince Gautama Siddharta, the founder of Buddhism, 
563-483 B.C) 
 
Thank you to everyone who shared information for this months newsletter. 
Please note, our website has a new domain: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk and 
also please do join the Surrey Faith Links group on Facebook and share your 
events and reports online. 
 
Thank you 
Kauser 
(Faith Links Adviser) 

My name is David Stewart and I am the 
new Community Engagement Officer 
covering the Borough of Woking. I 
have worked for Surrey Police for the 
past three and a half years, based in 
Woking. This has provided me with a 
good knowledge of the local area. 

The purpose of my role is to 
proactively engage with a wide cross 
section of our community including 
organised groups, partner agencies 
and neighbourhood policing teams. In 
doing this I intend to help develop and 
deliver a range of initiatives aimed at 
encouraging strong and lasting 
relationships with local people. By 
doing this I hope to increase the 
understanding of the dynamics within 
and between local groups. 

I am in the fortunate position to be 
taking over this role from Lee Sawkins 
who has previously worked with some 
extremely supportive people in 

Woking. I am determined to take Lee’s 
work forward and to build on the good 
relationships that already exist. 

I am keen to hear from members of the 
community so that I can introduce 
myself personally and establish how we 
can work together to benefit everyone. 

M e e t  y o u r  n e w  C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t  O f f i c e r  

www.surreyfaithlinks.org 

 

David Stewart, CEO Woking 
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An exciting interactive website for the Over 
60s, it is designed by a senior to help keep older 
people ‘in touch.’ DropBy is a friendly, 
supportive online  community where every 
member is valued and encouraged to 
contribute and can ask for help or advice from 
other members whenever needed. 
 
Simplicity, Security, and a Sense of Fun – join a 
supportive online community, interact with 
family and friends, keep in touch with those 
who are important to you, write your first blog 
or just enjoy 
the Games Room. 
 
DropBy would like to work with Faith and 
community Centres to develop the use of the 
site and support vulnerable people who are 
often excluded from the digital revolution. 
 
DropBy is an enabling force for community 
communication and cohesion. In the longer 
term it is hoped that it will become a life-line to 
the most isolated older people, especially those 
who find it hard to get out. 
 
For Faith and Community Centres it provides an 
opportunity for staff or helpers to easily set up 
membership groups in a safe and controlled 

environment. Once set up as a member you can 
exchange ideas and information and meet new 
friends who have similar interests. 
 
Members can add their ideas by joining in a 
‘talking point’ or spend time playing in the Games 
Room or looking at the pictures, videos and 
comments others have contributed. 
 
Faith and Community Centres can set up their 
own private groups and use the site to keep in 
touch with their members through online 
messages, chat rooms, and video links. 
Membership is free and your privacy and security 
is a priority. 
 
We are happy to help you find your way round the 
site - just DropBy! 
To Contact DropBy: 
E: MaryB@DropBy.co.uk or phone 07789 888 391 
Follow us on Twitter @MaryBDropBy 
 
DropBy is a small charity working to end isolation 
DropBy is registered in England and Wales 
Company No. 7184385 
Registered address: Manor Lodge, Upper Manor 
Road, Godalming, Surrey GU7 2HZ 
© DropBy 2012 

M P  D o m i n i c  R a a b ,  H o n o r a r y  M e m b e r  o f  E l m b r i d g e  M u l t i - f a i t h  F o r u m  

In his own words: 

“Today, I caught up with Nabil Mustapha and Geoff Morris of the 

Elmbridge Multi-Faith Forum (pictured below). It is a tremendous 

local organisation, bringing together a range of faiths - Christian, 

Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh, Zoroastran, Baha'i, Islamic - to 

promote understanding and dialogue. I am very proud to have 

been invited to become an Honorary Member.” 

