December 2014

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child
and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14
And in their footsteps We sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the Law that
had come before him. Quran 5:46
Thank you once again for all your contributions that make this newsletter
exciting and informative. Please do keep sending in reports, events and any
useful information.
Kauser Akhtar
Faith Links Adviser
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BISHOP OF GUILDFORD’S CHRISTIAN MUSLIM FORUM
The Christian Muslim Forum met up on Monday 24th November at Shah Jahan
Mosque, Woking, to discuss the future of the forum and how to welcome the new
Bishop. There was great enthusiasm shared and eagerness to further establish
good relationships between Muslims and Christians. The forum plans to meet three
times a year and work together to give the true peaceful image of both Christians
and Muslims living together harmoniously.

Main Faith Festivals in
December 2014
 8th - Bodhi Day
Members of
the Christian
Muslim
Forum
outside the
Shah Jahan
Mosque,
Woking.

 17th - Hanukkah
 24th - Christmas Eve
 25th - Christmas Day
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
Guildford & Godalming Interfaith Forum hosted a well-attended
multi-faith event at St. Nicolas Parish Room during Interfaith Week.
Forum members from 7 different Faith traditions each spoke about
the teachings of their own Faith on tolerance of others and shared
quotations from their Scriptures on the importance of Religious
Freedom, which was the theme of the event. Candles were lit by
each speaker, with devotional music to finish each short
presentation, including a chant from Imam Hashmi of Woking's Shah
Jahan Mosque.
The programme began with a few words of welcome and a
short prayer from Guildford's Deputy Mayor, Councillor Nicky
Nelson-Jones and the closing comments and prayer came from
Godalming Mayor, Councillor Andrew Wilson.
The Faiths taking
part were Hindu, Jewish, Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, Sikh &
Baha'i and a very nice atmosphere prevailed as we celebrated our
shared beliefs and common goals.
This was followed by an excellent finger buffet donated by
members. £100 was contributed for the work of Guildford Action.
The Interfaith Forum meet bi-monthly on the third Thursday at various venues, as well as holding several larger
events during the year. To be put on the mailing list please contact the Secretary:
bernard.jones10@btinternet.com, or check the website www.spanglefish.com/gginterfaithforum
Food Glorious Food
An evening of fun, delicious food, and reflections about the diversity
of faith was attended by over 30 young people (aged 11-17 years)
from Shah Jahan Mosque, United Reformed Church and St Dunstan’s
Church, on Friday 21 November at the URC in Woking to celebrate
Inter Faith week. The event was organised by Woking People of Faith
and Surrey Faith Links, sponsored by the Inter Faith Youth Trust.
The evening kicked off with people Bingo, which encouraged young
people to talk to each other, followed by presentations by young
people from Christian and Islam Faiths. Two Christians from the URC,
and a Muslim from the Mosque, talked about Food linked to faith
with a focus on fasting linked to Lent and Ramadan respectively. After the presentations there was Q&A session
where young people raised some rather challenging/thought provoking questions on abortion, blood
transfusion and same sex marriage! The evening concluded with pizzas and refreshments accompanied by a
couple more fun activities.
Two years ago, young people from the three religious backgrounds visited each other’s place of worship and
briefly shared the essence of their own faith. Following this a Quiz night was held at St Dunstan's Church for the
young people from all 3 faiths in November 2013, which was also successful. More events are hoped to be
planned for young people to develop understanding and friendships across the faiths.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Who are you sharing Christmas with?
The Diocese have compiled this directory of support available over the Christmas period in Surrey and North
East Hampshire. Thank you to all those groups who have shared information about how they are helping to
support people at this time of year. Christmas is a busy time of year, celebrating and spending time with family
and friends. However, we know that this time of year can be difficult for some people. They may be lonely –
separated from family and friends, or vulnerable for other reasons.
Please share the information provided with those who may be on their own at Christmas and with those who
may be looking for volunteering opportunities. If you know of another event, or are
needing volunteers please do get in touch with the: Communities Engagement Team,
Diocese of Guildford, Diocesan House, Quarry Street,
Guildford, Surrey, GU1 3XG tel: 01483 790 324 email: cet@cofeguildford.org.uk
Note for Organisers: We have been advised by one lunch organiser that your local
Waitrose may be able to provide support generally for groups who are providing lunch
for those who would otherwise be alone on Christmas Day.
To view the directory please visit: http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/go/cet

