June 2018

“…O Nanak a truly religious leader should be known as such only if he
brings all people together…”Guru Granth Sahib
The Great Get Together (22—24) and Refugee Week (18-24) in this
month to look forward to. Look out for local events on page 7 onwards.
If you would like help in organising an interfaith event, please get in
touch.
Thank you
Kauser Akhtar
Faith Links Adviser
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
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It's five months to go until
national Inter Faith Week!

This ever more popular Week takes place in November each year, aiming to:
 Strengthen good inter faith relations at all levels
 Increase awareness of the different and distinct faith communities in the
UK, celebrating and building on the contribution which their members
make to their neighbourhoods and to wider society
 Increase understanding between people of religious and non-religious
beliefs
This year the Week takes place from 11-18 November. It is the 10th such

Any views and comments expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Diocese of Guildford or the Communities Engagement Team (CET).

Main Faith Festivals in
June 2018
3rd—Corpus Christi (Roman
Catholic)
16th—Martyrdom of Guru Arjan
(Sikh)
11th—Night of Power (Islam)
17th/18th — Eid ul Fitr (Islam)
21st—Mid Summer Solstice
(Pagan)
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Week.
Inter Faith Week has grown steadily ever since its launch in 2009. It is a fantastic opportunity for
people of all faiths and beliefs to mix and learn; visit places of worship of your neighbours and find
out why their faith matters to them; get past stereotypes and misunderstandings and increase
religious literacy; celebrate; dialogue; and volunteer together to help your local community.
The Week is timed to begin on Remembrance Sunday, which this year is the Centenary Armistice
Day, with an opportunity to remember the service of soldiers and civilians of different faiths and
beliefs.
The Inter Faith Network’s Inter Faith Week Toolkit is packed with suggestions for marking the Week
and examples and illustrations drawn from the many successful activities held for the Week to date
by faith and belief bodies, local inter faith organisations, community and voluntary organisations,
businesses, local authorities, emergency services, SACREs, schools, colleges, universities,
chaplaincies, sports organisations, and others. It also includes practical guidance and links to further
information. As well as this, a newly published report on last year’s Week, Inter Faith Week,
Inspiration for 2018, Stories from 2017 gives even more examples and ideas for 2018.
If you would like to organise an event in Surrey, please contact Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
Interfaith Week events are mentioned on page 7 onwards of this newsletter under upcoming events.

Israel and Palestine: now and the future

The last of 2018 Woking debates, Israel and Palestine: Now and the
Future.
Keith Scott spoke on what he saw as an Ecumenical Accompanier when
he spent three months on the West Bank last year. 50 years of military
occupation has left a population ground down by living under military
rule with few rights, high unemployment, restricted housing, travel
restrictions and limited water and electricity in many places. Israeli
settlements, illegal under international law, have taken much of the
best land and the settlers have subsidised housing and live under Israeli
civil law rather than the military law the Palestinians live under.
Philip Goldenberg reflected that The Israeli Palestinian conflict was by
no means the only problem in the Middle East. Israel was created by
the UN and is established under international law. After its
establishment Jews were ejected from neighbouring countries where
they had lived for thousands of years. Speaking as a Liberal Zionist he thought hopes of peace ended
with the assassination of Rabin and deplored the present government. His hopes lie with civil society.
Kauser Akhtar agreed to speak at the last moment. She had tried to get a Palestinian speaker to
come but they all felt too involved in recent events to give an objective account. Kauser spoke
about the Great Return March in Gaza and the violence it has been met with by Israeli soldiers,
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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about the Palestinian towns and villages that were demolished after 1948, present conditions in
Gaza where 96% of the water is contaminated and 80% of the population rely on food aid, of the
child arrests and settlements on the West Bank.
Discussion was passionate but never got out of hand. Concerns were raised about Israel's need to
defend itself and how parties still seek its destruction, how it discriminates on religious lines, the
land that Palestinians have lost, the way that the UN has not acted strongly enough to enforce the
resolutions it has passed, and whether a two state solution could still work.
The new town of Rawabi was suggested as a way forward. Built to become a high tech business
city for Palestinians it was completed just last year with Palestinian capital. "We have to start with
the children" was widely agreed, that we have to learn not to fear and demonise the other. Also
when politicians on both sides are part of the problem we need to support the efforts of people
working in civil society to bridge the divide and bring peace.