From left: Geoff Morris, Nabil Mustapha 

& MP Dominic Raab 



P A G E  3  M A Y  2 0 1 2  

The Surrey Three Peaks Challenge completed  

The weather of 28-29 April was particularly wet and 
wild.  Yet a remarkable number of determined 
people took to the Surrey Hills to conquer the three 
highest peaks and raise significant funds for 
Guildford YMCA.  Faced with either a 14 mile option 
with intervening car rides or the 26 mile option (a 
marathon with hills!) each team chose whether to 
make the attempt on Saturday or Sunday. 

As it turned out the rain and mud was appalling on 
both days – though one walker commented, “At 
least it was the right sort of mud – it didn’t stick to 
your boots and make them heavier.”  One or two 
teams gathered for a 6 am start on Saturday but 
visibility was so poor they couldn’t see across the 
car park and an executive decision was taken to 
reschedule.  Elsewhere others set off with great 
optimism but the weather certainly added to the 
challenge element.   

Swarna Kakarlapudi of Surrey Satellite Technology 
Ltd reported, “We managed to reach all the three 
peaks on Saturday and definitely the challenge was 
more the weather than the hills.  It did give a great 
feeling of achievement particularly after the last 
peak in that weather.”  Michele Turitto of OTM 
Consulting Ltd said, “Yes, we did manage to 
complete the walk. It was a tough but memorable 
day.  Most people in the office look beyond tired 
but at the same time they have a big smile on their 
faces.”  

The conditions were universally grim, making the 
challenge much more difficult, which makes the 
achievement all the more significant.  The 
‘marathon’ option was not for the faint hearted or 

under prepared.  Peter Black of Punter Southall 
said, “We had 11 people who managed the full 26 
miles and various others who did the 14. I think the 
mud underfoot was probably worse than the rain!” 

All in all it was a remarkable effort, and it’s already 
clear that the event has raised in excess of £14,000.  
This will be used to remodel the basement level of 
Guildford YMCA’s Bridge Street building, to provide 
improved facilities for both the 16-25 year olds for 
whom the Y is home, and for young people across 
the borough who connect with the YMCA’s youth 
projects.  The event was the brainchild of Richard 
Fox of The Learning Corporation and Guildford 
YMCA is also grateful to the Surrey Chambers of 
Commerce for its support.   

Guildford YMCA salutes those who ‘picked up the 
gauntlet’- OTM Consulting, Barlow Robbins, Stevens 
& Bolton LLP, RHW Solicitors, Opus, Punter Southall, 
Guildford College, Charles Russell, Surrey Satellite 
Technology Ltd and its own youth workers from 
Plantation – and looks forward to receiving those 
same gauntlets back, full of money, during a 
reception on 28 May at Guildford YMCA. 

 

 

Charles Russell 
Team 

Croydon Faith Education Resources 

 
VOLUNTEER TREASURER SOUGHT FOR SMALL CROYDON CHARITY 

 

Croydon Faith Education Resources have just relocated to new premises attached to Ashbur-
ton Library, Shirley Road, Croydon and are looking for a Treasurer for one or two days per month, to replace 
an existing long-standing volunteer, who will hand over to you. Two employees and a T/O of £45,000.  The 

Charity supports local schools and community groups with faith resources  
and training. A Retainer/ Honorarium may be available for the post. 

GENERAL VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED TOO!! 
CFER are also looking for volunteers to help in the Library. It would be beneficial if you had computer or li-

brarian skills. For either post please apply to: resources@cferinfo.org 
Or phone 020 8656 6535 for further information 

mailto:resources@cferinfo.org
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A l d e r s h o t  t o  w e l c o m e  t h e  D a l a i  L a m a   

The Dalai Lama will visit Aldershot in the summer, 
it has been announced. His Holiness the 14th Dalai 
Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, the spiritual leader of Tibet, 
will do a talk at Aldershot Town Football Club on 
Thursday, June 21, at 10.45am, as part of his eight 
day UK tour. 
 
