July 2014

O believers! Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for the people
before you so that you may become pious. (Qur’an, 2:183)
Ramadan Kareem to all those fasting in the month of Ramadan!
Thank you to everyone for contributing to the first newsletter for 2014!
Please keep your events/info coming in for future months. Plenty of
upcoming events especially in September and November as it is International
Day of Peace (21st Sep) and Interfaith Week in November.
If you would like more prompt and regular information please join us on
Facebook. Summer is here, enjoy it!
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RAMADAN TENT
Ramadan Tent is an award winning
student led initiative aiming to
participate in social change by
creating bridges between individuals,
bringing together communities, and
fostering interfaith dialogue.
Through its flagship project Open
Iftar, Ramadan Tent invites the
homeless and the public at large,
Muslims and non-Muslims, to break
fast together at dusk during the holy month of Ramadan each year. Creating a
Ramadan atmosphere in the heart of London, sharing meals, raising awareness
about Islam, connecting neighbours and ensuring charitable endeavours
continue. The Ramadan Tent Project delivers a platform that fulfils both the
objectives of catering for people in need and promoting greater crosscommunity cohesion and understanding. For more information please visit:
http://www.ramadantentproject.com/index.html
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Main Faith Festivals in
July 2013
 5th - Birthday of Guru

Hargobind
 9th - Martyrdom of Bab
 12th - Asala Dharma Day
 19th - Jamshedi Noruz
 22nd - St Mary Magdelen
 23rd - Birthday of

Guru Har Krishen
 24th - Laylat-ul-Qadr
 24th - Khordad Sal
 28th/29th - Eid ul Fitr
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The Communities Engagement Team, Diocese of
Guildford, organised a lunch for Hospital and Prison
chaplains on Wednesday 18th June to share concerns
and raise issues. The Muslim, Buddhist and Christian
perspectives on illness, mental illness and suicide
were explored. The Muslim and Buddhist speakers
advised chaplains on how to deal with patients from
their respective religions; the customs and practices
of patients in those conditions and how they would
wish to be treated.

Some interesting articles posted by the Three Faiths Forum:
 What can we learn from Religious Education in UK
 Responding to the rise of the far right
 Open letter to people of all religions, all faiths
 What world cup teams would look like if immigrants weren't allowed to play
 How Muslims pose an existential threat to hate groups
 Berlin House of One: the first Church-Mosque-Synagogue?
 Food conquers the faith divide: Camden’s religious communities unite to feed homeless
 Ramadan 2014: Facts, History, Dates, Greeting and Rules of the Muslim Fast

Offering Hospitality & Hope to Homeless Young People
Could you find a room in your home for a young person facing Homelessness?
We offer supported lodgings mid to long-term placements: a carefully planned placement that can last six to
nine months or up to two years, all aimed at developing independent living skills.
We will support you every step of the way by providing...
 monthly financial support for each young person staying with you.
 training courses delivered by our experienced team to prepare you for the role a carefully and sensitively
matched placement for the Host and young person
 the opportunity to meet the young person before they move in structured support throughout the move-in
your own east to west Supported
 A Lodgings Manager as well as access to 24 hour help and support on-going training, mentoring, advice and
guidance from our professional staff.
If you are interested in becoming a Host and want to find out more please contact our friendly Supported
Lodgings team. Visit the website to watch a short film featuring real hosts and young people
www.supportedlodgings.org. To find out more contact Phone Mattias (07449 949626) or Nick (07402 725462)
Email: sl@easttowest.org.uk

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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The Guardian Charity Awards 2014
The Guardian has launched its Charity Awards for 2014 for entries. It is looking to hear from smaller or
medium sized organisations doing great work on tight budgets so they can be recognised and rewarded. If
you are interested you should submit details of why your Charity deserves to win via the link on The Guardian
website:- http://www.theguardian.com/voluntary-sector-network/series/charity-awards-2014 where you
can also find full details of the Awards.
Each of the five winning charities will be awarded:
 £5,000 prize fund, kindly donated by awards partner Zurich
 Free iPad Mini, courtesy of Jigsaw24
 One year free NCVO membership, for those organisations that are not already a member
 Personalised support, resources and training.