The Christian Church in Woking
Almost 6 years ago it was suggested to the Lightbox that the
displays in their “Woking Story” exhibition could usefully include a
recognition of the history, and past and present work of the
Christian church in Woking.
Now, with the assistance and co-operation of the Lightbox, the
membership of Churches Together in Woking, Surrey Churches
Together and Guildford Diocese have collected the funds and,
having finalised the design of this display, it is now on public view in
the “Woking Story” section.
In addition to the historical information, the display includes a video
narrated by a couple of local teenagers about the doings of the
churches today. There is also an “interactive” map on which the
various Woking churches are shown, and, for the delight of visiting
children, each location being illuminated when the appropriate
button is pressed.
The display includes a statement of Christian belief and also a
cabinet in which historical artefacts are displayed.
The display will be installed in the “Woking Story” section of the
Lightbox during November and will be formally “opened” in the presence of the Mayor and others on January
14th.
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MOSQUE’S IN SURREY DELIVER SERMON ON EXTREMISM
The Surrey Muslim Association (SMA) encouraged all Mosque’s in Surrey to deliver a sermon titled ‘The Prophet
of Peace’ on Friday 28th November; Imam’s have already previously delivered sermons to educate the
vulnerable about the true peaceful teachings of Islam and that extremism and terrorism are in no shape or
form accepted in Islam, this particular Friday was selected to be a collective effort to correlate with counterterrorism week.
The Surrey Muslim Association is a platform and voice for Muslims in UK; members include Imams, chairs and
representatives of Mosques and Islamic Centres across Surrey.
Some sermons previously delivered at the Royal Holloway University are available online:
Islam Condemns Terrorism (9 January 2004): http://khutbahbank.org.uk/v2/?p=5301
Islam, terrorism and future Speech at Royal Holloway
University,Wed. 24th March 2004. This speech was
delivered prior to an address by George Galloway, MP,
entitled: ‘Iraq, the legality of war, and related issues.’
http://khutbahbank.org.uk/v2/?p=5302
Christians and Muslims: The Other Story
http://khutbahbank.org.uk/v2/?p=241

Imam Hashmi delivering sermon at Shah Jahan Mosque

Christians need protection, not persecution
http://khutbahbank.org.uk/v2/?p=3551

Some interesting articles from the Three Faiths Forum:


Proposed GCSE RE criteria requires students to study two religions
but not worldviews



European Union migrants add £20bn to the British economy – in just a decade



Half Of Brits Say Religion Does More Harm Than Good, And Atheists Can Be Just As Moral



Community leaders cautiously welcome move to teach other faiths



Former Britain First Member, Matthew Lester, Denounces Group And Visits Mosque To Apologise



Church of England clears way for female bishops



Christians and Muslims have co-existed peacefully before and must do so again



'Teach humanism in religious studies'



Prime Minister welcomes Jewish News Interfaith channel



Britons Clueless About Immigration, Religion And Every Other Fact About UK Society
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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The Diocese of Guildford seek to recruit
‘Families Matter’ Family Support Project Coordinator
For the Diocesan Communities Engagement Team
Salary: £14,500 + pension, 3 days per week, Location: North Walton
This is an exciting role developing and managing this new family support project in North Walton. You need to
be passionate about supporting families to help address the challenges of parenting children with challenging
behaviour (such as. ADHD), developing volunteer responses and working closely with other agencies,
especially the churches.
The appointment will be initially for 1 year; then will be subject to on-going funding. This is
a partnership project with Surrey County Council’s Children, Schools and Families
Directorate.
The closing date for applications will be: Friday 5th December 2014
Interviews will be held on: Thursday 11th December 2014
For an application pack please contact Gerardine Brown
Email: recruitment.diocese@cofeguildford.org.uk, Tel: 01483 790302

