September 2014

"The more we come out and do good to others, the more our hearts will be
purified, and God will be in them."
Swami Vivekananda (Hindu Saint)
Peace Day in September, One World Week in October and Interfaith Week in
November—so plenty of events coming up! Thank you for your contributions,
please keep sending them in to me for future newsletters.
Kauser Akhtar
Faith Links Adviser

An opportunity to:
 Strengthen good inter faith relations at all levels.
 Increase awareness of the different and distinct faith communities in the UK,
in particular celebrating and building on the contribution which their
members make to their neighbourhoods and to wider society.
 Increase understanding between people of religious and nonreligious beliefs.
Message from the Prime Minister:
"Inter Faith Week is now a well regarded fixture in the faith calendar and I am
delighted it is going from strength to strength. The Week plays an important role
in bringing together people, and I would encourage everyone to get behind this
year's activities. There is no better way of celebrating the richness and diversity of
faith in our country." Rt Hon David Cameron MP, Prime Minister
"Inter Faith Week is a time to highlight the contribution of faith communities to
our shared lives, to increase understanding between and about faiths and also
between those of religious and non-religious beliefs. It provides a tremendous
platform ... to get more people involved, share good practice and look at both the
opportunities and challenges of living well together in our diverse society".
Trustees of Interfaith Network UK
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Some ways of marking the Week:
 Launch a new inter faith project or resource
 Joint social action –like a community litter-pick
or charity fundraising
 Inter faith sports events
 Hands-on learning activities and exhibitions
 Exchange visits between congregations or clergy
of different faiths
 Dialogues between people of different religious
and non-religious beliefs
 Faith trails and open door days – opportunities
to visit places of worship
 Whole school and classroom activities
 A young people's inter faith forum event
 Visual and performing arts events
 Skill share days involving people of different
ages and backgrounds
 Faith and food events – however you do it,
everyone likes to eat!
 ‘Living library’ events to learn from a person of
another faith
 Talks, lectures and discussions on topics of
interest or concern

And this year, why not consider a youth or
intergenerational dimension to your event? Some ideas
for this are included in “Inter Faith Week: Celebrating
and planning” for which can be found at
www.interfaithweek.org.
Join the many faith, belief and inter faith bodies,
community and voluntary organisations, local
authorities, public services, SACREs, schools, colleges,
universities, chaplaincies, businesses and others who
will be taking part this year.
For further ideas, resources, event information and to
register your own event and put it on the map, go to
www.interfaithweek.org. Whether you’re holding one
event or going for a full week programme – do let us
have details!
For events in Surrey please look at Page 7 onwards
under ‘Upcoming Events’.

Faith - Too Significant to Ignore
At FaithAction, we’re always focusing on the idea that faith is too significant to
ignore and how it can reach places in communities that nothing else can. And it is
these ideas that we highlight when we come across those that do not understand
the difference faith can make or the significance of faith work.
If you agree with us on the significance of faith, we ask you to lend your name in
support of our Too Significant To Ignore campaign. We’re looking to put together a list of everyone that
believes that faith makes a difference in communities across the country, and that the work done by faith
groups reaches people that nothing else can. http://www.faithaction.net/misc-pages/too-significant-to-ignore/
The Structure of the NHS—Made Easy
A new guide has been released to explain the structure of the NHS in an accessible way. Written
by five doctors, it includes: a diagram of the structure, an explanation of what the different
bodies do (such as the Care Quality Commission, Clinical Commissioning Groups and
Healthwatch) and the NHS’s commitments to improving the quality of care for all.
www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/simple-nhs-guide.pdf
Surrey Health and Social Care Joint Training Partnership
The Partnership delivers a Surrey-wide annual programme of joint learning and development training that enables health and social care staff to train together with service users, carers and members of the voluntary sector
to support the delivery of joined up integrated care for Surrey residents.
Most courses are free to health and social care staff working for the benefit of Surrey residents. Many of the
courses are open to carers, volunteers, charities and care homes. For information about courses please visit:
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/surrey-health-and-social-care-joint-training-partnership
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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‘Great Charter’ anthem’s 1000 mile pedal’
Eight hundred years after the sealing of Magna Carta on the banks of the Thames in Surrey, the Diocese of
Guildford is taking a lead in commemorating the historic event which helped to establish principles of freedom
and justice in England and beyond.
Magna Carta will be 800-years-old on 15 June 2015 and this summer a motion, which began at Runnymede
Deanery synod, calling on churches to celebrate the Church’s role in the formation of the Great Charter - and
ultimately of society as we know it - was passed by General Synod to encourage parishes across England.
Also paving the way for next year’s celebrations was cycling emissary
Stephen Brown who pedalled 1,000 miles throughout July and August
to deliver a new Magna Carta anthem to deans, organists and directors
of music in each town with an original link to the charter.
Stephen is the husband of the Revd Alison Brown, a former curate at
Horsell, Woking, and now vicar of All Saints, Odiham, Hampshire,
home of King John’s Castle. One of his final stops was St John’s Church,
Egham, close to where the charter was signed and where he handed
the anthem to vicar the Revd Jeff Wattley and choir leader
Jeff Wattley and Di McGuire receive the
Di McGuire.