The Buddhist monk was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1989 for his non-violent struggle for the 
liberation of Tibet. He also became the first Nobel 
Laureate to be recognised for his concern for 
global environmental problems. Since 1959, he has 
received more than 84 awards, honorary 
doctorates and prizes in recognition and has also 
written more than 72 books. The Dalai Lama has 
travelled to more than 62 countries, spanning six 

FARNBOROUGH QUAKERS 
Effects of the current round of benefit cuts 

Farnborough Quakers have been discussing the current 
round of benefit cuts and in particular their 
disproportionate impact on those with the lowest 
incomes. There are the obvious responses like writing to 
one's MP but we felt that that and other similar 
possibilities are not likely to be very effective without 
hard facts to support any considerations being put 
forward.  
 
For this reason, Quakers nationally have asked one of 
our Area Meetings to collect anecdotes, stories and 
statistics from around the meetings in the Society of 
Friends across the country so that there is a growing 
body of evidence to use when such approaches are 
made.  
We are wondering if you have material we could add to 

the collection. If you think you can supply information that 
would add useful evidence we would be pleased to hear from 
you.  
 
Many of the cuts have only just begun to come into effect so 
you may not yet have anything to report though this situation 
could change as the months go by and any effects begin to be 
felt. 
Please e-mail any contributions to 
meadowcroft@phonecoop.coop or call 01252-517727 to talk 
about things. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
In Friendship 
 
Chris Doubell  

continents, where he has met with presidents, prime 
ministers and crowned rulers of major nations. 
 
Tickets to his talk, which will be about non-violence, 
dialogue and universal responsibility, will cost £30 for a 
seating terrace, £15 for a standing terrace and £100 for a 
VIP box. 
 
Tickets are available on a first-
come first-served basis. The event 
has been organised by the UK's 
Buddhist Community Centre. For 
information, phone Major 
(Retired) Khushiman Gurung on 
07798 563251, or e-mail 
kmgurung@hotmail.co.uk  

F r e e  I n s u l a t i o n  f o r  a l l  f r o m  A c t i o n  S u r r e y  

Action Surrey in partnership with your local authority and through UK Home Insulations Ltd is now able to offer 
free insulation for all homeowners or private tenants (with the landlord's permission). Previously the offer of 
free insulation was only available to those over 70 or in receipt of benefits, however now insulation is free for all. 
Cavity wall and loft insulation can save you in excess of £300 a year in energy bills as well as making your house 
more comfortable to live in. Being warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer! 
Insulate your house now ready for next winter and ahead of the gas increases that are expected to hit everyone 
this year. 
The current subsidy scheme that is now giving insulation free to everyone is due to the change at the end of this 
year! The current scheme will be replaced by the Governments Green Deal whereby a loan based scheme will be 
attached to the property and paid off by savings in the energy bill. Alternatively, homeowners can pay up front 
but the installation cost either way will be a lot higher than when the free insulation offer has been removed. 
Contact Action Surrey today for a free, no obligation survey of your property. 
Tel: 0800 783 2503 www.actionsurrey.orgenquiries@actionsurrey.org 

mailto:meadowcroft@phonecoop.coop
http://learningfromdogs.com/2010/07/06/happy-birthday-dalai-lama/
http://www.actionsurrey.org
mailto:enquiries@actionsurrey.org
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“Reflection” gathering at Shinnyo -En (Japanese) Buddhist Centre, Tuesday 8 th. May 2012  

 

