November 2014

"Raise your words, not your voice. It is rain that grows flowers, not
thunder." Rumi
Thank you once again for your contributions that make this newsletter so
interesting and useful! Please keep emailing future events and information.
I would especially like to hear about any interfaith events you are organising
during Interfaith Week or later.
Kauser Akhtar
Faith Links Adviser

Inter Faith Week 2014 will run from Sunday 16 to Saturday 22 November
The three aims of the Week are:
 Strengthening good inter faith relations at all levels
 Increasing awareness of the different and distinct faith
communities in the UK, in particular celebrating and
building on the contribution which their members make to
their neighbourhoods and to wider society
 Increasing understanding between people of religious
and non-religious beliefs
Inter Faith Week is for everyone. Some of the many kinds of organisations who
have participated in previous Weeks include:
 faith communities and their places of worship
 community and voluntary groups
 inter faith bodies
 youth groups
 schools and SACREs
 institutes of further and higher education
 local authorities and other public agencies
 sports organisations
 museums
 businesses and workplaces
 TV and radio stations
For more information please visit: www.interfaithweek.org
Interfaith week events in Surrey are highlighted under ’Upcoming events’ on
page 7. Are you doing anything? If so, we would love to hear from you.
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
T: 01483 790 334
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Main Faith Festivals in
November 2014
 3rd - Day of Ashura
 6th - Birthday of Guru

Nanak
 12th - Birth of Baha'u'llah
 30th - Advent Sunday
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The Festival of Sukkot
The new moon of Tishri welcomes in a month of Jewish festivals, beginning with the formality of the New Year
service, the Days of Awe and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement). As soon as the first star is seen in the sky at the
end of the Day of Atonement there is a change we are supposed to begin work on our sukkah (hut) ready to
enjoy the seven (or eight days depending on your tradition) of Sukkot (The Festival of Huts). For many Jews,
especially children, this and Simchas Torah (Rejoicing of the Law) which takes
place at the end of Sukkot are their favourite festivals.
Sukkot draws together several elements of Jewish belief and tradition. It ‘s
origins go back to the book of Leviticus when Jews are instructed to live in
fragile huts to remind us that God protected us when we were travelling with
nothing through the desert.
Until the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in AD 70 Jews celebrated the festival in Jerusalem as a
celebration of the harvest. Now we build a Sukkah (a hut) in our gardens; they should be made of vegetation
and decorated with fruit to remind us to be sensitive to God’s creation. The roof must be thin and open
enough to see the heavens to remind us God is our protection. During the festival the Sukkah is supposed to
be our main habitation, although we are exempt from sleeping in it if it is cold.
Every day we say a blessing and wave a lulav which consists of three different types of tree: myrtle, willow and
palm in four directions while holding an etrog (citrus fruit). This reminds us that God is in each corner of the
world and that all Jews are bound together. Jews are expected to relive their history in order to act on what it
teaches us. So this is a time in particular when we collect tins of food for the homeless, and collect charity for
refugees or those without homes.
On the last day of Sukkot we celebrate the Rejoicing of the Law. We honour the ‘Bride’ and ‘Groom’ of the
Torah (Five Books of Moses) who have made a particular contribution to the Community. We dance with the
scrolls, eat strudel and throw sweets for the children. Most importantly we conclude reading the last of the
five books of Moses and begin again with the story of the Creation in Genesis so that the cycle of study is
never broken.
Written by Sarah Harris, North West Surrey Synagogue
Consultation on Religion and Belief in British Public Life
The Commission on Religion and Belief in British Public Life, convened by the Woolf Institute, has launched a
public consultation on the role of religion and belief in public life, with particular regard to media coverage of
religion and belief issues, social action, developments in UK education systems, civil and criminal law, and
dialogue and engagement. Information on the consultation can be found at:
www.corab.org.uk/national-consultation.
Hate crimes in England and Wales, 2013 -2014
In October 2014, the Government published statistics on hate crimes and racist incidents in England and Wales
recorded by the police in 2013 to 2014. In 2013-14, there were 44,480 hate crimes recorded by the Police,
which is an increase of 5% from 2012-13. This includes increases in all five monitored strands. The full statistical breakdowns can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crimes-england-and-wales-2013-to-2014
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Who are you sharing Christmas with?
Christmas is a busy time of year, celebrating and spending time with family and friends. However, we know that
this time of year can be difficult for some in our communities. They may be lonely – separated from family and
friends, or vulnerable for other reasons. We know that many of these people are supported by you at this time
and we would like to compile a directory of support that is being offered in your local communities over the
Christmas period.
Are you / do you know anywhere holding:
 Holding a Christmas lunch?
 running social activities
 do you have an opportunity for volunteers to help run an event during the Christmas period?
We would be grateful if you would share your plans with us. Please get in touch with brief details of what is
taking place. Once the list has been compiled I’ll share the information with you so that we can all have a
resource to enable us to offer assistance over this period.
Emma Beswick
E: Emma.Beswick@cofeguildford.org.uk
Communities Engagement Team, Diocese of Guildford,
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 3XG