The Eikon Charity
Eikon is a Surrey based charity which supports vulnerable young people and their families. The young people
we work with are often on the verge of becoming homeless, being excluded from school, committing a crime,
self harming and have to cope with an array of further challenging circumstances. We offer these young
people consistent support through one-to-one mentoring schemes, by managing youth centres and
conducting a mobile outreach service. Our work is vital to creating and developing young and resilient adults
who are able to positively contribute within the local community.
Eikons Paradise Prize Draw
Win a 5* luxury holiday for 2 to Mauritius! Half board, with flights and transfers included.
To win this amazing, once in lifetime prize visit www.eikon.org.uk/paradise to buy your ticket!!
Sponsorship Opportunities at Eikons annual Golf day!
Raise the profile of your organisation, whilst supporting a brilliant cause by sponsoring an element of The
Eikon Charity's Annual Golf Day! Taking place on the 19th September at West Byfleet Golf Club, this event is
always a sell-out and attracts over 100 local golfing enthusiasts.
If you would like to know more about the day and sponsor packages that are still available visit
www.eikon.org.uk/charity-golf-day or email fundraising@eikon.org.uk
Volunteering opportunities
To find out about current volunteer vacancies visit: www.eikon.org.uk/current-vacancies
Mobile outreach
We conduct a mobile outreach service which involves our youth specialists visiting ‘hot-spots’ where young
people congregate, with a view to engage them in constructive conversations and positive activities. The
young people they encounter are often young, hungry, bored and thrive from the positive environment
created by our youth specialists.
On their wish-list is the following:
A gas powered BBQ
Food for the young people – sandwiches, hot food, soup etc (they often encounter very, very hungry people!)
Some rugs for sitting on in the park (waterproof would be ideal)
Volunteers who have experience with working with young people (voluntary or paid), and can help set up
sports games in the park like rounders, football and rugby.
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…in Sheerwater and Maybury
Cycling Projects is a charity which aims to promote recreational cycling for all and helps people achieve
healthier, happier lives. We run cycling sessions for everyone every Tuesday at Sheerwater Recreation Ground
– please come along!
10am-12pm Wheels for All
Try out a range of adapted cycles including handcycles, trikes and tandems. Ideal if you’re not quite ready for
two wheels but want to experience the freedom of riding a bike. Also ideal for those with a disability or
differing needs.
11am-12pm Health On Wheels
Have a go on one of our bikes to improve your cycling skills. Ideal for complete beginners even if you’ve never
ridden a bike through to more experienced riders who want to gain more confidence before heading out on
the road. We stay within the recreation ground and surrounding areas.
12pm-1pm Pedal Away
Borrow a bike and come on a 6-8 mile guided bike ride on quiet roads and paths. Ideal for all ages and
abilities, once you’ve mastered the basics!
Please contact Anita Powell for more information or if you would like to volunteer, train as a leader, or
organise your own cycling activities for your group at another time.
For more information: anita.powell@cycling.org.uk, Phone: 07814 633 244

c h a t
A programme for people with early to mid stage
dementia
• Over 8 consecutive weeks
• In a relaxing, safe environment
• You are encouraged to be yourself
• Sharing experiences
• Making friendships
• Building on your strengths
• Minimising confusion
• Encouraging independence
• Having fun
• Participating in relevant, themed sessions
Registered charity number 1123510
To book a place, please contact
01784 444 200 or via email

sec@ageukrunnymedeandspelthorne.org.uk
www.ageukrunnymedeandspelthorne.org.uk

The Eagle Radio Local Heroes 2014 Awards
The Eagle Radio Station is currently running Local Heroes
2014 which celebrates Surrey and Hampshire’s champions
in the following categories:
 Volunteer and Charity Award;
 Lifetime Achievement Award;
 Young Person Award;
 Sports Award;
 Military and Emergency Services;
 Teaching Award;
 Music and Arts Award;
 Neighbourhood Award;
 Special Award;
 Inspiration in Business Award.

More information can be found at:
http://www.964eagle.co.uk/localheroes/localheroes2014.
php.
Nominations can be made online and the closing date for
nominations is Wednesday 9th July.
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Free Early Education for Two Year Olds
Funding for free early education for two year olds can be applied for by completing a parent application. There
is a criteria for funding (see leaflet: http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/816270/Item-13FEET_2014-A4-Web-version.pdf) and if a family are eligible they will receive confirmation from the FEET team
in writing.
Families who qualify will be able to send their two year old to pre-school, nursery or to a childminder and be
funded for 15 hours a week, over 38 weeks a year (term-time only). A child qualifies from the term after they
are two and funding is available for three terms until they move into the universal entitlement for all 3/4 year
olds to have free early education.
Once funding has been agreed it will not be withdrawn, even if their circumstances change. FEET funding will
not affect any other benefits you receive.
For more information Email: surrey.fis@surreycc.gov.uk, Phone: 0300 200 1004

New Telephone service – Epsom and Ewell CAB
From the 1st July 2014 there is a NEW telephone number for advice from Epsom & Ewell Citizens Advice
Bureau together with longer telephone opening hours. Our new number is 01372 237000 (local rate number)
Telephone enquiries are answered between 10am - 2pm Monday – Friday (excluding Bank Holidays).
Outside of these hours and during busy periods there is an answering service.
Epsom & Ewell Citizens Advice has over 80 skilled volunteers who can help local citizens with the problems of
hard times including: Benefits, Consumer Issues, Debt, Employment, Housing, Redundancy and Relationships
Please can you change our number in any of your publications it may be in.

