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Surrey
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.”
A Bible verse from the Letter of James Chapter 1 verse 17
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The aim was to enable faith representatives to network, build relationships,
share concerns and consider the possibility of setting up an interfaith forum in
Surrey Heath.
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Councillor Liane Gibson welcomed all participants, representatives introduced
themselves to their groups, followed by lunch and a workshop. The workshop
involved answering questions around any concerns individuals may have in their
faith community and if they would like to continue interfaith activity in the
future.

Upcoming Events
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Thank you to Tony Oakden who provided this month’s words of wisdom for us
to reflect on. Plenty of reports from Interfaith Week and useful information in
this month’s newsletter, thank you to everyone who contributed.
Kauser Akhtar
(Faith Links Adviser)

SURREY HEATH FAITH LUNCH
Surrey Heath Borough Council in Partnership with Surrey Faith Links, Surrey
Minority Ethnic Forum, Camberley Churches Together and Community
Engagement Officer Michelle, organised a Faith Lunch for faith representatives in
Surrey Heath during Interfaith Week.

Participants brought different dishes from their own cultures to share with the
rest of the group.

Main Faith Festivals in
December 2012
 2nd - Advent Sunday
 8th - Bodhi Day
 9th - Hanukkah
 13th - St Lucy’s Day
 24th - Christmas Eve
 25th - Christmas Day

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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HOPE IN THE FUTURE
“Hope
in
the
future” was the
theme
of
an
inspirational
meeting held at St
Nicolas
Church,
Guildford
on
Sunday November
18th. Individuals
from seven different religions spoke of the hope
their faiths hold for them and the world at large.

Shah Jahan Mosque, whose wife was one of the
speakers.

Love and truth, the need for joy, absolute
happiness, living in the present, performing good
deeds, confidence in our ability to solve problems
and the inevitability of world peace were among the
topics raised.

The proceedings took place in the company of the
Mayor of Guildford, Cllr Jennifer Jordan, who
welcomed everyone and the Mayor of Godalming,
Cllr Liz Wheatley made the closing comments. Two
of the contributors had special birthdays – Sikh
Bahadur Singh was 60 and Bahá’í Sean Shahrezaey
21 and each were presented with card and cake.
The event was organised by Guildford and
Godalming Inter-Faith Forum. A collection was
made for Guildford Action who had an input to the
event.

Contributors from Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism,
Christianity, Islam, Sikhism and the Baha'i faith also
provided inspiring hope-filled music to an audience
that included people of other beliefs including
Humanism. This included a chant from the Imam of

The formal part of the meeting was completed by
the Reverend Dr Marcus Braybrook who outlined
the history and development of the inter-faith
movement in a talk he entitled "Interfaith -Looking
Back, Looking Forward". He encouraged people of
different faiths to advance from the current
position of observing and respecting each other to
working together for the future.

Mary and Jesus in the New Testament and in the Qur’an
Woking People of Faith hosted a lecture by Professor Nur Masalha (St Mary’s University College London)
on the subject of Mary and Jesus in the New Testament and the Qur’an. Professor Masalha provided
valuable insights into the similarities between the two accounts of Mary and Jesus, and explored some of
the differences in the traditions. The lecture included some time for questions and was followed by
delicious tea over which those attending had time to meet people of other faiths and discuss points of
interest. One person said ‘ it was very interesting to begin to distinguish between what the 3 faiths ‘of the
book’ share and where they disagree.’,and, ‘I enjoyed meeting someone who has a different faith from
my own.’
Woking People of Faith is committed to providing opportunities where people of different faiths and
cultures can better understand one another. The charity also runs youth, sports , social and community
service events.

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Police Neighbourhood Meeting for Women
A meeting was held for women at Shah Jahan Mosque with the Chief
Constable Lynee Owens, Sgt Nolan Heather, Carol Thomas from the
Diversity Crime Unit and Neighbourhood Officer WBC Sophie Harkin. Chief
Lynee gave a brief introduction to policing and requested attendees to
raise any concerns they had.
The meeting was well attended and welcomed by the ladies. Many
concerns were raised, in specific to recent burglaries in Maybury and
Sheerwater.
Meetings of such nature will be held regularly to build a positive
relationship and improve communication between the police and local
community.