Worried about a neighbour or an older person? One Stop Surrey is a simple process that can help!
If you know an older person who you feel may benefit from a little bit of support to keep them living safely and
independently at home, they may benefit from completing the One Stop Surrey checklist.
One Stop Surrey is a commitment from partner organisations that will go some way to ensuring that potentially
vulnerable individuals are able to receive information and support from a number of agencies, and where
appropriate, access services that will improve their safety and independence, helping them to live and age well.
By completing a simple checklist with either a professional, family member or friend, a resident can indicate the
kind of information and support they would be interested in receiving. This completed checklist needs to be
returned to Age UK Surrey, either by email to onestopsurrey@ageuksurrey.org.uk or via the website to enable
them to be processed and followed-up with information or service provision.
One Stop Surrey signposts to services such as home fire safety checks, befriending services and handyman
schemes. The process offers an opportunity to support people who may not otherwise be in touch with
statutory health and social care agencies.
If you would like a copy of the checklist posted to you, or would like to contact us via post, our address and
contact details are:
One Stop Surrey Coordinator, Age UK Surrey, Rex House, William Road, Guildford,
Surrey GU1 4QZ
Phone: 01483 503414; Email: onestopsurrey@ageuksurrey.org.uk
SMS: 07548 314 281
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Surrey County Council Local Transport Review
As you know, Surrey County Council is subject to enormous pressures on their funding. Increased demand for
essential services such as adult social care and school places, coupled with reduced Government funding, means
they need to review their spend on all the services they provide for the county’s residents.
One of those services is local transport where the council currently spends around £8.9m a year subsidising
public buses, one of the highest spends in South East England. They also spend £640,000 per year on Community
Transport and £8.7m on concessionary fares, including some extra discretionary concessions for people with
disabilities.
They are therefore carrying out a review of local transport services in the county, with the aim of making
significant savings in this area over the next three years. The views of residents and partners will from a key part
the review, and they have therefore launched a consultation. The review will focus on the following three
aspects of local transport.
 The council’s subsidy of all local bus services.
 The provision of community transport in the county, and how this can be made more commercial.
 SCC funded discretionary concessions