Light Up A Life - Multi faith service
Woking People of Faith, Surrey faith Links and the Woking Hospice organised a multi faith service at St
Dunstan’s Church, Woking to remember loved ones from different faith perspectives. There were reflections
and prayers from different traditions including Christian, Muslim, Jewish and Bahai, on the theme of
remembering loved ones and celebrating the gift of life. It was not a worship service but an act of
remembrance which drew on different traditions. Participants were invited to pray within their own tradition,
and to listen respectfully to the words from traditions they did not share.
Christmas Starts with Christ
The Christmas story has been around for a long time, but today it's being forgotten.
Just 12 per cent of adults know the nativity story, and more than one-third of children don’t know whose
birthday it is. Meanwhile, 51 per cent of people now say the birth of Jesus is irrelevant to their Christmas.
Some of the UK’s leading Christian groups, including the
Church of England, the Evangelical Alliance and Bible Society,
are coming together because we believe Christmas is worth
saving.
Christmas Starts with Christ is a campaign aimed at helping
churches to make Christ and the amazing story of his birth the
focus of the nation’s favourite time of year.
See more at:
http://christmasstartswithchrist.com/#sthash.1GQBs9gr.dpuf
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
The Galaxy Hot Chocolate Fund 2014
Charities, community groups and school groups in the UK can to apply for an award to help support sporting or
leisure activities or hobbies that are beneficial to individuals or communities.
This winter, five separate awards of £300 will be given out each week from November 2014 until February
2015. (Entries can be made any time up to 11.59pm on 22nd February 2015.) Each week one of these awards
will go to the project that has received the most public votes online that week. The other four £300 weekly
awards will be selected by a panel of judges who will judge each entry (and the use of the award) on:
 The extent to which the proposed initiative will help the local community.
 Extent of the proposed initiative's reach.
 The perceived local need for such hobbies, sporting or leisure activities.
Your entry can be made online at: http://www.galaxyhotchocolate.com/galaxyfund2014/profiles/ and then
you should encourage your supporters to vote online at this website for your project! When you enter you may
include a photo or logo if you wish. Each Group can only enter once during the period the Fund is open and the
votes will be counted on a Monday of the votes cast until 11.59pm on the previous Sunday. The entry may be
randomly selected at any stage by the panel of judges while the fund is open but the organisation can only win
one prize from the Fund.
If you have any queries about the Fund please read the Frequently Asked Questions on the website. If you
need further help it is available from: Enquiries, Mars Chocolate Drinks & Treats, Unit A3-A4, Westacott
Business Centre, Maidenhead Office, Westacott Way, Maidenhead Berkshire. SL6 3RT Tel: 0845 045 0042

The Church and Community Fund
The Church and Community Fund will support projects that:
• Significantly expand the Church’s engagement with neighbourhood renewal;
• Seek innovative ways of developing established community projects so that they either a) grow existing or b)
evolve into new communities of Christian Faith, and;
• Replicate models of successful community engagement across the wider church.
If you feel that your project meets the aims of the funding themes and match the criteria detailed previously,
please complete the eligibility quiz and online application at: www.ccfund.org.uk/apply/new-applicants

Sir Halley Stewart Trust
The Trust’s total grants budget for the financial year 2014-15 is £850,000. Grants are only paid to or through
registered UK charities. Grants are normally: given in the form of a salary and limited to 2 or 3 years.
The Trust aims to promote a just environment and international goodwill. It does so by supporting medical,
social and educational, and religious projects, mainly in the UK. It is underpinned by Christian values and
therefore concerned with the development of people’s minds, bodies and spirits.
The Trust has a particular interest in supporting projects which have a focus on the prevention (rather than the
alleviation) of human suffering. It is concerned that its projects also have a positive impact on people beyond
their immediate beneficiaries.
For more information please visit: http://www.sirhalleystewart.org.uk
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS
GREEN SPACE, PHYSICAL ACTIVITY, MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING IN SURREY
Having access to green space can have a dramatic effect on the physical, mental and emotional health of
communities.
Join us on Friday 5th December, 10.00-1.00pm at TS Dianthus, Goldsworth Park, Woking, GU21 3RT to plan how
we increase the use of green space to improve physical activity and wellbeing.
AGENDA
10.00 – Welcome from Sarah Jane Chimbwandira, Director of Surrey Nature
Partnership
10.10 – Green Space, Mental Health and Physical Activity – So What?
Helen Atkinson, Director of Public Health
Michael Gosling, Co-Chairman of Public Health and Wellbeing Board
Paul Wickham, Chairman of Surrey Nature Partnership
11.00 – KETSO Workshop
12.45 - Plenary
1.00 – Lunch
For more information & bookings please email Alex Learmont at
Alex.Learmont@surreywt.org.uk or call 01483 795456.
ALL WELCOME – lunch will be provided

Celebrating Carers
Tuesday 9 December 2014, 1.30—4pm
Princes Hall, Princes Way, Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 1NX
Celebrating Carers is an event for carers of all ages who care for somebody with a mental illness or a learning
disability and the person they care for.
According to the Office of National Statistics it’s likely that every one of us will have caring responsibilities at
some point in our lives.
Come along and find out more information to support your role as a carer and meet with community carer
services across Surrey and Hampshire.
Book your place today!
Call 01372 216 158 or email engage@sabp.nhs.uk,
Text 07775 220 205
All are welcome—do bring a friend!
Please let us know in advance if you have any special requirements
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THE GREAT WAR:
FROM INDIA TO WOKING
Free display in the foyer at Surrey History Centre during normal opening hours
Tuesday 4 November – Saturday 29 November 2014.
More than a million Indian soldiers fought for Britain in the First World War.
This display of images, produced by Woking Borough Council and the Shah
Jahan Mosque, demonstrates the importance of Woking as both a site of
worship and a final resting place for Muslim troops of the British Indian Army.
Discover the history of Woking’s Muslim Burial Ground, commissioned in 1915
and see the exciting new plans for this unique memorial.
Surrey History Centre, 130 Goldsworth Road, Woking, Surrey, GU21 6ND
Tel: 01483 518797 Email: shs@surreycc.gov.uk