Mr  Tom Keen, a member of Shinnyo-En, welcomed the group, and then an 
excerpt from an address given by the Head of Shinnyo-En, Her Holiness 
Keishu Shinso at the UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) at 
Nairobi on 2 March 2012 was initially shown. The address acted as a focus for 
our thoughts, as the theme of that event was `Responding to the cry of the 
earth and the human community'. 
A set of Buddhist readings from their Shinnyo-En scriptures were read out 
around the following topics: World Peace, Harmony with others, breaking 
down barriers, our homes and immediate surroundings. 
The spirit of opinions presented, and the totally friendly and loving manner in 
which everyone spoke, was a clear indication of the success of the concept of 
such meetings, based on participation. Many ideas were discussed on the 
topics chosen, and perspectives were added to our individual understandings, 
and we were all so enriched and our spirits so lifted, that there was a feeling 
that the meeting could go on and on, had it not been for the reasonable 
restraint of time. 
After a heartfelt vote of thanks by Dr Mustapha to Shinnyo-En and its 
esteemed members, we were all treated to an array of delicious food 
presented by the dedicated ladies of the Centre, who displayed not only their 
flair for good food, but also an invigorating welcoming smile that made us all so 
grateful and gratified. 
Our thanks to Tony McCaffry, John Molloy, and Peter Clarke, for giving us this 
idea. Repeat of this format is recommended, with possibly more variety in 
scriptures read, and more detail on aspects of such wide subjects allowing a 
narrower field for reflection but with more depth. 
Nabil M Mustapha 

N I G H T R I D E R  

 

On June 9th 2012 at 11.10pm I will be setting off on a charity cycle ride around the City of London, the event is 

called "Nightrider".  I have been the head of Music at Bishop David Brown school for nearly seven years now and 

in that time I have watched many students come and go and some needing extra help both emotionally as well 

as with their studies. This is where Eikon has proved itself as an excellent support for all students no matter what 

their nationality, creed or race. For those who do not know of the Charity Eikon please visit: www.eikon.org.uk 

When I first volunteered myself for the "Nightrider" challenge I had no clue of the distance we would have to 

cycle and when I read it was 100 kilometres only about 5 minutes after signing up, I very 

quickly looked for the cancel button but it was not there and I decided to take the chal-

lenge head on. I will join approximately 3000 people cycling for various charities in leav-

ing Crystal Palace at 11.10pm on the night of June 9th and embarking on a round trip of 

about 62 miles around London to return to Crystal Palace in what I hope will be under 6 

hours on the morning of June 10th.   

Your support is of the most importance to me, to know that so many people are behind 

me will make the night so much easier and much more enjoyable, so please support me 

by clicking on the following link: http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Tulane  

Thank you so much for your support, 

Aalia Laidlaw 

http://www.eikon.org.uk/index.htm:
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Tulane
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Guildford and Godalming Interfaith Forum invites you to a free talk and discussion on 

WHAT DOES PEACE MEAN TO YOU? 

Tuesday 29th May 2012, from 7 pm light refreshments, 7.30 pm for the talks followed by questions and 

discussions. At: St Joseph’s Church Hall, GU1 4AZ. Ample car parking available under the Church. 

Speakers from the following faiths: Bahai, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam & Quaker will each address the 

question: ‘What does my faith teach me about peace?’ 

 

For more information please contact: Bernard Jones (Secretary) 

E: Bernard.jones10@btinternet.com; T: 01483 424257 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Health and Social Care Volunteering Fund (HSCVF) 

The HSCVF is a comprehensive funding programme that provides a combination of grant funding and tailored 
support to organisations, aimed at enhancing their capacity and ability in the health and social care field. The 
HSCVF differs from other many other grant funding schemes as it aims to help organisations grow and develop, 
not just provide a short term input of grant monies. This is why the HSCVF gives equal priority to: 

A package of support to build organisational capacity that will assist with longer term sustainability, as well as 

Financial provision through grant awards. 
Local voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations will be able to submit a maximum of one 
application. Applicants will be asked to apply under one of the following themes: 

Theme 1:- Individual Choice and Control: Care and Support 

Theme 2:- Delivering Better Health and Care Outcomes 

Theme 3:- Improving Public Health 

Theme 4:- Improving Health and Social Care 

Theme 5:- Building Capable Communities 
Further information may be found on the HSCVF website: www.volunteeringfund.com 
Alternatively, for information or assistance with the HSCVF, there is a helpline available on 0845 172 8058. 

