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“Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and 

fellowship. 

(Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, Bishárát)  

 

It’s 20 years of Peace One Day, read more about it on page 2—Woking 

People of Faith organise an annual event to mark this date at the Town 

Centre, which includes a Peace One Day competition for schools in 

Woking. If you would like your school to participate please get in touch. 

Plenty of interesting upcoming events to attend on page 7 onwards. 

 

Kauser Akhtar  

Faith Links Adviser 

E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk 

T: 01483 790334 

W: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk 

Main Faith Festivals in 
May 2019 

 

2nd: Yom Ha-Shoah (Jewish) 

6 May—4 June: Ramadan 

(Muslim) 

9th: Yom Ha’atzma’ut (Jewish) 

19th: Wesak (Buddha Day) 

23rd: Lag B’omer (Jewish) 

24th: Declarartion of the Bab 

(Baha’i) 

24th: Zaratosht No Diso 

(Zoroastrian) 

29th: Ascension of Baha’u’llah 

(Baha’i) 

30th: Ascension Day (Christian) 

31st: Night of Power (Muslim) 

 

For description of festivals 

please visit: Religious Festivals 

Inside this issue: 

Any views and comments expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

Diocese of Guildford or the Communities Engagement Team (CET).  

L i f e  a s  a  R e f u g e e  

On Monday 29th April, the Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum organised an event at 

the North West Surrey Synagogue to hear from people who have been working 

with refugees and some people who 

have become refugees.  

Diane Peters, Refugee Coordinator for 

the Diocese of Guildford shared her 

experiences with the Syrian families she 

has been working with. She mentioned 

the challenges faced by the families 

including literacy, cultural differences 

and difficulty getting jobs. Diane said 

volunteers have also learnt a lot from 

the families. 

Marianna Bracho from the Surrey County Council Fostering Team talked about 

the need for foster carers for asylum seeking children. She shared her 

experiences from various refugee camps and her passion to help displaced 

https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/religious-festivals
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children live a happy and fulfilled life. She concluded with a very emotional poem: No one leaves home unless 

home is the mouth of a shark by Warsan Shire. 

Kayte Cable from the Big Leaf Foundation spoke 

about the work they are doing with displaced 

young people in Surrey, which includes providing 

a nurturing programme of activities, projects and 

events that focus on combating social isolation. 

More information: 

www.bigleaffoundation.org.uk/ 

Steve Wells from Elmbridge CAN spoke about their response to the Syrian Crisis in 2012 and how they came 

together as a community to sponsor a family in Elmbridge. A team of volunteers helped to organise a property 

which was made available and provided full support to the family including registering with GP, dentist etc 

appointments, language and school homework. Steve said they would like to sponsor more families but are in 

need of properties. For more information, to volunteer or support their property appeal please visit: 

http://www.elmbridgecan.org.uk/ 

Dr Abdul Karim Hussein, a neuro surgeon, shared his experience as a refugee from Syria. He described his life 

before troubles began in Syria and how happy they were; he decided to leave home with his family for safety. 

After waiting 2 years, nearly losing hope and getting on a boat with his family to Turkey, he received a call 

saying he had been accepted for the UK and arrangements were made very quickly. Dr Karim spoke about how 

hospitable people were in the UK and expressed deep appreciation for the support that has been provided to 

him and his family. He has been volunteering at St George’s hospital and has recently been offered a job there 

as a Neuro Surgeon. 

Rachel Ellis spoke about her parents Bruce and Ursell Eton (born Bruno Einhorn and Ilse Ursell). Rachel’s 
mother contributed to a book (in German) entitled Gerettet by Professor Eva-Maria Thune                         
(https://gerettet2019.wordpress.com/) and is based on interviews with refugees from Nazi Germany who 
came as children  

Peter Kammerling talked about his parents who were refugees  who came to England on the Kindertransports 

from Vienna in 1938/39.  Peter said, ‘My parents are just more in a long line of refugees who have, over the 

centuries, been exiled or forced out of their homes. The Exodus from slavery in Egypt, Babylonean exile 

following the destruction of the temple in 597BCE and expulsions from England (1290), France (1306), Spain 

(1492) and pogroms in Russia, Poland, Lithuania etc.” 

The evening was concluded with some questions to the panel and further conversations with refreshments. 