MARRIAGE AND PARTNERSHIP
The next bimonthly meeting of the Guildford & Godalming InterFaith Form (GGIFF) will commence with a
discussion on “Marriage and Partnership” held at The Unitarian Chapel (in Meadrow A3100 Farncombe) on
Thursday 15 January 2015 at 19:30. Refreshments might be available subject to confirmation. Forum member
Trevor Jones of the Guildford United Reformed Church has agreed to chair this Forum meeting and will kick off
the discussion with just a few brief thoughts, but there will be no outside speaker, so as to allow more time for
discussion and exchange of opinions. The discussion is planned to last only about an hour so as to allow time for
other GGIFF business for another hour afterwards if needed.
This is one of a series of smaller bi-monthly more business-like meetings, typically on a Thursday evening in odd
months. Likely other dates are 19 March, 16 July and 19 November at Guildford Council Offices Millmead and 21
May and 17 September at faith venues still to be arranged.
The Forum usually also holds two or three bigger more widely advertised public meetings a year with formal
speakers, the next being provisionally set for 14 April 2015 on the combined subject of diet, health, environment,
religion, and peace.
Guildford & Godalming Interfaith Forum is an informal group of people interested in interfaith. It exists to
promote understanding and friendship among people of all Faiths and none.
For more information contact : tel 01483 424257 or 01483 415773, www.spanglefish.com/gginterfaithforum
WOKING DEBATES 2015
There have been some interesting and lively debates in 2014 and plans for 2015 are getting finalised.
The topics for 2015 are: Education; Media—Could the media inspire us?; Europe—good or bad?; and Future of
the Heath Service.
Dates are: Saturday 17th January, Saturday 14th February, Saturday 28th March and Saturday 11th April
Time: 11.00 am—12.30 pm, Venue: Christ Church, Jubilee Square, Woking
For more information please contact Keith Scott: keithsc_2000@yahoo.com

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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‘Common Ground: Listening and Engagement’
The Church and Current Issues in Sexuality
Saturday 31st January 2015 09.15-13.30, Guildford Cathedral
Why here? Apart from the obvious practical issues of size and space, the Cathedral is ‘our’ Cathedral – not
yours, theirs or mine. It is where we should be able to voice our honest thoughts, share our deepest feelings
and listen, learn and pray together.
Who is organising this? Revd Canon Dr Hazel Whitehead, Director of Discipleship, Vocation and Ministry in
conjunction with the Very Revd Dianna Gwilliams Dean of Guildford Cathedral and the Rt Revd Ian Brackley,
Bishop of Dorking.
Who should come? Anybody who has a genuine desire to listen, think and learn about this emotive,
complex and important subject.
Why? Because it is too easy to take sides, form groups of like-minded people, be defensive and
share platitudes. We are better together.
How will we behave? With courtesy, consideration and kindness.
What about General Synod’s work in this area? Only some people will be asked to participate in the GS
sessions but this is an opportunity for absolutely everybody to join in. We hope to complement what GS is
doing and we will disseminate more material, organise more listening and engagement sessions and use as
much national material as we can – this is just a starter for ten.
What about other national and diocesan groups? Others may well be putting on similar kinds of sessions. Our
aim here is to ensure that everybody is included and that we don’t begin to take sides and form groups which
might be divisive. If we learnt nothing else from the debates about women and the episcopacy, we learnt just
how painful that can be.
What will we do? Listen to three presentations, take note, pray and think, and go away better informed.
So how do I book? Please register your interest with
louise.redfern@cofeguildford.org.uk, citing
‘CATHEDRAL 31ST JAN’ in the subject box. No joining papers will be sent.
Can I just turn up? Well, yes - but it helps us to know numbers for the
refreshments.

Justice & Peace Assembly
Annual Justice & Peace Assembly on 31 January 2015 from 10am-4pm
at the Christian Education Centre, 4 Southgate Drive, Crawley RH10 6RP on
'Taking Action in solidarity with immigrants, migrants, refugees and people on the move'
with Louise Zanre, Director of the Jesuit Refugee Service.
To book and for more information contact Ruth Gerun on 01293 651164 or email ruth.gerun@dabnet.org

Surrey Faith Links c/o CET, Diocese of Guildford
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