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“Peace among religions is a precondition for world peace.”
Swami Agnivesh
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Inter Faith Week 2013 will take place from Sunday 17 Saturday 23 November.
Inter Faith Week:
•Highlights the good work done by local faith, inter faith and
faith-based groups and organisations
•Draws new people into inter faith learning and cooperation
•Enables greater interaction between people of different

Main Faith Festivals in
November 2013
 3rd—Diwali
 12th—Birth of Baha’ullah

backgrounds
•Helps develop integrated and neighbourly communities
•Celebrates diversity and commonality
•Opens new possibilities for partnership

 13th—Ashura

The three aims of the Week are:
•Strengthening good inter faith relations at all levels
•Increasing awareness of the different and distinct faith communities in the UK, in
particular celebrating and building on the contribution which their members make
to their neighbourhoods and to wider society
•Increasing understanding between people of religious and non-religious beliefs

 24th—Martyrdom of Guru

For more information please visit: http://www.interfaithweek.co.uk/

 17th—St Hilda
 17th—Birthday of

Guru Nanak
Teg Bahadur
 26th—Day of the

Covenant
 28th—Hanukkah
 28th—Ascension of

Abdul Baha
 30th—St Andrew’s Day

There will be events on the 17th November in Guildford and Woking. Please look
at upcoming events for further details on page 7

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Doves of Peace in Dorking for the International Day of Peace
Churches Together in Dorking led the celebrations of
the International Day of Peace by adopting ideas,
inspiration, and encouragement from Peace One Day
www.peaceoneday.org. This is an organisation
dedicated to ensuring that having an International
Day of Peace makes a difference in the world. This
year their strap line and challenge was “Who will you
make peace with?” which recognises that violence,
both, physical, mental and emotional can start very
close to home.
Two assemblies in a secondary school had the theme
of peace. Five primary schools in Dorking had
assemblies with a peace storyteller, and some
classes made doves. Three nurseries made doves in
their activity periods. And they told their parents and
grandparents about it. How do we know – because
they brought them to make more doves at the old
bandstand on South St during Saturday morning, or
to see the flock flying in the breeze. Lots of children
who hadn’t made doves at school were soon
colouring and decorating their doves to send out the
beautiful message of peace. At the same time
parents, grandparents, and passers-by were
encouraged to think about “Who will you make
peace with?” and write it on a post-it note. Answers
included ‘myself’, ‘the cyclists!’, ‘the Law Society’,
‘my sister’. Cards with answers to the same question
had been posted in a box at the Peace One Day
exhibition in the library.

and deeper call for peace. Peace prayers from most of
the worlds’ religions were available, and insights from
the silence/silent prayers were shared.
A bring & share peace meal, and peace concert of
home grown talent, was the programme for the
evening at the URC. Rev Peter Flint was the gracious
host, and Rev Paul Gough and Mrs Judith Flint the
impresarios. The audience were appreciative, most
particularly for the choir singing extracts from Karl
Jenkins’ The Armed Man. The music and the bugler’s
Last Post were deeply moving and left a lasting
impression of why a call to peace is so important.
Comments
‘I feel we’ve really been part of something here’
‘I love that people all over the world are doing
something for Peace at the same time’
‘So special to feel we were part of a global community
recognising and upholding peace’

Professional musician John Peppard led the peace
singalong as the crowds gathered to cheer the Tour
of Britain cyclists on through Dorking.
The afternoon peace prayer vigil at The Little Chapel
of the United Reformed Church (URC) was a quieter