2 0  Y E A R S  O F  P E A C E  O N E  D A Y  

This Peace Day, Saturday 21 September 2019, marks 20 years since the launch of Peace One Day at 
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre in London. This Peace Day, to mark this important milestone, Peace One Day is 
returning with a heartfelt celebration of all that's been achieved throughout the world.  

In 1999, actor turned filmmaker Jeremy Gilley set out to document his efforts to create an annual Peace Day. 
To this end he founded the non-profit organisation Peace One Day. In 2001 the organisation’s efforts were 
rewarded when the member states of the United Nations unanimously adopted the first ever annual day of 
global ceasefire and non-violence on 21 September – Peace Day 

Since 2001, Peace One Day’s objective has been to institutionalise Peace Day 21 September, making it a day 
that is self-sustaining, an annual day of global unity, a day of intercultural cooperation on an unprecedented 
scale. http://peaceoneday.org/ 

https://genius.com/Warsan-shire-home-annotated
https://genius.com/Warsan-shire-home-annotated
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1hOqCU-0004w0-56&i=57e1b682&c=at-3fMy0OtmgZUy1I2r3qV9HjIgWsAi4FMQBWgjIdGU0fXtaH5pSRK68hvmYUZuL-5YXgnbHUpEn-SJVdEP6TGEtDLYUk1mJp-_ImziLyuQY5zcF2vwqo1Ye3OMszLVo1YF1fJgHRyeQkX0GlM3i4ohlmT9Xayo73aaf6EFNLPsT7p4JxkbaT5O7H0zBK4H40ng
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O v e r  t h e  T o p  

On Saturday 13 April Lynn and David Morris performed Over The Top, a 45 minute play which explored the 

role of military in our schools and society as part of one of the Woking Debates at Christ Church, 

Over the Top brought the issues vividly to life, as peace 

activist and war widow Kathy confronted her son’s head 

teacher over his determination to co-opt her son into an 

‘adventure challenge’ with the army, of the kind now 

increasingly offered to school students. Dr Roberts is a 

pragmatic man who can't see the problem and feels 

engaging with the army brings nothing but positive 

advantages to Meadow Springs Academy. 

There is no slick happy ending to Over the Top. All Kathy’s 

passion, her bitter experience of bereavement can’t keep 

her son from exploring his chosen path, egged on by the 

‘gung-ho’ headmaster. The play challenges our attitudes 

but leaves the final conclusion up to us. 

The play  brought out that the Defence Secretary is looking to establish cadet forces in 160 schools. They will 

promote team work, discipline and respect for authority. 

In the discussion following it was said the play was very provoking. Everyone has a right to a view and the 

issues are political. Having a military force is OK but using it abroad is the problem. Veterans for Peace UK who 

David and Lynne consulted in creating the play emphasise that the military is never trained to be a defence 

force. All the training is to operate abroad. The ads encouraging people to join stress the chances of going 

abroad. 

Do we have a responsibility to all humanity across the planet or do we have an obligation? 

Russia feels threatened by military manoeuvres on its borders in Latvia. How would we feel about Russia 

conducting similar manoeuvres in Scotland? We need to think more about who are our enemies and what can 

we do to prevent them invading us. Why is Russia our enemy? Do we need an enemy? 

With cyber warfare the role of conventional  troops is becoming less. The arms industry has a huge influence 

over the military. 

"Warfare is the continuation of politics by other means". Many times recently we have had no clear idea of 

what we should do when we won the war, as in Iraq and Libya. 

Even if we agree with armed forces we should not be targeting children in low employment areas. Scouts and 

guides are sponsored by the armed forces. In Dudley in the West Midlands the army has opened an academy 

which targets children excluded from schools and are difficult to manage. All the teachers are ex military and 

50% of their time is spent doing military manoeuvres. Several academy chains are aligned with different 

regiments. As funding has been cut in schools the Army has come in to fill in some of the gaps.  

The army needs squaddies and officers. Universities are targeted to provide the officer class with an offer to 

pay university fees in return for signing up for 3-5 years after they finish their degree. Squaddies can enlist at 

15 years 9 months for seven years or come in at 18 for three years. Under the Child Soldier Amendment Act 

they can only go into the field when they reach 18 but we are one of the very few countries in the world 

which allow 15 year olds to sign on. 

Conflict resolution is needed in schools built into the National Curriculum to counter knife violence but there 

is no state funding for this. Whether the school or college has a cadet force or conflict resolution is in the 

hands of the governors but in academies the number of governors is much smaller and the power is often in 
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Faith and Cultural Awareness Training for Staff & Volunteers  

It has become evident in todays increasingly multicultural society that constructing and developing relations 

between people of all faiths and none is important for work life as well as social cohesion. 