F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

S U R R E Y  C O U N T Y  S H O W — M O N D A Y  4 T H  J U N E  2 0 1 2  
Surrey County Show is the largest one day agricultural show in the UK attracting up to 40,000 visitors and 
hundreds of top quality animals from giant beef bulls to bantam hens.  It takes place annually at Stoke Park, 
Guildford, showcasing top quality cattle, sheep, pigs, goats and poultry from all over the South East. 
 
This fantastic family day out includes a popular horse show, dog show, donkeys, floristry, bees and honey, 
tractor driving, and plenty more – the best of the countryside right in the heart of the town.  Visit the 
Countryside Arena, Gardening Show, Food Theatre with demonstrating chefs, Eco area and Woodland area 
as well as spectacular white knuckle biting entertainment in the main arena.  There is 66 acres of shopping 
and crafts too! 
 
Tickets are discounted up to a third if you buy in advance and will be available in March  from the Guildford 
Tourist Information Centre (01483 444333); Chichester Tourist Information Centre (01483 775888) and 
Midhurst Tourist Information Centre (01730 817322) – otherwise just come along on the day and pay the 
full ticket price. 
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SEEFF Annual Conference “What do women want from their Faith?!?” 
 

Thursday, 28th June, 10:00 – 4:30 at The Apple Tree Centre, Ifield Avenue, Ifield, Crawley RH11 0AF 

 
Keynote speaker will be Professor Ursula King. Ursula is Professor Emerita of Theology and Religious 
Studies and Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Studies, University of Bristol. She has 
lectured all over the world and published numerous books and articles, especially on gender issues in 
religions. 

Chanting led by inter faith minister Razia Aziz, dancing led by the Lewes branch of the Sufi Order, UK 
and an opportunity to attend part of the Hindu service in the adjoining Mandir. 
 
This regional inter faith conference is our opportunity to: 
 Hear expert and personal reflections on the role and experiences of women in faith communities  
 Examine together some of the challenges and opportunities for us all – men and women alike  
 Network with our inter faith colleagues from across the region 
 
A vegetarian lunch and refreshments will be provided. You are welcome to bring your own children, 
although no creche facilities will be provided and you will remain responsible for them at all times. 

To register, please reply directly to this email or call Jeff Lynn on 07798 613813. 

St Dunstan’s Church Woking GU22 7DT 
http://www.st-dunstans.org 

 

Are holding a mission from 2 -17 June 2012 
including a service for the sick and carers and a youth event. 

 
The mission will culminate with a multi-cultural social event reflecting the diverse ethnic richness at St 
Dunstan’s. You are warmly invited to celebrate Mass on Sunday 17th June at 5.30pm followed by an 
evening of delicious food and cultural entertainment. The many nationalities represented in Woking 

will come together to make this event the perfect celebration of our Parish and our town, as we make 
new friends and continue to appreciate our diverse richness. 

All events are open to the local community. 

For more information please contact Barbara McManus 

E: Barbara@Management-forum.co.uk 

St Michael's Betchworth 

JUBILEE CONCERT 

given by pupils and staff of Sutton High School 

Saturday 2nd June 2012 at 7.30pm 

Admission by programme, £5 on the door 

http://www.st-dunstans.org/
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                                                                       P A I N   
Based on ‘Mindfulness’ these six two hour monthly sessions finds the resilience within us to live with 

disabling pain regardless of how or why it occurs.  

Attendance is free, but a donation of £2 per meeting towards refreshments and costs would be 

gratefully received. All are welcome. 

Venue: St Nicolas Church Hall, Bury Street, Guildford, GU2 4AW, Time: 7.00pm to 9pm 

Dates: 14th June, 12th July, 9th August, 13th September, 11th October 

For further information contact: E: suzette.jones@cofeguildford.org.uk, T: 01483 790335 

SURVIVED 

Imperial Male Voice Choir 

Musical Director Deborah Miles-Johnson and Guest Soprano Soloist Tessa Spong 

Saturday 30th June 

St Michael’s Church, Betchworth at 7.30pm 

This Internationally acclaimed choir from London will perform a varied and entertaining programme 
drawn from its repertoire of folk, operatic, popular, sacred and spiritual music arranged for male voices. 