Guildford Cathedral’s 2020 vision launched
September 26 - Guildford Cathedral has announced a new strategy to secure its future at the heart of the
Guildford community. The strategy includes an ambitious seven year plan for fundraising and investment and
also reveals plans to sell some of the land on Stag Hill for proposed new housing.
The new Dean, the Very Revd Dianna Gwilliams, launched the bold new plan on September 26 - which will
involve the creation of significantly enhanced public open space on Stag Hill, greater connectivity with the
town centre and a major programme of urgent repairs to the fabric of the Cathedral. Find out more online at
www.guildford-cathedral.org/2020
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Who are you sharing Christmas with?
Christmas is a busy time of year, celebrating and spending time with family and friends. However, we know
that this time of year can be difficult for some in our communities. They may be lonely – separated from family
and friends, or vulnerable for other reasons. We know that many of these people are supported by you at this
time and we would like to compile a directory of support that is available in your local communities over the
Christmas period.
Are you, other churches, faith groups or community groups in your local area holding a Christmas lunch; or
running social activities over the Christmas period for those in your community who are lonely or vulnerable?
We would be grateful if you would share your plans with us. Please get in touch with Jo Cookes, Partnership
Development Co-ordinator at the Diocese – jo.cookes@cofeguildford.org.uk or 01483 770330 with brief details
of what is taking place.
Surrey Heath needs your vote for our dementia friendly garden!
Most people know someone who has been affected by dementia directly or indirectly, and will understand the
impact this condition has, how devastating it can be for the family and frustrating and hard to come to terms
with for the person living with dementia. By 2015 Surrey Heath is estimated to have over 1,000 people with
dementia as well as the fastest projected increase in Surrey by 2020 due to an aging population.
To celebrate Supra’s 18th birthday and give something back to the communities who have supported them
over the years they have organised a Willy Wonka style competition. There is an £18,000 prize to be won for
the community project with the most votes in their Golden Key Competition. Voting runs from October 14 to
31. Place you vote for Surrey Heath by going to http://www.keysafebirthday.co.uk/proposals.php#130

Surrey Heath Faith Lunch
Surrey Heath Borough Council, Surrey Faith Links, Camberley Churches
Together and the Police held the second Faith Lunch at High Cross
Church in Camberley on 23rd September . The lunch was well attended,
faith representatives included Bahai, Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and
Buddhist.
A talk on Christianity was delivered by the Minister at High Cross Church
and a Bahai representative gave an insight to the Bahai faith; there were
great discussions on how to move the forum forward with plans for
future meetings.

Volunteer Training
Volunteer Management & Retention, 14th Nov 2013, 10am to 4:30pm
Volunteering and the Law, 9th Dec 2013, 10am to 4:30pm (both held at leatherhead)
For further details on both courses, including: Course outline, cost, payment methods, location map, parking,
accessibility, refreshments, faqs, or simply to book your place, please click on the following link:
http://volunteer-management.eventbrite.co.uk. If you click on either of the ‘Attend’ buttons, it will bring up
the detail.
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Do Something Different: Woking Prince’s Trust Team
“Team” is a FREE 12 week course for people between 16 and 25 years of age.
While on Team you will develop the skills required for jobs or to go onto college courses. You will be involved in
planning and participating in various projects that will give you loads of great experience.
We work with you to find out what is the best option for you, then help you apply for it!
The whole course is geared towards the current and future needs of the Team — That’s You!
We do loads of fun stuff – A Dartmoor Trip; days out; film and newspaper making — As well as this you will be
getting some great FREE qualifications and experience. You will have a great time and you will look great to
employers too! For more information or if you are interested in joining the course: Contact Diana on 01483
888122; Email: dsammons@guildfordymca.org.uk

The Unity of Faiths
World sport, religious, political leaders and tens of thousands of people from all walks of
life recently joined hands in London to pledge their support for the launch of The Unity of
Faiths Foundation (TUFF), a UK based non-profit organisation.
TUFF is a secular organisation that recognises the importance of inter-community dialogue and acceptance as
the bedrock of community cohesion and understanding. The organisation was founded by Ms. Anna Prior, a
former art dealer from Mayfair and Dr. Shamender Talwar, a Social Psychologist from West London.
A response to the increased dissonance, cultural and religious divide that has estranged communities, nationally and globally, TUFF, was launched with the mission to UNITE people and communities through the common
factor of Faith, irrespective of religious belief, cultural or social backgrounds, and to subsequently create a
more stable, tolerant and cooperative future for all. For more information visit: www.theunityoffaiths.org;
T 07429 588353, E:info@theunityoffaiths.org