Anthem manuscript from Stephen Brown in
front of St John’s Church, Egham, beneath the
Latin inscription from the Magna Carta
decreeing ‘the Church in England shall be free’

The anthem uses the text ‘Veni, sancte spiritus’, written by the author
of Magna Carta, Archbishop Stephen Langton, and will be published
by the Royal School of Choral Music for use throughout 2015. It was commissioned by All Saints’ Church and
composed by director of chapel music at Winchester College, Malcolm Archer.
Jeff Wattley said: “Above the front entrance to St John's is a Latin inscription from Magna Carta decreeing 'the
Church in England shall be free'.
“Next year we will be celebrating the way the Magna Carta defended the opportunities for people to flourish
and have intrinsic worth. We will also celebrate the continuing freedom of the Church to work to transform
communities for good. This special anthem will form a part of our commemorations."
It also urges Christians to engage positively with politics and encourages churches to seek to increase the
number of people voting in elections by, for example, hosting hustings during election year.
Keith commented on why the motion was so important. He said: “During the debate Bishop Christopher
Cocksworth of Coventry (one of whose predecessors was a witnessing bishop at Runnymede) pointed out that
75% of the world’s population today lack the Magna Carta right of individual religious freedom (as
subsequently enshrined in Article 18 of the universal declaration of human rights) and that over 250 million
Christians and others live under the active threat of religious persecution.
”Recognising the fundamental importance and value of Magna Carta, when its 800th Anniversary is celebrated
next year, the Church can and should rightly play a leading part in the celebrations. It provides an opportunity
to highlight the church’s pivotal role in reconciliation across society and in securing fundamental human
rights.”
Magna Carta was the first document imposed upon a King of England by a group of his subjects and was the
precursor of democracy, limitation of executive power, equality and freedom under law.
Courtesy of ‘The Wey’ newspaper, Diocese of Guildford.
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The Round the Borough Hike and Bike
The Round the Borough Hike and Bike has been introduced to build on the
Olympic legacy and also due to the success of stage 7 of the Tour of Britain
which started in Epsom last year.
The Round the Borough Hike will take place on Saturday 6 September. It is a
long distance route of approximately 20 miles that joins up the beautiful open
spaces in Epsom & Ewell including Epsom Downs, Epsom Common, Nonsuch
Park, the Hogsmill and Horton Country Park. Both the Hike and Bike will use
exactly the same routes.
Both events are open to everyone to enter and maps of the route can be found on the website:
http://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/roundtheboroughhikeandbike
For more information, please contact us at
E: leisuredevelopmentsteam@epsom-ewell.gov.uk or call us on 01372 732000.