Admission by Programme 

£ 10 including interval glass of wine, £5 under 18s/students 

with student card Available from Linda Slater 

T: 01737 844 632 

E: david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk 

In aid of the St Michael's Lady Chapel Project 

 

Or on the door if seats are available 

www.imvc.org.uk 

AUGUST 2012 

AT  

ST MARY’S CHURCH 

BUCKLAND 

 

More information in the next 

newsletter 

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk 

mailto:david.slater2@tiscali.co.uk
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With the ‘greatest show on earth’ now only weeks away 
from rolling into Woking Borough, there are lots of events 
and activities taking place over the summer months that 
will inspire and entertain you and your family. Woking 
Borough Council has been working with local 
organisations and community groups to bring you 

Celebrate Woking, an exciting and inspirational programme of multi-cultural community events and 
activities that commemorate the Borough’s role in the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, 
as well as the recent Diamond Jubilee. There’s plenty to see and do to get people in the Olympic spirit.  

Woking Park is set to come alive with an extravaganza of music, sport and culture, as it hosts Party in 
the Park on Saturday 7 July, while Byfleet, West Byfleet and Pyrford will become a hive of activity on 
the 28 and 29 July as the men’s and women’s Olympic Cycle Road Race whizz through our Borough, 
alongside a weekend of free community festivities. Please see www.celebratewoking.info for more 
information. 

Party in the Park's Volunteering Zone  

Date: 7 July 2012, Time: 12pm to 7pm  

Venue: Woking Park, Kingfield Road, Woking, GU22 9BA  

This event will be an extravaganza of music, sport and culture and an event not to be missed!  

Visitors will be treated to an array of free performances and activities set within themed zones and 
tents around Woking Park. The Party's crowning glory will be an open-air, festival-style stage, which 
throughout the event, will showcase some of the Borough's top musical, drama and dance talents.  

 

In partnership with Woking Borough Council:  

Woking Association of Voluntary Service are organising a Volunteering Zone, to celebrate the 
impact the voluntary sector has on the community of Woking  

It is anticipation that over 5,000 people will be attending this event which will give us a great 
opportunity to highlight to the people of Woking the wide variety of volunteer opportunities available 
in the local area and to recruit those much needed volunteers.  

Many organisation have already signed up for this event Surrey Police, Link Leisure, the Surrey Fire 
and Rescue, Surrey Search and Rescue, Surrey Golf Partnership, Surrey4x4Recovery, Surrey Blood 
Donors Service but to name a few.  

This is a must not miss opportunity for volunteering organisations who work in Woking to shout about 
what they do and to recruit new volunteers.  

For more information and to book your space, please contact WAVS on 01483 751456 or email 
info@wavs.org.uk.  

To find out about any events and activities taking place in your area for the Olympics please visit: 

http://www.gosurrey.info/how-you-can-be-part-of-it/local-events-and-activities/ 

http://www.celebratewoking.info/
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Festival of Volunteering  
Saturday the 14th July 2012, 11am until 3pm, will see the return of the Festival of Volunteering to Woking to 
Woking Town Square as part of the UK’s annual Volunteers’ Week celebration. 
 
Woking Association of Voluntary Service (WAVS) will again be celebrating the huge impact that volunteers have 
on the work of local charities and community groups. As well as highlighting the wide variety of volunteer op-
portunities available to people in the local area. For voluntary organisations this is a great opportunity to recruit 
those much needed volunteers.  

This is a must not miss opportunity for volunteering organisations who work in Woking to shout about what 
they do and to recruit new volunteers. For more information and to book your space, please contact WAVS on 
01483 751456 or email info@wavs.org.uk.  

The Surrey Faith Links website has a new domain: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk 

All previous information is still on there but please be patient while I get it updated. 