Woolf Institute e-learning course
The Woolf Institute has announced that applications are now open for its e-learning
course ‘Jews, Christians and Muslims in Europe: Modern Challenges.’ The course focuses
on the relationships between Jews, Christians and Muslims and their impact in Modern
Europe. The course is taught at final-year undergraduate level over the course of one
calendar year, the e-learning approach allows participants to study wherever they choose
over the internet working with Woolf Institute tutors and other students both individually
and jointly.
The deadline for applications is 1 February 2013 and the course commences on 25 February. The total cost of
the course is £350. For more information, visit www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/courses/jcme.asp

Woodland Trust trees project
The Woodland Trust is offering community groups, youth groups and schools the chance
to apply for packs of free trees for delivery in March 2013. This project is designed for
groups interested in helping wildlife; creating a faith, or inter faith, green space; or a
community garden or allotment. There are three sized packs in various themes – 30 saplings, 105 saplings and
420 saplings.
The deadline for applications is Christmas 2012. For more information, visit http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
en/moretreesmoregood/free-trees/Pages/free-tree-packs.aspx?gclid=CPui64ehvbMCFaTMtAodakQAqQ.

IARF Peace Commission
The Peace Commission of the International Association for
Religious Freedom (IARF) plans to link half a dozen peacemaking groups to focus on one project for action. The Peace
Commission plans to meet, in or around London, every two months. For further information or if you wish to
attend the next meeting, contact Richard Boeke by phone on 01403 257 801, or by email r.boeke@virgin.net.
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Nothing Holy about Hatred
A new project has been launched entitled ‘Nothing Holy about Hatred’, to “bring together people from all
faiths, denominations and non-religious beliefs, to stand against the damage and harm caused by
homophobia”. More information can be found online at http://nothingholyabouthatred.org/.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SurreyRural
Surrey Community Action, Communities Engagement Team of the Diocese of Guildford and the Surrey Assoc. of
Local Councils, are undertaking a survey to determine the needs of rural communities in Surrey. With the
evidence gained from the survey, it is hoped to secure funding to provide a Rural Community Development
Worker, to engage with the issues raised. We would like to encourage you to complete the short survey to help
us provide the evidence needed. The survey will close midday on the 14th December.
Please do forward the information to anyone who you feel may wish to participate
For a paper copy or for further information please contact: Peter Arnold, Email:petera@surreyca.org.uk;
Surrey Community Action, Astolat, Coniers Way, New Inn Lane, Burpham, Guildford, Surrey, GU4 7HL, Tel
(direct): 01483 447101 Fax: 01483 440508

Volunteers needed to support people with life -threatening illness
We will give you the skills to make a real difference.
Brigitte Trust volunteers offer emotional support, respite time and practical help at home, to
individuals and families facing the effects of cancer and other life-threatening illnesses. During
the past year we have supported almost 200 Surrey families and we urgently need new
volunteers to continue and expand this vital service in partnership with Macmillan Cancer
Support.
Make 2013 the year you join the volunteer team at The Brigitte Trust. You will be joining a Surrey charity
offering valuable help at a time of real need. The Trust is recruiting now for its next free volunteer training
courses in January 2013 Full training and support will be provided to our volunteers
Call the office on (01306) 881816 or email brigittetrustadmin@btconnect.com today for an informal talk about
what the Trust can offer. More can be found on the training page of our website.

Video report of this year’s Games
History was made last summer and the evidence is here for you to see - in our hot-off-the-press
video report.
It brings to life what happened in the largest ever outreach during an Olympic and Paralympic
Games.
Here are links to both the long and shorter versions. You might even see yourself there
somewhere:
http://bit.ly/Rkt2qH full version 8 minutes
http://bit.ly/S0Ezsl cut down version 3 minutes 30 seconds

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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RESOURCES
Skills for Care resources to support the dementia workforce
Skills for Care has developed a series of resources to equip those working with and supporting those with
dementia, available free on the Skills for Care website: http://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/dementia/
Free Guide Can Help Charities Adopt Social Enterprise Approach
In response to a call from the charitable sector for information and advice on how to become a social
enterprise as they look for ways to deal with an environment of diminishing funding, a free guide has been
produced by Pilotlight and Social Enteprise UK. "Why Social Enterprise? A Guide for Charities" is available here
(PDF): http://www.pilotlight.org.uk/static/misc/Why_Social_Enterprise_guide.pdf
Charity Finance Group launches free banking guide for charities
The Charity Finance Group and the British Bankers Association have published a free guide to help charities
with their banking arrangements, which looks at features likely to be important to charities, such as getting
multiple authorisation on online or phone banking, claiming tax relief on interest and determining banks’
ethical policies. "Banking for Charities" is available here (PDF):
http://www.cfg.org.uk/~/media/Files/Resources/CFDG%20Publications/BBA_CFG_Banking_for_Charities.pdf