Employers should have a basic level of knowledge of different faiths to get a better 

understanding of staff/customer needs and requirements.  

It is also good for staff to have some level of knowledge and awareness of faiths and 

cultures for a better experience with the people they work with. 

 

For more information or to organize a training session please contact: 

Kauser Akhtar, Faith Links Adviser, T: 01483 790334, 

E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk 

F R E E  f u r n i t u r e  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  a n d  c h a r i t i e s  

 

Due to the forthcoming closure of Surrey Nurturing Links, a selection of office furniture and equipment is 

available for other Surrey charities. 

 

 7 office desks, various sizes  | 4 under desk pedestal drawers | Lockable small 3 drawer cabinet | 4 drawer 

filing cabinet | 2 tall lockable metal cupboards | 2 meeting tables | Large cupboard  |Small cupboard with 

drawers | Tea trolley  | Microwave | Fridge | Toaster and kettle | B&W laserjet printer |Fan heater |3 

Grandstream internet phones  |Laminator | 2 swivel office chairs  | Flipchart stand | Exhibition stand  | 

Noticeboard | 4 office chairs  and more……. 

 

To find out more and to arrange collection, please ring Stephanie Ward on 01483 225596 or 

email SWard@surreynurturinglinks.org.uk  

the people running the chains. 

In York the cadets organised a family fun day out where they organised a re-enactment where the army had to 

control anti fracker campaigners who had got out of control. Is this really suitable for a family fun day out? 

What scrutiny do we want? It is better to have a disciplined army than war lords. One person who served in the 

cadets did a years course in civil defence. 

Why do we not have a Peace Force? Why do we glorify war? History teaching is skewed emphasising the 

military victories and not how wars begin or their consequences. 

Why are white poppies contentious? In Birmingham a school started to sell them along with red poppies and 

got hate mail and had to stop. There should be a choice in schools of which to buy. White poppies are to 

remember the deaths of non combatants in war. 

The topic of refugees fleeing war was raised. In Lesbos there is a pile of life jackets sold to refugees which do 

not work as they do not inflate. One hotel which lost all its trade because of the Syrian refugees kept nearby 

helped them and it was said did more to help them than the whole of the U.K. Where is our priority? 

The collection of £135 was given to War Child, a charity working with children affected by war, as Woking 

Quakers had agreed to pay the costs of the play.  

For more information about the Woking Debates, please visit: www.wokingdebates.com 
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F o r  R e f u g e e s ,  W i t h  R e f u g e e s :  A d v a n c i n g  I n t e r f a i t h  R e s p o n s e s  

What can your community do to support refugees? How can you 

work together with those of other faiths? This CCJ (Council of 

Cristian and Jews) resource for communities and faith leaders gives 

you the advice you need on launching an interfaith project to help 

refugees. It contains ideas for projects, Christian and Jewish 

reflections, as well as a list of further resources you can go to for 

additional help. 

To download the resource, please visit: 

 http://www.ccj.org.uk/for-refugees-with-refugees-advancing-

interfaith-responses/ 

K A I C I I D  O n l i n e  C o u r s e  o n  I n t e r r e l i g i o u s  D i a l o g u e  

The KAICIID Online Course on Interreligious Dialogue is a three-credit 

bachelor degree course that can be offered at any academic institution as 

an elective course within a wide range of programmes. This course has 

been designed to also be suitable for the general public. If you are 

interested in learning about interreligious dialogue, and you can dedicate 

a few weeks to such learning, this course is the right place for you to start 

from. 

 

For more information please visit: https://www.kaiciid.org/knowledge-hub/e-learning/online-courses 

 

J e w s ,  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  M u s l i m s  i n  E u r o p e :  M o d e r n  C h a l l e n g e s  

Applications open on 13 May 2019! 

The online course Jews, Christians and Muslims in Europe: Modern Challenges focuses on the relationships 

between Jews, Christians and Muslims in modern Europe and in European history. It consists of three 

modules, each lasting for four weeks. 

In addition to historical topics, such as interreligious relations in medieval Spain, Enlightenment Britain, and 

20th-century Germany, participants will engage with contemporary topics such as the relation of religion, 

ethnicity and citizenship in Bosnia and Herzegovina; the Muhammad cartoons controversy in Denmark; the 

social reality of Syrian refugees in Sweden; and the Abrahamic approaches to forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Students will be encouraged to address challenging questions through case studies and set readings (in 

sociology, history, anthropology, and theology). 