Inter Faith Iftars
The period of Ramadan observed by Muslims began on the evening 16/17 May. Throughout the UK
many Muslim communities are inviting their neighbours and people of other faiths to join them as
they break their fast at the end of the day at an inter faith iftar meal. For example, Christian, Hindu
and Sikh guests and others joined Muslims in breaking the fast at the invitation of the Maidenhead
Mosque. https://www.maidenhead-advertiser.co.uk/gallery/maidenhead/131720/people-ofdifferent-faiths-gather-to-break-ramadan-fast.html
A number of mosques and other bodies are hosting inter faith events as part of the Big Iftar. Many of
these are listed at http://www.thebigiftar.org/events/ Some places of worship of other faith
communities are also holding iftars with their Muslim friends, such as the Alyth Synagogue in London
which is holding a ‘kosher iftar’ for the fifth year in a row, http://www.thebigiftar.org/event/alythsynagogue/.

New guidance for Coroners – respect for Religious and Cultural wishes
At the end of April, the High Court ruled illegal the ‘cab rank’ system of burials operated by North
London Coroner Mary Hassell. Following this judgement, in R (Adath Yisroel Burial Society & Anor) v
HM Senior Coroner for Inner North London, the Chief Coroner, HHJ Mark Lucraft QC, issued in May
guidance for coroners: https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/guidance-no-28report-of-death-to-the-coroner-2010517.pdf.
Guidance No. 28, ‘Report of death to the Coroner: decision making and expedited decisions’ is
“intended to be a practical guide to assist coroners in situations where (a) a bereaved family has
made a request to the coroner for urgent consideration of the death of a loved one and/or early
release of the body or (b) the coroner or coroner’s officers otherwise become aware of features of a
particular death which may justify treating it as especially urgent”.
The guidance underlines that proper respect should be given to representations based on religious
belief including wording that “The Chief Coroner understands and is sensitive to the fact that some
faith groups, particularly Jewish and Muslim, have religious and cultural wishes about treatment of a
body and burial following a death. Coroners should pay appropriate respect to those wishes, within
the framework of their legal duties and in the context of their other responsibilities.”
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21 for 21 – Abrahamic Inter faith youth project
The Church Times, British Muslim TV and Jewish News, together with Coexist House, have launched
a competition to find 21 young inter faith leaders who have worked to break down barriers between
Christians, Muslims and Jews. The project hopes to highlight the value of inter faith dialogue and
activity, and the winners’ work will be showcased in print and on air across the three media
organisations. The project will conclude with an awards ceremony hosted by the Archbishop of
Canterbury at Lambeth Palace during Inter Faith Week in November.
For more information, and to nominate a person aged under 35 to become one of the 21 young
leaders, visit https://21421.co.uk/. Nominations close on 29 June, and will be selected by a panel of
faith leaders, inter faith practitioners and others from across the three faith traditions.
Faiths invited to mark 10th Anniversary of the Climate Change Act
The 10th anniversary of the Climate Change Act will be marked in November. The Act made the UK
the first country to set legally binding targets for reducing carbon emissions.
The Committee on Climate Change, an independent committee created by the Act, is encouraging
organisations to celebrate this milestone as a chance to talk about the decarbonisation of society,
and the importance of the UK continuing to lead on climate change internationally. It has particularly
reached out to encourage faith and inter faith organisations to get involved.
For further information on the Anniversary, visit:
https://www.theccc.org.uk/our-impact/ten-years-of-the-climate-change-act/
Solstice
Soon it will be time for the summer solstice, which takes place on 21 June 2018 and which is a key
celebration for many pagans. Many are familiar with the crowds of white-robed figures, filmed at the
dawn rituals at Stonehenge or Avebury each year, who greet the sun’s rays. It is the longest day and
pagans celebrate the completion of the cycle that began at the winter solstice. Solstice means the
standing of the sun and we can connect to the great turning point in the earth’s annual cycle to stop,
be still and reflect on our progress since Yule. It is a time to count our blessings, celebrate our
achievements and pass on the spirit of goodwill to all we encounter. There will be an evening ritual
on 20 June in Guildford to greet the oncoming solstice.
Faith and Cultural Awareness training for Staff & Volunteers