RELIGIONS FOR PEACE
Religions for Peace —the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition —advances common
action among the world’s religious communities for peace. Religions for Peace works to transform violent conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious societies, and protect the earth. The global
Religions for Peace network comprises a World Council of senior religious leaders from all regions of the world;
six regional inter-religious bodies and more than eighty national ones; and the Global Women of Faith Network
and Global Interfaith Youth Network. Now help us to help faith communities to work for the good of all - get involved. Volunteers needed to assist with one or more of the tasks listed below:
Help prepare press release
· research and send appropriate News / press release
to:
· House of Lords and Commons
· Faith leaders
· Academics
Help with arranging events (lectures /conferences/
seminars/symposium)
· Locate and invite speakers
· prepare/design invitations
· research and send invitations to appropriate
organisations and individuals
· locate /book venue
· log rsvp
· set up room
Help maintain website
· update information
· update links
· respond to queries
Help with fundraising
· arrange fund raising events

· research possible donors for projects
· send out electronically appeals / friends leaflets
Help set up working committees on
· Appropriate disarmament
· Human trafficking
· Domestic violence
Help set up and support Interfaith Youth Network of
UK
Help support the Women of faith Network UK
Help develop Inter Religious Councils in other
countries.
The volunteers will be mainly working from home,
communicating using Skype , email , etc. Expenses for
travel etc. will be offered
There will be opportunities to meet and hear
interesting people, partake in events and opportunities
to travel to other cities in Europe. For further
information email jehangirsarosh@gmail.com
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Another successful Prince’s Trust Team ends
Guildford YMCA’s 32nd Prince’s Trust Team came to a
successful conclusion this week. And thanks to the
Harlequins they celebrated in style at the Radisson
Blu Edwardian Hotel.
The young people’s
presentation to family, friends and supporters was a
moving occasion.
The 12 week self-development course takes young
people who have nothing to do and little hope for
the future and turns them around. Personal and
team challenges stretch the young people who
inevitably find they can achieve much more than
they thought possible. They form strong friendships
as they work together to achieve tasks and help
develop each other as well as themselves.
During the presentation Sam and Charlotte paid
moving tributes to Diana and Dan, the Plantation
Youth Workers who have steered the young people
through the course. Sam said, “You’ve taught us
team work, loyalty and friendship which has made us
become stronger as a team. You helped us
overcome the obstacles we faced along the way and,
thanks to you both, we are better people.”

Mark Soden, Player Development Manager of the
Harlequins, congratulated the young people on all
they have achieved. He said, “There’s nothing more
inspiring than seeing young people face challenges in
their lives and overcome them. Our players are well
paid, well looked after and they work hard yet they
have learnt so much from their time with these
young people. It’s good for them to see these young
people and what they deal with.” He also thanked
the Radisson Hotel for their generous support.
If you are or know a young person who would
benefit from a Prince’s Trust Team in Guildford,
Egham, Reigate or Crawley do call Plantation,
Guildford YMCA’s youth venue on 01483 888122 to
find out more or visit www.plantationcafe.org.uk

Charlotte added, “You are both truly inspirational
people. Doing this course has given me a reason to
get up in the morning with something positive to
look forward to every day. I understand now how
much hard work it is getting all of us awkward
teenagers motivated to do things. I will never forget
this special time in my life.”

Nowhere to live? Can’t go home?
Surrey County Council’s homelessness prevention service is here to help.
Your parents are expected to provide a home for you until you are 18 but you might not be able to stay
there if:
 you are not safe
 you have been told to leave
 your relationship with your parents has broken down.
Who can help?
 talk to your youth support officer
 talk to your youth centre worker
 contact us directly if you don’t know where to turn.
 T: 01483 519198, E: Ysshomeless.prevention@surreycc.gov.uk
What will we do?
 look at why you have become homeless
 help you find somewhere to stay while we reach a solution
 support you to make a long term plan.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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The Church of England Dioceses of Winchester & Guildford
Communications Intern
The Dioceses of Winchester &
Guildford are looking for a talented
intern to join their busy shared
communications team. This is an
exciting
opportunity
for
a
motivated self-starter to gain
experience
in
a
busy,
multidisciplinary communications environment.
Covering a wide and diverse area, the team supports
clergy, parish officers, colleagues in the diocesan
office, and five bishops; two of whom sit in the House
of Lords.
The post will be focused on providing administrative
support across a range of areas, updating and
developing websites, undertaking some light design
work, taking and editing photos and video, drafting
stories for the Guildford Diocesan newspaper,
monitoring media releases and responding to general
enquires from parish officers and the press.
Experience of working with the following software
packages is essential:
• MS Word
• MS Outlook