For more information:
www.surreycc.gov.uk/transportreview, E:localtransportreview@surreycc.gov.uk, T: 0300 200 1003
£2.6 million funding for volunteers that support hospitals
We’d be interested to hear from any members who have specific plans or projects in place to
address health in the winter – e.g. to support elderly people through cold weather or winter
emergencies. This is because the Department of Health is interested in the voluntary sector’s
coverage of the issue. If this sounds like you, please contact rodie.garland@faithaction.net
The Cabinet Office is funding voluntary organisations to take forward projects that that will provide extra help to
hospitals by supporting older people during winter months. For more information:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/26million-funding-for-volunteers-that-support-hospitals
Public facing campaign to discuss dying and how to improve end of life care
Sue Ryder has launched a public campaign to discuss dying and how to improve end of life
care. The campaign is calling for dedicated and expert 24/7 advice, support and co-ordination
for anyone at end of life and their families. Their research shows that only 8% of Clinical
Commissioning Group areas offer a comprehensive package for end of life care. For more
information:
http://www.sueryder.org/What-we-do/Policy-and-campaigns/Our-campaigns/not-9-to-5
New FaithAction report: The Impact of Faith-Based Organisations on Public Health and Social Capital
This new FaithAction report is the first of its kind in the UK. It brings together evidence
around the reach of faith-based organisations (FBOs) and their impact on health and
wellbeing, by drawing on published literature.
To read more about it: http://www.faithaction.net/2014/09/26/new-faithaction-reportimpact-faith-based-organisations-public-health-social-capital/
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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The Diocese of Guildford seek to recruit
Community Connector
For the Diocesan Communities Engagement Team
Salary: £15,600 + pension, Part-time (21 hours) 3 days a week
To be based in the area of: Spelthorne
Community Connectors improve the co-ordination and understanding of the care and support that is available
for older and vulnerable people in our communities. They do this through facilitating and building strong
relationships between voluntary, community and faith-based groups and statutory and commissioned
services.
Working in partnership with Spelthorne Borough Council, this new Community Connector post will be
responsible for:
 building relationships with voluntary, community and faith-based groups and health and social care
providers and commissioners in the borough of Spelthorne;
 developing an expert knowledge of support available for older and vulnerable people;
 developing mechanisms to share this information to ensure effective and efficient signposting of services
for people in need;
 identifying gaps in support; and
 encouraging organisations to explore opportunities to work together to enhance the support available.
Ideally, you will have excellent communication skills; experience of developing and maintaining effective
working partnerships across a range of organisations; and an understanding of the needs of older and
vulnerable people and of the wider voluntary, community and faiths sector. The appointment will be initially
for 1 year; then will be subject to ongoing funding. The closing date for
applications will be: Wednesday 26th November 2014. Interviews will be
held on: Thursday 4th December 2014
For an application pack please contact Gerardine Brown
Email: recruitment.diocese@cofeguildford.org.uk ; Tel: 01483 790302
Inter Faith Youth Network and Women of Faith Network
Religions for Peace (UK) is working to develop a UK Interfaith Youth Network for faith based youth unions and
organisations; and a UK Women of Faith Network for faith based women’s organisations.
It is interested in hearing from any organisations and individuals involved in either area of work, particularly
with regard to invitations to two conferences being arranged on the subjects. For further information, contact
Jehangir Sarosh at jehangirsarosh@me.com.
Making health and social care information accessible
NHS England is consulting on the ‘accessible information standard’ – and the consultation closes on 19
November 2014.
This aims to establish a clear framework for the health and adult social care system so
that patients or their carers who need accessible information (such as correspondence
in easy read, braille or via email or a British Sign Language interpreter) can get it. For
more information or to do the online survey:
https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/consultation/cab3e456
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Together in Service Fund
The Together in Service Fund is a programme supported by the Department for Communities and Local
Government and administered by FaithAction. Small grants between £2,000 and £5,000 are available on a 1:1
match-funding basis to facilitate multi-faith social action projects at a local level. Funding is available only to
organisations and not to individuals.
The final deadline is 1 December. Further details about funding, including eligibility and how to apply, can be
found online at http://www.togetherinservice.net/funding/.
Near Neighbours programme
The Near Neighbours programme, a partnership between the Church Urban Fund and the Archbishops’ Council,
awards small grants of between £250 and £5,000 to projects that enable people of different faiths or none to
work together for the benefit of the community.
This is a rolling programme with no deadlines available in certain parts of England. Its second phase is due to
run until March 2016 and it expects the grants programme to close near to this date.
Details on eligibility and how to apply can be found online at http://www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours/grants.
The Last Post project
The Last Post project, partly funded by the Department for Communities and Local Government and the
Heritage Lottery Fund, gives communities the chance to remember the impact that World War One had on
their communities and to play music from the era as a mark of commemoration.
Superact, a not-for-profit Community Interest Company that uses music and the arts to develop and deliver a
wide range of social impact projects, is currently recruiting communities to take part in this commemoration
and is keen to involve faith and inter faith organisations. Organisations can register free to receive a toolkit,
training sessions, a World War One songbook and cash expenses to cover event costs.
Last Post events will take place across the UK from 4 to 18 November. For further information, visit
www.thelastpostproject.org.uk.
Big Lottery Fund
The Big Lottery Fund give grants from £300 to over £500,000 to organisations ranging from small local groups
to major national charities. Information about their various grant schemes can be found at
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/Home/Funding/Funding%20finder.
Looking for a new way to raise funds??
Here is the link to sign up for Give through the Paypal Giving Fund
https://www.paypalgivingfund.org.uk/charity/web.uk/register.jsp
Near Neighbours toolkits
As part of the Faith Based Fundraising training that has been provided across the Near Neighbours Programme,
a series of guides are available to download from https://www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours/resources. The
guides include toolkits on Faith Based Project Planning, How to Use the Media and Applications for Fundraising.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS
“Faith schools should not be part of state education”?
A Public Debate (admission free)
Tuesday 4th November at 8 pm
South Farnham School, Menin Way, Farnham GU9 8DY
Everyone is welcome, Please come & air your views!
Principal Speakers:
Canon Stephen Green
Mrs Elizabeth Lutzeier
Mr Andrew Copson
Dr Robert Sykes CBE
Chair: Mr David Munro