Epsom Mental Health Week
For Your Peace of Mind
Sunday 5th - Saturday 11th October 2014
The theme for this year’s event is ‘For your Peace of Mind’ and this has a different meaning for each and every
one of us. To many of us it means an absence of anxiety or stress and to others it could be not having worries
or problems financially, physically, mentally and emotional. We invite you to let us know what 'For your Peace
of Mind' means to you. We also included the word Peace as a reminder that 2014 marks 100 years since the
start of the First World War.
A week of activities devoted to mental health: providing a forum for discussion, sharing and distributing
information and answering questions. Activities include workshops, talks, music, drama, dance and film.
Epsom Mental Health Week was established to promote a better understanding of mental health and to reduce
the misunderstanding, fear and stigma which surround it. We work in partnership with local service users,
carers, voluntary and statutory organisations and mental health professionals, to offer information to all local
groups in the community about mental health issues and the treatments, services and resources which are
available. In addition, the week offers people a chance to explore and discuss issues in more detail and to ask
questions of the people who really understand. Although this is a challenging and difficult subject, there is also
an opportunity to relax, meet others and participate in enjoyable activities.
For a timetable of events please visit: http://www.lovemelovemymind.org.uk/timetable14.html
WALKATHON: Saturday 11th October 2014
As part of Epsom Mental Health Week you are invited to a circular 5 mile walk taking in the old sites of the old
Epsom Mental Health Hospitals and also visiting Horton Chapel and the Old Moat Garden Centre.
Registration from 9am, to start at 9.30am, Lunch to follow at St Barnabas.
The walk starts and finishes at St Barnabas Church, Temple Road, Epsom KT19 8HA
Please note that the route is subject to change. Please either register during EMHW at St Barnabas
or, email walkathon.2012@aol.co.uk. Please visit http://www.lovemelovemymind.org.uk/walkathon.html
For speakers profiles, photos and much more please visit: http://www.lovemelovemymind.org.uk/emhw.html
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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ALCOHOL AWARENESS COURSE
Surrey County Council Public Health Team has teamed up with Alcohol Concern to offer a half day open
Alcohol IBA (Identification and Brief Advice) course. The training will be delivered by Alcohol Concern and is
FREE OF CHARGE. This training is aimed at people working with individuals in communities, including Health,
Housing, Education, Social Care. This training is specifically for those working with older people (50+) and aims
to:
· Improve knowledge about alcohol use and levels of risk
· How to identify with an individual their alcohol-related risks, even at lower levels
· Give simple brief advice
· Make referrals to appropriate local services
All of the training will be held at Quadrant Court, Woking, GU22 7QQ. Please see the dates below:
Monday 8 September 2014, 9.30am-12.30pm
Monday 9 February 2015, 9.30am-12.30pm
If you are interested in attending, please contact VAIS on 01784 465536 or email: info@vais.org.uk.
TOUR DE ‘Y’
YMCA are calling all biking enthusiasts to join the High Sheriff of Surrey and cycle the Downs Link route in
support of their work with local young people. On Sunday 21st September 2014 friends and supporters of
YMCA Guildford, will take part in a sponsored cycle ride to raise awareness and provide vital funds to support
the work of the charity with homeless, disadvantaged and vulnerable young people.
The event, known as ‘Tour de Y’, will be kick-started by the High Sheriff of Surrey
Peter Lee, who is particularly pleased to be taking part in the physical challenge, as
one of the themes for his year in office is ‘getting young people into sport’. He said,
‘I’m really delighted to be able to launch the event and help support the valuable
work the YMCA does helping young people with housing, education, employment
and training. And I am particularly looking forward to the ‘Tour de Y’ challenge
although I will need to do some more training in order to complete the full 37
miles.’
The route is off-road and will follow the Downs Link path (the old Cranleigh to
Brighton railway track) that takes in some beautiful Surrey and Sussex countryside
including the Weald and Downsland scenery as it gently meanders its way to the
High Sheriff, Peter Lee
sea at Shoreham via Horsham. It’s no coincidence that ‘Tour de Y’ follows the
Downs Link path as YMCA Guildford has recently merged with Sussex Central YMCA to become YMCA
DownsLink Group, working across Surrey and Sussex.
The ride is open to beginners as well as more serious cyclists with a halfway finish at Southwater Country Park,
just south of Horsham for those who don’t want to do the full 37 mile distance. Interested cyclists should
contact Adriana Barnes on adriana.barnes@ymcadlg.org or call 01483 532555 for further details and an entry
pack.
Rod Boreham, Guildford Town Centre Chaplain will be walking from Canterbury Cathedral to Guildford
Cathedral from 20th - 28th September in order to try and raise money for Guildford Street Angels. If you feel
able to sponsor him, you can do so in the following ways:
You can text a donation to 70070 and write Ctog14 followed by £5 or whatever amount you would like to
donate. Or go to the fundraising page at http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RodBoreham1 and donate any
amount you feel able to give.'
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Creative English Innovation Fund
The Creative English Innovation Fund offers funding to registered charities, including faith and community
groups, who want to use innovative methods to teach basic English to non-English speakers. The participants
should come away with an increased knowledge of everyday vocabulary and an increased sense of confidence
to use conversational English in their daily life in this country. Groups must be able to show how their projects
will help grow confidence, integration, and communication. Preference will be given to organisations that are
seeking to reach Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Somali communities although applications working with other
groups will also be considered.
There is total funding pot of £140,000. Grants of either £7,500 or £10,000 are available. Applicants need to
show a good level of financial sustainability which can be achieved by match funding, other grants and funding
streams, or revenue generated from the project itself.
Eligible projects must take place in England and:



Be person led, seeking to increase the everyday vocabulary of the participants; boost their confidence in
conversational English; and facilitate further community engagement.



Promote the overall aims, values and objectives of the Creative English Programme but be innovative with
how/where the English training is delivered to increase its reach into the community it serves. For this purpose
the Creative English Programme may be used as it is or adapted to suit the context and target audience.



Demonstrate sustainability beyond the funded period.

Preference will be given to projects that can show that they are sustainable beyond the life of the six-month
grant. There will be two funding rounds with application deadlines of 22 September 2014 and 17 November
2014.
Further details can be found at: http://ce.faithaction.net/innovate/

Other Various Funding Opportunities:
Voluntary Support: http://www.voluntarysupport.org.uk/funding.html
Surrey Community Action: http://www.surreyca.org.uk/category/funding/
Surrey Care Trust Crisis Grants: http://www.surreycaretrust.co.uk//Crisis-Grants.html
Active Surrey: http://www.activesurrey.com/funding
Surrey Rural Partnership: Surrey’s rural communities, organizations, businesses, farmers, growers and foresters
are now able to access a range of new funding opportunities! The Rural Access to Services Programme (RASP)
and the Surrey Hills LEADER Programme are now open for applications from rural areas. To find out more
information please visit:
http://www.surreyruralpartnership.org.uk/programmes.php?id_prog=10
Councillors’ Allocations:
Every county councillor in Surrey has a personal 'members allocation' of over £8000 which can be granted to
local community organisations to support local projects and events. You can find out whether your group is
eligible to apply for a member's allocation grant and how to go about this by visiting Surrey County Council's
Local Committee webpages:
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/your-council/councillors-and-committees/decision-making/local-committees
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS
ELMBRIDGE MULTI FAITH FORUM—EVENTS IN 2014 FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday, 1st September, Visit to the Sikh Gurdwara at Southall
As is the custom at Gurdwaras, we shall be offered food. Both men and women are expected to cover their hair
in the Gurdwara (not just hats or caps) and we will make provision for this. We also remove shoes.
Tuesday, 30th September, 'Aspects of Buddhism' - 7 for 7.30pm at the EMF Centre, Mercer Close, Thames
Ditton
Presentations by Buddhists from Japan, Thailand, China, Korea and Nepal on the practice of Buddhism in their
various countries. Questions and discussion
Saturday, 18th October, Annual Gala Evening at 6.30 for 7pm at The Grenfell Centre, Claremont Fan Court
School, Esher
An evening of foods from many cultures, interspersed by performances by local young people of dances, songs
and music from different parts of the world..
Light refreshments will be provided at all events. Donations will be welcomed towards the costs of the food
and the hall To help us estimate numbers for refreshments please let Geoff Morris know if you are able to
come: tel. 01932 868454 or geoffreymorris@emas-bc.co.uk.
Perspectives from Palestine
Prompted by a return visit, 46 years after the 6 Day War
Friday 12th September at 7.30pm
St Mary’s Church Hall, Frensham, Surrey GU10 3EA
During an intensive study tour last November to Israel and Palestine, we met with experts, and local people
who are leading the resistance to Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, Jews, Christians and
Muslims. We spoke with Israelis who are concerned at how their country's ideals are being undermined, and
West Bank Arabs coping with the effects of resistance on their children, their family cohesion and communal
identity - all wanted the international community to hear their stories and support them in seeking peace with
justice. They, and we, are not well served by the media.
The issues are serious and complex; illegal settlements, house demolitions, diversion of water, land
confiscations and more. The effect on individual lives is devastating.
We have prepared a presentation of photos, videos and commentary. Please come and join us so that we can
pass on some of what we learned. In the light of the recent upsurge in violence we are using our contacts to
research and update our initial presentation.
Tim and Mayonne Coldicott