SPELTHORNE FAITH FORUM
Spelthorne held it’s first faith forum meeting on the 24th of October;
the meeting was facilitated by Spelthorne Borough Council and was
well attended by different faith representatives. There was a
presentation on Universal Credit, an opportunity to share stories
from the faith sector, a presentation from Elmbridge Multi Faith
Forum and Surrey Faith Links about the various Faith forums in the
county. The workshops demonstrated the need for such a forum;
plans are being made to formalise.
Interfaith Related Dates
Interfaith Week: 17th—23rd November, for more information please see front page of the newsletter.
Mitzvah Day: Mitzvah Day (Sunday 17th November) is the largest day of faith-led social action in the UK, and
serves as the launch of Inter-Faith Week each year. On the 17th of November, the Jewish community proudly
partners with groups from other faith communities, with the aim of reducing hardship and poverty, helping the
environment, and spreading joy through hands-on social action which builds community and fosters new
relationships. Taking place in 20 countries around the world, over 25,000 people donate their time to a range
of projects, including planting trees, gathering food for the homeless, visiting the elderly and cleaning up parks.
If you would like to take part in this day of social action and giving, please
contact sophie@mitzvahday.org.uk or call 020 3747 9960 to find out who is
taking part in your area and how to get involved. ww.mitzvahday.org.uk
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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EXCLUSIVE PLACES AVAILABLE IN 2014 SELL -OUT CHALLENGE EVENTS!
 The 2014 Virgin London Marathon: 13th April
 NightRider London 2014: 7th June
 The 2014 Prudential Ride London-Surrey 100: 10th August
We have one Silver Bond place available for the 2014 London
Marathon! Applications are now being accepted for this coveted place.
If you would prefer to see London by bike, then why not consider
entering a team to ride for Eikon in either:
*NightRider London - a 100km night-time ride throughout London; or
*The Prudential Ride London-Surrey 100 - a 100 mile ride through
London and Surrey. This is one of the largest charity bike rides in the
world!
The Eikon Charity had a fantastic end to September, raising nearly £20k to help young people in Surrey in two
separate fund raising events.
The Eikon Charity is a Surrey-based charity that has been working in the local community for almost two
decades, providing long-term support to some of the country’s most vulnerable young people and their
families. Last year the charity worked with over 2,500 young people.
Contact: Jessica Maybanks: Fundraising & Development Manager , E: jessica@eikon.org.uk

SPECIAL RECOGNITION FOR SURREY POLICE CHAPLAINS!
The Lord Ferrers award, which is issued through the Home Office, was initiated to recognise the incredibly
important role that volunteers play in supporting police. This year, the Surrey Police chaplains were nominated
in the team volunteer category. While our enthusiastic and dedicated team of 23 volunteer chaplains didn’t
win, the awards committee were so impressed that they issued a special certificate of recognition, especially
for the team. Chief Constable Lynne Owens of Surrey Police awarded the certificate at a chief’s commendation
ceremony in September.
The support and openness of Bishop Christopher and Tony Oakden within the Diocese has been invaluable in
the growth of the project which also includes chaplains representing the Buddhist, Muslim, Sikh, Hindu and
Jewish faiths. In addition to focusing on the internal needs of our officers and staff, the chaplains have been a
link between multi faith groups and the police which has built good community partnerships and faith
relationships. In 2012, chaplains provided almost 1000 hours of unpaid, committed service to police officers
and staff, providing real service and value.
Ultimately, the chaplaincy provides a source of
comfort and stability in a world which is often lacking
both.
Wendy Gibson, chaplain to Reigate police station and
Bahadur Singh, the associate Sikh chaplain accepted
the award on behalf of the team.
For further information about the chaplaincy team
please contact Tony.Oakden@cofeguildford.org.uk
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Youth Small Grants programme
Surrey County Council is providing Youth Small Grant funding for small, voluntary, community and faith sector
organisations to enable direct work with young people that contributes to:
 more quality youth work delivered locally
 more young people in education, employment and training
 more young people safe from crime and anti-social behaviour
Small voluntary, community or faith sector organisations are able to apply for grants of between £500 and
£5000. The evaluating committee will review all applications and can choose to make partial awards. Each
borough or district has been allocated a fixed amount of grant funding to be allocated in 2013/14 depending
on the number of 10-18 year olds that live there.
The application should be from a voluntary, community or faith sector organisation with a turnover of less
that £100,000 per annum. Other applications will only be considered by exception.
The application process for Small Grants is being administered by Surrey Youth Focus on behalf of Surrey
County Council. To apply please complete the Word version of the application at
http://www.surreyyouthfocus.org.uk/small-grants-programme and email it to
youthsmallgrants@surreyyouthfocus.org.uk or complete the online application form on the Surrey Youth
Focus website.
The closing date for 2013/14 funding is 31/12/13. Please note that bids will be awarded on a rolling basis
throughout the period until the funds run out and therefore funds may run out early.