Experience working with the following software
packages is desirable, but not essential:
• Adobe Photoshop
• Adobe InDesign
• Video editing software
• Direct mailing applications
Although the successful applicant will be principally
based at Old Alresford Place (Diocese of
Winchester) they will be required to work at both
Diocesan Offices and further afield on a regular
basis.
The 3 month internship is offered with a salary of
£230 per week, plus travelling expenses covered in
line with Diocesan Policy.
Closing date: Wednesday 12 December (interviews
in early 2013)
For an application form, or further details, contact
Gerardine Brown, HR Manager: 01483 790302 or
E: recruitment.diocese@cofeguildford.org.uk

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
South East Region ESF Community Grants 2011 - 2013
£1,069,319 available across the South East Region
Grants of up to £12,000 are available to organisations within the South East region who support the most
disadvantaged individuals to access further learning opportunities or progress to employment. People
benefitting from these grants will be experiencing barriers to access services and will be economically
inactive or not in paid work.
Priority will be given to groups who work with:
 Lone parents
 Women
 People with health/disability issues
 Older people (50 years +)
 People from ethnic minorities and diverse communities.
We are looking to fund projects that engage participants in activities that will encourage further learning
and/or lead into employment.
Guidelines and criteria for this fund are now available on our website www.surreyca.org.uk along with an
application form
Applications for the next round of funding need to be received by the deadline of noon on the 11th
January 2013
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Chapman Charitable Trust
The Chapman Charitable Trust offers grants to recognised charities in Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex,
Kent, East Sussex, West Sussex, Surrey and Hampshire.
Grants of up to £1,000 are available. Funding is intended to support charitable organisations that work in
the following areas:



Care and counselling.



Activity.



Health and well-being.



Culture, the environment and heritage

Applications may be made in writing at any time and will be considered at the end of March.
Trustee meetings are usually held at the end of March and September.
Applications should be made in writing to the Trust. Contact the Chapman Charitable Trust for further
information. For further information on how to obtain this funding opportunity locally, please contact the
following: Roger Chapman, Chapman Charitable Trust, 62 Wilson Street, London, EC2A 2BU
Telephone: 020 7782 0007 or visit: www.chapmancharitabletrust.org.uk/index.html

UPCOMING EVENTS
“THE WOKING DEBATES”
The Woking Debates seek to encourage active
participation in our community by looking at
underlying issues facing us. Together we can find
ways forward towards a more equal, peaceful and
united world. To be held in the Gallery at Christ
Church, Woking town centre
on Saturday
mornings from 11-12.30 (see dates below)
Saturday 19th January 2013: War: is it justified,
does it work?
Speaker: BRUCE KENT, Movement for Abolition of
War
Saturday 16th February 2013: Cultures and Faiths:
do they strengthen Woking?
Speaker: KAUSER AKHTAR, Faith Links Adviser,
Surrey Faith Links
Saturday 16th March 2013: Is Woking Becoming a
Sustainable Town?
Speaker: RAY MORGAN, Chief Executive, Woking
Borough Council
Saturday 20th April 2013: Where will our children
live? Woking?
Speaker: Rev JOHN McCABE—and young person in
need of housing