Do you have staff that would benefit from some training or awareness of religious and Cultural
practices and beliefs? Or perhaps you would like to know more about the Faith communities in
Surrey?
If you are a group who meet informally and would like to hear from different
faith perspectives, Surrey Faith Links is a one stop shop for all.
Please get in touch: Kauser Akhtar, Faith Links Adviser
T: 01483 790334, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
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Sharing patient records—to provide better care
The Surrey Care Record will be launched on Wednesday 29 August 2018. In the
weeks that follow this will give selected health and social care professionals
shared access to your medical records, which they don’t currently have, to improve your care.
Surrey Care Record will also reduce the need for you to repeat your medical history or social care
information every time you deal with a new member of staff or new organisation.
What are the benefits?
 You will not have to repeat your medical history or social care information every time you deal
with a new member of staff or organisation
 Care professionals will be able to find shared information when they need it - such as any test
results - helping to avoid unnecessary appointments and further tests
 At this stage records will only be shared by GPs and staff in some hospital A&E departments but in
time other care staff will be able to access relevant information about you from other health and
social care providers to further improve care.
For more information: www.surreyheartlands.uk/surreycarerecord
Modern Day Slavery & Human Trafficking
The Clewer Initiative is a 3 year project to enable Church of England dioceses and wider Church
networks to develop strategies to detect modern slavery in our community. It seeks to bring
recognition and support by raising awareness of all aspects of modern slavery and helping to
mobilise the local community.

Will you help to raise awareness, to help those enslaved, trafficked?
A free talk is available to your community.
For more details please contact: Suzette.Jones@cofeguildford.org.uk
W: www.theclewerinitiative.org | Modern Slavery Helpline: 0800 0121 700

Faith and Belief News
 'A very interesting experiment’ - East London Three Faiths Forum’s
Khola Hasan on the 30-day Ramadan Hijab challenge
 Discrimination law protects non-religious as well, says workplace
regulator
 University’s new multi-faith and spirituality centre opens
 Hundreds pay their last respects to late South Woodford Vicar
 What are atheist churches?
 Social inclusion, equity & diversity: time for change
 Michael Curry on Royal Wedding sermon: US bishop 'thought Meghan Markle and Prince Harry's
invite was a joke'
 Faith leaders write letter of support to Jewish-Arab schools in Israel amid Gaza tensions
 Islamophobia is real. Stop the obsession with semantics
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Near Neighbours grants programme re-opening in June
The Near Neighbours programme offers small grants between £250 and £5,000, as seed funding for local
groups and organisations working in a number of areas of England to bring together neighbours, and to
develop relationships across diverse faiths and ethnicities to improve their communities.
As part of the criteria, projects should:
 Bring together peoples of two or more different faiths and/or ethnicities, to build friendships and develop
relationships of trust
 Work locally—the programme wants to see people who are living very locally (i.e. in the same street,
estate or neighbourhood) come together
 Work sustainably—the programme wants to see long term and natural relationships grow, that will last
beyond the period of funding
 Work to improve the community—the programme wants to see people working to make their
communities a better place to live
 Involve diverse people in planning and implantation. People from more than one faith group and/or
ethnicity are involved in the planning and implementation of the proposal.
For more information: https://www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours-small-grants

Building a Stronger Britain Together programme
The Home Office programme closed its latest call for grants on 16 February. However, the programme is
continuing to offer in-kind support such as social media training, technical assistance to help a group improve
their website, or capacity building work to help a group protect more vulnerable individuals. Applications for
in-kind support can be submitted at any time.
For more information: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/building-a-stronger-britain-together

Supermarket grant schemes
Bags of Help is Tesco’s local community grant scheme where the money raised from the 5p bag levy in Tesco
stores is being used to fund community projects across the UK
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/Category/the-tesco-bags-of-helpprogramme-tes2
Waitrose supports charities through its Community Matters scheme
http://www.waitrose.com/branches/index.aspx.
Sainsbury’s stores each partner with a Local Charity of the Year voted on by the local people. More
information https://www.sainsburyslocalcharity.co.uk/.
The Asda Foundation offers grants for local community projects which will “make a real long term difference,
benefitting the wider community with [its] vision to ‘Transform Communities, improving lives locally.” Further
details: www.asdafoundation.org/applying-for-funding/significant-local-community-projects.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Woking People of Faith Events 2018