SWIMMING SESSIONS FOR LADIES
Every Tuesday evening at 7.00 pm—9.00 pm and Thursday afternoon from 1.30pm-2.30pm during term time
and guarantees female only lifeguards. At the Woking Leisure Centre. For women from all backgrounds.
For further information phone Woking Leisure Centre on 01483 77112
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Benno Schotz – A Spiritual Sculptor
A portrait of the artist by his daughter Cherna Crome
Staines Synagogue, Westbrook Road, Staines, TW18 4PR
Wednesday 17th September, 8pm
Do come and join us to learn about the philosophy, experience and fascinating life that imbued his work with
spirituality that is still inspiring people in worship and as they go about their everyday lives. All are welcome,
people of all religions and none, – we make no charge for our meetings, but welcome donations.
And please stay for tea, coffee and cake afterwards. You can contact us on 01252 622978 or email us
at ccjstaines@gmail.com. More information: www.ccj.org.uk/staines

GUILDFORD AND GODALMING INTERFAITH FORUM—EVENTS IN 2014
The next main public meeting of the Guildford & Godalming Interfaith Form (GGIFF) will be a discussion on
“How can Religions foster Peace?” held at The Friends’ Meeting House (3 Ward St, Guildford, GU1 4LR) on
Tuesday 23 September 2014 at 19:30 with refreshments available from 19:00. To kick off the discussion, there
will be at least five speakers from different faiths, from the Muslim, Buddhist, Baha'i, Christian Catholic and
Quaker traditions. All are welcome.
The following GGIFF main public meeting will be its annual multi-faith devotional meeting of music and
readings from different faiths’ traditions. This will be at St. Nicolas’s church hall, Guildford, in “Interfaith Week”
at 15:00 on Sunday 16 November. More details will be announced nearer the time.
There are also smaller bi-monthly more business-like meetings, typically on a Thursday evening in odd months,
sometimes also with an outside speaker for part of the meeting.
Guildford & Godalming Interfaith Forum is an informal group of people interested in interfaith. It exists to
promote understanding and friendship among people of all Faiths and none.
For more information contact Tel 01483 424257 or 01483 415773
www.spanglefish.com/gginterfaithforum

Woking

35th Birthday

35 years of providing services for people with enduring mental health conditions, helping them to cope better
with life in the community. Help us to continue to help them, their families, carers and raise awareness.
Saturday 25th October, HG Wells Centre, Woking, GU21 6HR
Sparkling Reception, 3 course dinner with wine, Cash bar, Charity Auction, Jade & Coral Tombola
Tickets £45 each, Tickets available from;
Carlton Spears, Corner House, 2 Courtenay Rd, Woking GU21 5HQ
email: carlton@wokingmind.org.uk, Tel: 01483 766988
Can’t join us? Please consider making a donation using Virgin Money Giving link on our website
www.wokingmind.org.uk where you can also find more about the work we do.
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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International Day of Peace
Public event organised by Woking People of Faith and Surrey Faith Links on Sunday 21st September from
11.00 am—12.00 pm. Mercia Walk, Woking Town Centre, GU21 6XS.
Schools are taking part in a ‘Peace Day’ competition with the theme ‘what would the world look like if there
was world peace?’ Students have been asked to make posters or write a poem/story. Prizes will be given by
the Mayor of Woking on the day. A singer has been invited for entertainment. All welcome to celebrate and
mark ‘International Day of Peace’.
For more information about International Day of Peace please visit: www.peaceoneday.org
W o m e n a n d S h a r i a h L a w Talk by Kauser Akhtar
Sunday September 14th at 7.30pm, Hop Blossom Pub, Long Garden Walk, Farnham, GU9 7HX (Admission free –
all welcome). Kauser works as Surrey Faith Links Adviser for the Church of England Diocese of Guildford in
partnership with Surrey County Council. She is a Governor at Fullbrook Secondary School in Surrey and writes
on their webpage “I am passionate about creating community cohesion between people of different faiths and
no faith.”
Hosted by farnhamHUMANISTS
Enquiries: 01483 233324 www.farnham.humanist.org.uk