Other Various Funding Opportunities:
Voluntary Support: http://www.voluntarysupport.org.uk/funding.html
Surrey Community Action: http://www.surreyca.org.uk/category/funding/
Surrey Care Trust Crisis Grants: http://www.surreycaretrust.co.uk//Crisis-Grants.html
Active Surrey: http://www.activesurrey.com/funding
Surrey Rural Partnership: Surrey’s rural communities, organizations, businesses, farmers, growers and
foresters are now able to access a range of new funding opportunities! The Rural Access to Services
Programme (RASP) and the Surrey Hills LEADER Programme are now open for applications from rural areas.
To find out more information please visit:
http://www.surreyruralpartnership.org.uk/programmes.php?id_prog=10
Councillors’ Allocations:
Every county councillor in Surrey has a personal 'members allocation' of over £8000 which can be granted to
local community organisations to support local projects and events. You can find out whether your group is
eligible to apply for a member's allocation grant and how to go about this by visiting Surrey County Council's
Local Committee webpages:
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/your-council/councillors-and-committees/decision-making/local-committees

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS

How can we find a just and lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians?
The Bereaved Families Forum, the Palestine Solidarity Campaign and Rabbi Danny Rich
Debate ways to end the conflict
Thursday, 7th November , 7pm
All Saints Church, Market Place, Kingston, KT1 1JP
All welcome

Islamic Events UK: Eid Fun Day!!
Chessington World of Adventures, Sat 9th November 2013
For more information please visit: http://www.eidfunday.com/

Compassion & Care: Public lectures at Guildford Cathedral
Compassion – what does it mean to suffer with?

Do you see this woman?

Monday 11th November – 19:45
Canon Chris Rich – Director, Communities
Engagement Team, Diocese of Guildford.
Chris’s skills are in youth and community
development, organisational development,
management and social policy and planning. His
experience has focused on assisting faith communities
to develop local grassroots work in order to engage
strategically. His talk will invite us to consider how we
care for one another and support those who are
carers.

Monday 18th November – 19:45
Canon Sarah Mullally – Canon Treasurer,
Salisbury Cathedral.
Sarah was appointed in September 2012 and has
oversight of the major repair programme, the arts
programme, fund raising and the ministerial life of
the Cathedral. Her wider national responsibilities
include being a non-executive Director at Salisbury
NHS Foundation Trust. She brings her experience
as a priest and as a nurse to reflections on
compassion and pastoral care.

Booking via the Cathedral box office: www.guildford-cathedral.org/worship/boxoffice
Cathedral Office Guildford Cathedral Stag Hill GU2 7UP, www.guildford-cathedral.org 01483 547 860

“What is happening to our NHS?”
Non-political public panel discussion (admission free)

Raise questions and learn more

Tuesday 12th November at 8 pm
South Farnham School, Menin Way, Farnham GU9 8DY

Collection for Macmillan Nurses and Disability
Challengers

Panel members:
Dr Jane Dempster - Local GP
Dr David Brow - Local GP
Sir Mike Aaronson - Chairman Frimley Park Hospital Trust
Harry Baker - Patient representative
Chair: Belinda Schwehr

Hosted by farnhamHUMANISTS
Enquiries: 01252 794021
www.farnham-humanists.org.uk
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Guildford and Godalming Interfaith Forum invite you to their
Annual Multi-faith Commemoration of Interfaith Week: “Living Well Together…”
Sunday 17th November. 3.00p.m. at St. Nicolas Parish Room, Bury Street, Guildford, GU2 4AW
Speakers from different faiths; refreshments will be shared after the programme.
The Mayors of Guildford and Godalming, Councillor Diana Lockyer-Nibbs and Councillor Tom Martin will be
attending the event.