Principal of Christ's College Guildford
Head All Hallows Catholic School
Chief Exec British Humanist Society
Head Thornden School Chandlers F’d
Chairman Surrey County Council

Charity collection for Plan UK’s education fund “Because I am a Girl”
farnhamHUMANISTS
Enquiries: 01252 726684 www.farnham.humanist.org.uk

WOKING DEBATES 2015
There have been some interesting and lively debates in 2014 and plans for 2015 are getting finalised.
The topics for 2015 are: Education; Media—Could the media inspire us?; Europe—good or bad?; and Future of
the Heath Service.
Dates are: Saturday 17th January, Saturday 14th February, Saturday 28th March and Saturday 11th April
Time: 11.00 am—12.30 pm, Venue: Christ Church, Jubilee Square, Woking
For more information please contact Keith Scott: keithsc_2000@yahoo.com

Friday 21st November
7.00 pm—9.00 pm
United Reformed Church, White Rose Lane,
Woking

For details and to confirm please contact:
Matt Barkley: youthworker@wokingurc.org.uk
Kauser Akhtar: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
Lara Pereira: Lara.Pereira@btinternet.com

Supported by Interfaith Youth Trust,
Interfaith Week 2014, 16-22 November
SWIMMING SESSIONS FOR LADIES
Every Tuesday evening between 7.00 pm—9.00 pm and Thursday afternoon from 1.30pm-2.30pm during term
time at the Woking Leisure Centre. Guaranteed female only lifeguards. For women from all backgrounds.
For further information phone Woking Leisure Centre on 01483 77112
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ASK Topical Lunches Autumn 2014
Every Third Thursday of the month - All Saints Parish Church, Kingston Market Place
Enjoy lunch – Discuss Kingston’s Topical Issues
Lunch from 12:15 am – Special £4.50 meal deal at the new
ASK East End Cafe; or bring your sandwiches.
Introduction by speaker 1:00 – 1:10 pm Questions, comments, discussion. Finish 1:30 pm

Thursday 20 November
Peter Hann – Chaplain to Kingston and District
Sea Cadets
So what have the Cadets ever done for us?

For further information, contact Leslie Packer, leslie@packerhome.fsnet.co.uk or 020 8549 1960

THE GREAT WAR:
FROM INDIA TO WOKING
Free display in the foyer at Surrey History Centre during normal opening hours
Tuesday 4 November – Saturday 29 November 2014.
More than a million Indian soldiers fought for Britain in the First World War.
This display of images, produced by Woking Borough Council and the Shah
Jahan Mosque, demonstrates the importance of Woking as both a site of
worship and a final resting place for Muslim troops of the British Indian Army.
Discover the history of Woking’s Muslim Burial Ground, commissioned in 1915
and see the exciting new plans for this unique memorial.
Surrey History Centre, 130 Goldsworth Road, Woking, Surrey, GU21 6ND
Tel: 01483 518797 Email: shs@surreycc.gov.uk