Is the United Nations Still Relevant Today?
Saturday 25th October will be the next Woking Debate. UN day is celebrated on 24 October and marks the
anniversary of the Charter of the UN on 24 October 1947. The debate will be introduced by Neville Grant and
Tom Miller. From 11am to 12.30 at Christ Church Gallery, Woking.
WW1 Remembered
Monday 15 September Quakers are holding an evening - starting at 7.30pm. This will be an evening of poetry,
personal stories, readings and music recalling World War 1. Please come along and bring a contribution if you
would like to.
For more information please contact: Keith Scott (Chair, Woking Debates) E: keithsc_2000@yahoo.com

"From Power to Prison to Peace"
A talk by Jonathan Aitken former MP and Cabinet Minister
Date: Wednesday, 17 September. Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Godalming United Church, Bridge Road GU7 3DU.
Refreshments, Bookstall and Book signing by Mr Aitken.
For more information please contact Sylvia Kelley (GUC Church Secretary) E: sylvia.knollquarry@fsmail.net
SPELTHORNE TOGETHER ASSEMBLY
Friday 19 September 2014, 9.30am–1.30pm at Kempton Park Racecourse, Sunbury.
This free event is open to anyone who lives or works in Spelthorne. Bookings are being taken for those
delegates who wish to participate, see the presentations and attend the workshops. Casual visitors who just
wish to see the stands and network do not need to book.
The Assembly is an opportunity for representatives from the public, private, voluntary and community sectors
to network, to share information and ideas, and to take forward the work to improve life in Spelthorne. It is the
only event in Spelthorne to bring together such a wide variety of people to have their say on key issues
affecting life in the borough. If you would like to take space for a stand or display, please contact Joanne Jones
on 01784 446421 as soon as possible or at partnerships@spelthorne.gov.uk.

In Harmony Art Exhibition
& Accessible Labyrinth
Guildford Cathedral, 2nd—25th Sept
Communities Engagement Team

‘In Harmony’ art exhibition will celebrate the work of local artists of all ages who have a disability or sensory
impairment, valuing the contribution they make to society.
All are welcome to come to our Meet the Artists - Afternoon Reception at Guildford Cathedral,
12th Sept, 4.30 pm - 5:15pm,
For an informal viewing - followed by a Dedicated Evensong should you wish to stay.
This is a free event, open to all, no RSVP needed

Making Peace with Christ
Retreat at Glastonbury Abbey House. 20th – 23rd October
A three-day retreat at Glastonbury held and facilitated by the holding group of Interfaith Vision.
Timing: 4.00pm Monday October 20th to 2.30pm Thursday 23rd October, 2014.
Cost: £300 or Early Bird £280 (by 8th September). Non residential rates available.
For more detailed information and booking please download the booking form:
http://interfaithvision.org/events/ or Contact Annie Blampied, info@interfaithvision.org or 01342 825511

THE GREAT WAR:
FROM INDIA TO WOKING
Free display in the foyer at Surrey History Centre during normal opening
hours Tuesday 4 November – Saturday 29 November 2014
More than a million Indian soldiers fought for Britain in the First World War.
This display of images, produced by Woking Borough Council and the Shah
Jahan Mosque, demonstrates the importance of Woking as both a site of
worship and a final resting place for Muslim troops of the British Indian Army.
Discover the history of Woking’s Muslim Burial Ground, commissioned in
1915 and see the exciting new plans for this unique memorial.
Surrey History Centre, 130 Goldsworth Road, Woking, Surrey, GU21 6ND
Tel: 01483 518797 Email: shs@surreycc.gov.uk

Surrey Faith Links c/o CET, Diocese of Guildford
Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford, GU1 3XG
T: 07502 460 397, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
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