Mary Frances Trust was established in 1994 to provide a
place where people living with mental health problems are
welcome and feel that they belong. We are the lead
provider for the Community Connections service in Mole
Valley and Epsom and Ewell. Our main focus is on people's
well being and to support them to become fully active members of their community. Services provided
include;
Advice and support: with housing, debt and benefits, as well as support to attend meetings, deal with agencies
and referrals to other organisations if required.
Learning and skills: support to access training courses and volunteering positions.
Computer sessions: one to one eDCC sessions as well as informal sessions.
Complementary therapies: low cost therapies provided in Leatherhead and Epsom.
Self Help groups: Three separate facilitated groups each held once a month covering anxiety, bi-polar and
hoarding.
Group activities: art group, play reading, discussion group.
Taster courses: singing, crafts, de-cluttering, stress management, cooking and others.
Drop in days: at Leatherhead Clubhouse on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and at the Brickfield Centre in
Epsom on Wednesdays and Fridays. People using the service at both centres go shopping and help prepare the
lunch and at the Clubhouse help run the house.
Potential users can self refer to access any of our services, just give us a ring or complete the form on our
website. Tel: 01372 375400, www.maryfrancestrust.org.uk, email: info@maryfrancestrust.org.uk
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Surrey County Council's Community Improvement Fund
The Community Improvements Fund for 14/15 is now open to applicants. The fund has been set up to support
local community based initiatives which make a real difference to people's lives. Bids to the fund can be
submitted for requests between £10,000 and £30,000 until 25 July 2014. The funding is intended primarily to
cover capital costs linked to community infrastructure projects.
The project must meet each of the specific criteria to be eligible to apply to the fund:
* Improving community facilities
* Wider community benefit
* Making a real difference to people's lives
* Encouraging communities to take greater responsibility for local issues and encourage people to work
together
Please visit the County Council's website for further information and the relevant guidance and application
form. Decisions on bids will be made at the Leader's Decision Making meeting on 8 October 2014.