Saturday 18th May 2013: Can we become a more
equal society?
Speaker: SEAN BAINE, Chair of The Equality Trust
Saturday 13th June 2013: Conflict Resolution in divided
societies: does it work?
Speaker: ANDY BAINES, Postgraduate researcher on
Conflict, Resolution in Divided Societies
Speakers will introduce the topic for 20 minutes—then
the Chairperson will open the floor for Debate.
We hope you will spare time from your Saturday
shopping to join us in these Debates, to put your own
views or to listen. Refreshments will not be served
(except for water) so you might like to have coffee
beforehand–the Christ Church café will be open.
The Debates are free, but donations to cover costs will
be warmly welcomed on the day.
Initiated by Woking Action for Peace Contacts: Keith
Scott (t: 01483 824980 e: keithsc_2000@yahoo.com)
or Denise Moll (t: 01932 343614
e:denise.newleaf@phonecoop.coop)
Other groups joining in are: LA21, Friends of the Earth,
Quakers, Churches Together, Woking People of Faith,
Surrey Faith Links.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Searching for the sacred in hard times
Exploring the essential human search for the sacred.
Using an appreciation of metaphor in scripture, myth,
story and poetry, and crossing the boundaries of
religions and cultures.
This workshop explores pathways to finding meaning in
contemporary life. Aimed at anyone who feels a sense
of an authentic search for the sacred that may be
experienced both within and beyond traditional forms
of spirituality and religion. We will use both religious
and non-religious sources to bring alive an expression
of this search for the sacred. We will cross the
boundaries of separate religions and cultures through
an appreciation of the deep meaning of metaphor - in
scripture, myth, story and poetry. We will examine
what it means to bring these metaphors alive in a way
that is relevant and meaningful for our lives in this
place, and in this moment in time.
The main theme of this first workshop will be that of
The Journey - where we are coming from, where we
are now, and where we feel we might be going. This is
about exploring the space that is opening up in these
times of such challenge, intensity and change - the
‘Between Space’ that holds unexpected freedom, hope
and opportunity - despite the appearance of struggle
and negativity that seems to dominate the news
headlines.

We will be using a variety of approaches including
- Personal reflection, sharing and group discussion
- Stories, poetry and sacred texts
- Meditation and quiet time.
Most of all we will participate in the experience of
welcoming a new kind of space into the group,
honouring every individual’s contribution. No
particular background or experience is necessary
other than willingness to listen - to oneself, to others
and to the silence, and an openness to sharing
together.
Price: Standard cost - £30 - please book online
https://stethelburgas.org/civicrm/event/info?
id=464&reset=1
Concessionary rate (students, unemployed) - £15 please send a cheque made out to St Ethelburga's
Centre
Event information:
Date: Sunday 9 December 2012
Time:10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Location: St Ethelburga's Centre for Reconciliation and
Peace, 78 Bishopsgate, London, EC2N 4AG
T: 07989 545 958
W: www.stethelburgas.org

Responding to the Needs of Girls and Young Women in the Penal System
Date: Tuesday 11th December 2012
Time: 10.00am – 4:30pm
Venue:Broadway House, Westminster, Tothill St, London SW1H 9NQ
KEY SPEAKERS FROM:
 All-Party Parliamentary Group on Women in the Penal System
 Youth Justice Board
 Prison Reform Trust
 The Howard League for Penal Reform
For more information please visit: http://publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/CL11-PPE.php

Justice and Peace Assembly 2013 - Advance Notice: Saturday 26 January, 2013. Provisionally titled “Prayer and
Protest”, Please put the date in your diary. Further details will follow once speakers and workshop leaders have
been confirmed. In the meantime, for more information, please contact David Thomson, Diocesan Justice and
Peace Adviser at david.thomson@dabnet.org or on 01293 651155

A&C Promotions Presents:
An Evening of Elegance & Class, Dinner and dance
Date: 9th February, 2013.
Venue: Hilton Hotel, Croydon, Waddon Way, CR9 4HH
Cost: £35, Tickets now on sale. Closing date for tickets: 11th January 2013
Contact: a.andcpromo@btinternet.com or 07958 103331
Come and join us where you will be entertained by a live band and live PAs, prizes, running buffet and good
music!
If you are single, courting, married, celebrating a birthday or simply want to spend an evening out with friends,
this is the place to be.

Youth Meet at their Worship Places
Over the last month, youth from St Dunstan’s Church, United Reformed
Church and Shah Jahan Mosque have exchanged visits to their worship
places. The youth first gathered at Shah Jahan Mosque, where they
were welcomed and given an introduction to the mosque by Imam
Hashmi, followed by questions. The youth then conversed among
themselves over some snacks, which were kindly contributed by Woking
People of Faith.
This meeting was followed by another gathering after 2 weeks at St
Dunstan’s Church, where Father Peter welcomed everyone and gave an
introduction to the Church. The youth then informally looked around the church, conversed, had snacks
followed by questions.
Approximately 40 youth attended both gatherings. The groups will visit the
United reformed Church in the New Year. It is anticipated that these meetings
will become regular to enable friendships to form among youth across the
faiths.
The meetings were organised by St Dunstan’s Church, United Reformed
Church, Shah Jahan Mosque and Surrey Faith Links.

‘Like’ the Surrey Faith Links Page on face book
Advertise your events and join in the discussions!

Visit our website for updates: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk

New Multimedia page with recording of radio programs, more to come soon!
Surrey Faith Links
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3XG
T: 07502 460 397, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
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