Mental Health Carers’ Rights and Information Day
Friday 28 November 2014, 10.00am – 3.00pm
Leatherhead Leisure Centre, Guildford Road, Leatherhead KT22 9BL
This free one-day event is aimed at carers of people with mental ill-health of all ages living in Surrey.
Jointly organised by Surrey County Council, Surrey and Borders Partnership and Action for Carers, there will be
opportunities to:
 Understand your rights as a carer
 Find out what will change under the new Care Act
 Get linked in to community support available to you from our marketplace stalls
 Take part in our interactive play
 Meet with other carers
Lunch and refreshments will be provided. Free parking is available on the day, please request a permit when
making your booking.
Please email training@actionforcarers.org.uk for a booking form. For enquiries please call: 01883 62 62 64

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Adam and Eve – falling up or falling down?
A rabbi and priest re-read the story
November 25th, 8pm
We can promise you a thought-provoking and entertaining evening when a Rabbi and a Priest together reread the story of Adam and Eve at the next meeting of CCJ Staines.
Please do forward this information to anyone you think would be interested. If you are able to include a diary
date in church or synagogue or other local newsletters, that would be greatly appreciated. The Revd Patrick
Morrow is an Anglican priest and a national programme manager for CCJ.
Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers is the Community Educator for the Movement for Reform Judaism.
Christians may not realise how differently to Christianity Judaism interprets the story of Adam and Eve.
So the question our guest priest and rabbi are posting for the audience is: “Adam and Eve – falling up or falling
down?”
“In our society the story of Adam and Eve has had a huge impact. Christians, and not only the most devout,
think of it as about ‘the Fall’, which brought sin and death into the world, and gave rise to the need for a
heavenly Saviour,” explains Patrick.
“Judaism interprets the story differently, sometimes as one of Eve and Adam growing up, learning good and
evil. Hence the idea of ‘the Fall Upwards!’ This will be a close reading by a rabbi and a priest trained in their
respective traditions, for the text holds secrets in every detail. Come and join the discussion.”
The meeting is at the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary, Gresham Road, Staines, TW18 2BD
Date for your diaries: FEBRUARY 25TH 2015
Miranda Suit of Safer Media for a Safer Society will be speaking on Children and the Internet. This meeting is
again at Our Lady of the Rosary in Staines.
Council of Christians and Jews, Staines branch
We are Jews and Christians Meeting Together
ccj.org.uk/staines

GUILDFORD AND GODALMING INTERFAITH FORUM—EVENTS IN 2014
The next main GGIFF public meeting will be its annual multi-faith devotional meeting of music and readings
from different faiths’ traditions. This will be at St. Nicolas Church, Parish Room, Bury Street, Guildford, GU2
4AW in “Interfaith Week” at 15:00 on Sunday 16 November.
They will be joined by the Mayor of Godalming, Councillor Andrew Wilson and Deputy Mayor of Guildford,
Councillor Nikki Nelson-Smith. Refreshments shared after the programme.
Guildford & Godalming Interfaith Forum is an informal group of people interested in interfaith. It exists to
promote understanding and friendship among people of all Faiths and none.
For more information contact Tel 01483 424257 or 01483 415773
www.spanglefish.com/gginterfaithforum

‘Common Ground: Listening and Engagement’
The Church and Current Issues in Sexuality
Saturday 31st January 2015 09.15-13.30, Guildford Cathedral
Who should come? Anybody who has a genuine desire to listen, think and learn about this emotive, complex
and important subject.
Why? Because it is too easy to take sides, form groups of like-minded people, be defensive and share
platitudes. We are better together.
What will we do? Listen to three presentations, take note, pray and think, and go away better informed.
So how do I book? Please register your interest with louise.redfern@cofeguildford.org.uk, citing
‘CATHEDRAL 31ST JAN’ in the subject box. No joining papers will be sent.

Surrey Faith Links c/o CET, Diocese of Guildford
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3XG
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