Surrey Community Building Grants Scheme 2015 -2016
The Surrey Community Buildings Scheme is a partnership scheme jointly funded by Surrey County Council and
the district and borough councils. It is administered by Surrey Community Action currently all
boroughs/districts are participating with the exception of Epsom & Ewell and Waverley, The Scheme offers
capital grants to village halls, community centres and voluntary youth buildings subject to their meeting
certain specified criteria.
Grants are available towards the following types of project:providing new community buildings
extensions to existing buildings
provision of disability access and facilities
major structural work
major refurbishment to hall, kitchens, toilets etc
unforeseen urgent repairs such as re-wiring or re-roofing
provision of car parking
Special consideration will be given to applications which are made in order to comply with The Disability
Discrimination Act 2004 (Part 3).
Applications with projects costing less than £10,000 in total will not be considered. Grants are not available
towards general maintenance work, such as redecorating.
Priority will be given to those projects used by a wide variety of community groups at all times of the day and
those that show a sustainable usage of the building.
Applications are invited from 1st April 2013 and must be submitted by 31st August 2014, with a decision
expected by 1st April 2015. The project must be capable of being completed by 31st March 2016.
For further information please contact: The Community Buildings Adviser Karen Holdsworth-Cannon at Surrey
Community Action. Tel: 01483 447116 Email: karenh@surreyca.org.uk
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS
INVITATION FROM WAVERLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL
Come to a fun consultation session to help the Council shape its support for
people aged 65 and over in the coming years.
We really need the help of older residents living in Waverley and voluntary and
faith organisations that support older people in Waverley. We want to make
growing older in the borough more enjoyable, fulfilling and easier for our residents. This is your chance to help
shape future services.
Wednesday 23 July 9am to 12.30pm, Farnham Museum,
Thursday 24 July 9am to 12.30pm, Cranleigh Youth Centre.
To find out more or to book a place on one of the sessions, please contact Saffron Burgess on 01483 523502
Or email saff.burgess@waverley.gov.uk . Spaces are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment.
Bookings must be received by 16 July. Please note this event is for voluntary organisations that support older
people in Waverley and older people living in Waverley.
DropBy –is a friendly, caring and supportive online community for people over 60.
It’s simple to use, secure, and you can meet other like-minded folk
Membership of DropBy is free and your privacy and security is a priority
Outgoing over 60s required to take part in a promotional video . If you enjoy talking, singing, dancing, joking
or just having some fun Come along and take part Wednesday 16th July from 10.30 - 3.30 at The Thames Club,
Staines TW18 2PD. Refreshments provided Consent forms available on the day . Video camera will be rolling ....... take one!
Part of The Challenge and the National Citizen Service programme.
A group of supervised 15-17 year olds will be making a video for DropBy
To Contact DropBy: email MaryB@DropBy.co.uk or phone 07789 888 391.Follow us on Twitter @MaryBDropBy
Public discussion meeting
Car parking and other access issues
In light of the Trust’s recent decision to re-introduce car parking charges for Blue Badge holders*, we would like
to invite you to attend a public discussion meeting on: Thursday 17th July, From 3.00 – 5.00 pm at The Hythe
Centre, Thorpe Road, Staines TW18 3HD
The purpose of the meeting is to explore car parking issues in more detail and particularly to work together on
other potential improvements we can make, for example on parking concessions, and on the process we have
in place for claiming reimbursement for parking costs.
· Tea/coffee and soft drinks will be available.
· RSVP to: comms@asph.nhs.uk or call 01932 723800.
*This decision was made at the Trust’s public Board meeting on 29th May 2014 and will come into effect from
1st August 2014.
SWIMMING SESSIONS FOR LADIES
Every Thursday afternoon at the Woking leisure centre, from 1.30pm-2.30pm during term time and guarantees
female only lifeguards.
For women from all backgrounds.
For further information ring Woking leisure centre on 01483 77112
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Netball Now
Woking Leisure Centre and Pool in the Park have received funding from Active Surrey's Sportivate and are
working in partnership with England Netball to launch new Netball Now sessions. Netball Now is aimed for
females aged 16+ who want to keep their level of netball fitness up over the Summer, may have not played the
game since school or want to socialise and meet new people. The sessions start on July, 3rd from 18.00-19.00 in
Woking Park on tennis court 5. Each session costs £2.50 for Key Fitness and England Netball members and
£3.00 for non-members. The sessions will run on a weekly basis and all you need to do is simply turn up, pay
and play! For more information, please contact - kathryn.dennehy@freedom-leisure.co.uk
ELMBRIDGE MULTI FAITH FORUM—EVENTS IN 2014 FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 15th July, AGM and visit to the Princess Alice Hospice,
West End Lane, Esher KT10 8LA - 6 for 6.30pm
The Rev.Dr Steve Nolan, Chaplain to the Princess Alice Hospice, has kindly invited us to combine our AGM with a
visit to the hospice and a discussion of his role as a chaplain trying to meet the needs of people of many faiths.
Tuesday, 5th August, Visit to the Ismaili Centre in South Kensington
A coach will leave the EMF Centre at Mercer Close, Thames Ditton to take us to visit the Ismaili Centre, where
we are expected at 11 am for a conducted tour and discussion. After the visit, we hope to arrange an optional
lunch at the Victoria and Albert Museum, and the coach will be back at Mercer Close by 4pm.
Monday, 1st September, Visit to the Sikh Gurdwara at Southall
Tuesday, 7th October, 'Aspects of Buddhism'
Saturday, 8th November, Annual Gala Evening
For more information please contact Geoff Morris now if you are able to come: tel. 01932 868454 or geoffreymorris@emas-bc.co.uk.
TWO STUDY DAYS ON CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM
Understanding Islam: the Basics. Saturday 26 July 10.00-16.00
Christian Reflection on Islam. Saturday 15 November 10.00-16.00
Led by Dr Chris Hewer at the Diocesan Education Centre (Stag Hill, Guildford, GU2 7UP)
Places are limited to 40 participants. To book, please contact Cathy Mansell, Dean’s PA –
cathy.mansell@guildford-cathedral.org or telephone 01483 547862.
For more information: https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/learn/understanding-islam
GUILDFORD AND GODALMING INTERFAITH FORUM—EVENTS IN 2014
Tuesday 23rd September: "How can Religions Foster Peace?"
at the Friends' Meeting House, Ward Street, Guildford, GU1 4LH, 7.00pm -7.30 pm
Interfaith Week event on Sunday 16th November at St. Nicolas Parish Room, Guildford.
More information will be provided in the next newsletter
International Day of Peace
Public event organised by Woking People of Faith on Saturday 20th September from 11.00 am—12.00 pm.
Venue TBC.
Schools are taking part in a ‘Peace Day’ competition, prizes will be given by the mayor of Woking on the day. A
singer has been invited for entertainment. All welcome to celebrate and mark ‘International Day of Peace’.
More information to come.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Walk for Health
An exciting new Walk for Health scheme is being introduced to Mole Valley to help people become active, feel
better, meet one another and enjoy the beauty of their local area. A programme of fun, free and accessible
volunteer-led walks will take place across the district, bringing people together to socialise and motivate each
other.
Why not come along to the launch event on Friday 1st August at 10:30 am? There will be a 30 minute walk
beginning at Dorking Sports Centre in Reigate Road. We are looking for both walkers and volunteers to be
part of the scheme.
Contact: Melanie Cressey, Walk for Health Coordinator, Mole Valley District Council
Tel: 01306 879 292, Mobile: 07500 065979, melanie.cressey@molevalley.gov.uk, www.molevalley.gov.uk