Surrey Dementia Conference
You are invited to a Surrey Dementia Conference to be held on the 27th November 2013, 9.30 – 4.30 at
Dorking Halls, Reigate Road, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1SG
The main speaker has been confirmed as Alistair Burns, the National
Clinical Director for Dementia at NHS England, Professor of Old Age
Psychiatry at The University of Manchester and Clinical Director for the Manchester Academic Health Science
Centre (MAHSC)
The programme for the day is currently being finalised and will include the following areas:
 Focusing on partnership working across Borough and District Councils including the exciting development
of 11 Wellbeing Centres across Surrey
 Showcasing of Dementia Friendly Surrey projects
 A carer’s testimony
 Also confirmed is the Anchor Dementia Choir
 Plus stalls, marketplace and networking
If you wish to apply for a place on this training please request a Joint Training Booking Form and return to:
E mail: surreyjointtraining@learningenterprise.co.uk , Surrey Health & Social Care Joint Training Partnership
Tel: 01932 723885 (24hr Voicemail); Fax: 01932 723884 SMS: 07824 537413
Christmas Fair at St Dunstan’s Church, Woking, GU22 7DT
On Saturday 30th November, 12:30pm– 2:30pm
A GRAND DRAW: 1st Prize £500, 2nd Prize £200, 3rd Prize £75
Delicious cake sale, Tombola, face painting, gift, book, jewellery, toys and DVD stalls and not forgetting Santa’s
Grotto!
In support of: WOKING HOSPICE & CHRISTOPHERS CHILDRENS HOSPICE
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Donate unused items including gifts, bottles, toys, books etc.
Help sell Raffle Tickets before and after Mass.
Help to man the stalls.
Help sort the donated items.
Help clear up after the event.
PLEASE contact us if you can help in any way: Bea: 07941220815/ 01483841891, beasomer@googlemail.com
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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HOLISTIC CARE SEMINAR
AN HOLISTIC APPROACH TO BEST CARE:
CARING IN MENTAL HEALTH
Monday 18th November 2.00pm – 5.00pm
Ashford Hospital Education Centre,
Ashford Hospital, London Road, TW15 3AA
We are privileged to welcome as our Seminar
leaders:
Josiah Anyinsah, Learning Disabilities/Mental Health
Chaplain, Surrey and Borders Mental Health
Partnership NHS Foundation Trust
Naseer Ahmad, Multi-Faith Spiritual Care Coordinator, Surrey and Borders Mental Health
Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

representatives to meet to consider aspects of
the care provided within our local health care
community. To date these have been
stimulating and interesting occasions when we
have been able to share ideas, reflections and
concerns about patient care and to gain in
mutual understanding.
Please e mail your acceptance to:
Judith.Allford@asph.nhs.uk or
telephone 01932 723324
We very much look forward to seeing you.
The Trust Chaplains

These seminars provide an opportunity for local
faith leaders, congregational members and religious

An Event for Interfaith Week: The Struggle for the Sacred in Today’s Society
With The Revd Patrick Morrowan (Anglican priest and former university chaplain, now working at the
Council of Christians and Jews)
Thursday 28th November, 8pm
The Church of Our Lady of the Rosary, Gresham Road, Staines, TW18 2BD
Followed by refreshments; ALL WELCOME
There is no charge for our meetings but we welcome donations towards expenses and the work of CCJ
The Staines and District branch of the Council of Christians and Jews is focused on Staines and neighbouring
towns in North West Surrey and also draws members from a wider surrounding area.
Contact us at ccjstaines@gmail.com, 01252 622978, www.ccj.org.uk/staines
Improve your Health: T’ai Chi Qigong
Health Benefits include:
Promotes deep breathing
Improves lower body and leg strength
Helps with arthritis pain
Reduces blood pressure
Improves balance and stability by strengthening ankles and knees
Promotes faster recovery from strokes and heart attacks
Mondays 9.30 and 11.00 am
Wells Centre, Spa Drive, Epsom. Surrey, KT18 7LR, T: 01372 724614, E: thewells@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Community Cohesion and Social Inclusion:
Strengthening Partnership Working Between Local Authorities and Voluntary and Faith Groups
Central London, Wednesday 11th December 2013
With ‘religion and belief’ included in the Equality Act, there is now a greater impetus for councils to work in
partnership with voluntary/community sector organisations (VCS) and faith-based organisations (FBOs) to
achieve mutual policy goals, service delivery, social action objectives, as well as tackling the macro Government
agendas on partnership, community empowerment and countering violent extremism.
This special symposium provides an invaluable opportunity for local authorities, voluntary, community and
faith sector organisations and other statutory partners to examine the Government’s strategy on community
cohesion, integration and engagement and discuss the future of partnership working between policy-makers,
practitioners, faith groups and VCS to promote social inclusion and achieve wider societal goals.
Please book online at your earliest convenience in order to secure your delegate place(s):
http://events.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/register/DL11-PPE3

Surrey Faith Links
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3XG
T: 07502 460 397, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk

Designed & Edited by:
Kauser Akhtar