Refugee Week Event in partnership with Woking Borough Council: Tuesday 19th June 6.30 pm till 8.30 pm at
HG Wells, Church Street East, Woking, GU21 6HJ
An evening of guest speakers, poetry and cultural performances including orchestral pieces, dances and much
more… A light buffet will be supplied after the performances. Woking welcomes everyone from around the
borough to celebrate Refugee Week 2018 featuring performances from a selection of local primary and
secondary school children, community groups, youth clubs, professional dancers and students from Surrey
Arts. Advanced booking required. Contact arts@woking.gov.uk Call 01483 743696 to book.
Football tournament: Saturday 30th June at Winston Churchill School, starts at 9.30 am
The Last Post: Sunday 5th August, 3.00 pm. A Multi faith service and tour around the Brookwood Military
Cemetery
Peace Day event: Saturday 22nd September, the annual peace day event, 12.00 pm—
1.00 pm, Mercia Walk. Woking.
For more information please contact Kerry Barry: administrator@wpof.org.uk
www.wpof.org.uk

2018 “Great Get-Together”
To be held in honour of Jo Cox MP on Saturday 23rd June from 3-30 pm to 5-30 pm at Godalming Unitarian
Chapel, Meadrow, Godalming GU7 3JB. There will be a Community Tea Party with music from the Godalming
Youth Band. All welcome

Title: The story of music from a Humanist perspective
Tuesday 12th June 7.30pm
Speaker: Teddy Prout
Music is often regarded as being a central and defining part of most people's lives. Why does it have so much of
a hold on our emotions and why do we look to music to help us express our emotions? This talk looks at the
history and development of music as part of the human experience on a personal and societal level. Teddy will
speak about his experiences as a composer and performer, a music teacher, and as a Humanist Celebrant. He is
the Director of Community Services for Humanists UK.
Where: The Guildford Institute in Ward Street, Guildford, GU1 4LH.
Tea/coffee and biscuits break at about 8.40
For more information: david.simmonds40@gmail.com
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Epsom and Ewell Inter Faith Forum Programme 2018
Iftar at Epsom Islamic Centre – Wednesday 13th June, 20.30.
The month of Ramadan, the holy month for Muslims is now upon us. Muslims fast from
early dawn to sunset for a month. This holy month has many virtues including becoming more disciplined
within oneself, being more charitable and uniting as a community.
Members of the inter faith forum have been invited to an iftar on the 13th of June when Muslims will break
their fast and share food. If you would like to attend, please be at the Epsom Islamic Centre at 20:30. Meet
outside at 20.25. The Imam will give a short explanation about Ramadan and fasting and we can ask questions.
Please be aware that parking is very limited.
For more information or to confirm attendance please email Lynne Schofield: lynnescholefield@gmail.com

Guildford and Godalming Interfaith Forum Events 2018
Interfaith Pilgrimage
Thursday 19th July 2018
The pilgrimage will take place in Godalming between different places of worship. Details to be finalised, more
information in the next newsletter.
Interfaith Service
The Annual GGIFF Interfaith Service to mark Interfaith Week, Sunday 18th November, St Nicholas Church,
Guildford. 3 pm till 5pm
For further information please contact: Carolyn Neogi - 01483 415773 E: CarolynNeogi@aol.com

Refugee Support Conference 2018
Celebrating, Reflecting and Learning
What more can we do?
Join Bishop Andrew, Maurice Wren (CEO, Refugee Council) and other leading figures, for a morning
learning from the experiences and testimonies both nationally and in Surrey.
Date: Monday 5th November 2018
Time: 9:30 am—1.00 pm
Venue: St Saviours Church, Woodbridge Rd, Guildford, GU1 4QD (no parking on-site)
Booking: to reserve your place please contact: Emma.Beswick@cofeguildford.org.uk
Communities Engagement Team, Diocese of Guildford.
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