Women and Shariah Law
Sunday September 14th at 7.30pm
Hop Blossom Pub, Long Garden Walk, Farnham, GU9 7HX (Admission free – all welcome)
Talk by Kauser Akhtar
Kauser works as Surrey Faith Links Adviser for the Church of England Diocese of Guildford in partnership with
Surrey County Council. She is a Governor at Fullbrook Secondary School in Surrey and writes on their webpage
“I am passionate about creating community cohesion between people of different faiths and no faith.”
Hosted by farnhamHUMANISTS
Enquiries: 01483 233324 www.farnham.humanist.org.uk

SPELTHORNE TOGETHER ASSEMBLY
Friday 19 September 2014, 9.30am–1.30pm at Kempton Park Racecourse, Sunbury.
This free event is open to anyone who lives or works in Spelthorne. Bookings are being taken for those
delegates who wish to participate, see the presentations and attend the workshops. Casual visitors who just
wish to see the stands and network do not need to book.
The Assembly is an opportunity for representatives from the public, private, voluntary and community sectors
to network, to share information and ideas, and to take forward the work to improve life in Spelthorne. It is
the only event in Spelthorne to bring together such a wide variety of people to have their say on key issues
affecting life in the borough.
If you would like to take space for a stand or display, please contact Joanne Jones on 01784 446421 as soon as
possible or at partnerships@spelthorne.gov.uk.

Summer School 2014 7-24 July
Peace by Piece: Building a better world
The Diocese of Guildford organises a Summer School every year; In this centenary year of the Great War, the
summer school will turn its spotlight on the complexity and jig-saw nature of 'what pieces contribute to peace'
in our world.
The first talk on Monday 7th July is ‘The Cross and the Crescent: signs of peace in a divided world’, speakers:
Bishop Ian Brackley and Kauser Akhtar.
For more information please visit: http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/lifeandfaith/summer-school/

Dept. of Pastoral and Spiritual Care is running a free 10 week course:
An Introduction to Mental Health issues in Pastoral and Spiritual Care
At St Barnabas Church, Temple Road, Epsom
KT19 8HA. Starting at 18:30 on 22nd October 2014.
The aim of the course is To equip participants with the relevant skills, knowledge and self-awareness of mental
health issues to be able to provide appropriate pastoral care within a community/faith setting or/and to support
people who are under the care of Surrey & Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust.
For more information please contact: Richard.adams@sabp.nhs.uk
Dialogue and Unity Reflection Day: Sr Margaret Shepherd, formerly Chair of the Council of Christians and Jews
and currently Adviser to the Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales on Jewish-Christian dialogue will be leading
a Day of Reflection on the relationship of the Christian Church to Judaism on Wednesday 8th October from
10.00am to 3.00pm at Worth Abbey, Paddockhurst Road, Turners Hill, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 4SB - note
change of venue. For further details please contact Sue O’Brien on susan.obrien@dabnet.org or 01293 651162.
Youthgather 2014: With Bishop Kieran Conry, will take place at St Andrew’s School, Leatherhead, on Sunday
28th September, 2014. A day (10 – 5 pm) for young people and families to walk, talk, raise funds for other
young people, learn and enjoy good company. Mass, workshops, stalls, food and Fairtrade goods on sale.
Sponsor forms and more information from the Youth Secretary on 01293 651161.

Surrey Faith Links c/o CET, Diocese of Guildford
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3XG
T: 07502 460 397, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
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