The course is accessed via Hedwig which is hosted by the Cambridge Theological Federation. 

 

For more information or to register please visit: 

https://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/study/online-courses/jews-

christians-and-muslims-in-europe-modern-challenges 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj94rid_4viAhWi1eAKHR6xBl4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woolf.cam.ac.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw3xIMkxG9rbucEGmmCy83Dm&ust=1557406969599752
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F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

F u n d i n g  t h r o u g h  y o u r  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l l o r s  
 

Do you have a project that could benefit people in your neighbourhood?  You can apply for up 

to £5000 worth of funding through the Members' Community Allocation 

 

Find out more on how to apply here  

V i l l a g e  H a l l  I m p r o v e m e n t  G r a n t  F u n d  

The Autumn 2018 budget announced that, to mark the centenary of the Armistice, government would 

support several initiatives, including making available grant funding to support improvement projects for 

village halls. 

The grant funding will be managed by ACRE on behalf of Defra with support from the ACRE Network. The 

grant aims to help fund the updating and refurbishment of village halls so that they are fit for purpose and 

provide activities which seek to achieve one or more of the following outcomes for their communities: 

•Improved health and wellbeing/reduction in loneliness 

•Demonstrates a positive impact on the environment 

•Supports the local rural economy 

For more information please visit: http://acre.org.uk/our-work/village-hall-improvement-grant%20fund 

C o m m u n i t i e s  T o g e t h e r  

 Are you working to boost the community spirit in your neighbourhood? Do you have 

ideas for creating a community garden, starting an arts festival, tackling loneliness 

amongst old people, boosting health and fitness or cleaning up the streets where you 

live? If so, you could qualify for a grant from our Communities Together programme. 

For more information, please visit:  

https://www.heathrowcommunityfund.com/need-funding./for-community-projects 

The Armed Forces Covenant Fund has four broad funding themes 

now and in future years. 

 

•removing barriers to family life; 

•extra support after service for those that need help; 

•measures to integrate military and civilian communities and 

allow the armed forces community to participate as citizens; 

•non-core healthcare services for veterans 

 

For more information please visit: http://www.covenantfund.org.uk/about/ 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/councillors-and-committees/members-allocations?mc_cid=f7cce17a7e&mc_eid=c0a694bfab
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjjjofEt__gAhVHgxoKHTH_CBMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmydonate.bt.com%2Ffundraisers%2Fsusanaalvarez1%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw2pGzvR8KqIIt_phdgVIDD7&ust=1552577339
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjNjafVuP_gAhWMyIUKHV6JCg8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cobseo.org.uk%2Fnews%2Forganisations%2Farmed-forces-covenant-fund-trust%2F&psig=AOvVaw35PdG55QqVVc82QY
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

E l m b r i d g e  M u l t i  F a i t h  F o r u m  E v e n t s  2 0 1 9  

 

Tuesday 25th June: AGM and Conference: Connecting with God—different faith perspectives 

7.00 pm for 7.30 pm start at St John’s Church, 1 The Furrows, Walton-on Thames, Surrey, KT12 3JQ 

Speakers: 

Anthony Sheppard from the North West Surrey Synagogue 

Saidhanya Ravi from the Sri Raja Amman Temple, Stoneleigh 

Christian speaker TBC 

Q&A session  

Bring and Share finger food event (Vegetarian only). 

 

Saturday 12th October: Evening Gala/Cultural Celebration, 6.00 pm at St John’s Church, 1 The Furrows, 

Walton-on Thames, Surrey, KT12 3JQ 

Saturday 19th October: West London Synagogue Open Day 

EMF will organise a coach, £15 per person 

For more information please email: 

Secretary: Kauser.Akhtar@cofefeguildford.org.uk 

For more information please visit: https://www.elmbridgemultifaith.org.uk/ 

W o k i n g  P e o p l e  o f  F a i t h  E v e n t s  2 0 1 9  

Football Tournament: Saturday 15th June, 10am - 4pm, Winston Churchill School, Woking 

Entry Fee £3 per person, £21 for a team. Lunch provided. 

To enter or more information please contact Zafar Iqbal E: Zafar.Iqbal@woking.gov.uk 

 or John West E: john.west63@ntlworld.com 

 

Refugee Week Event: Tuesday 18th June, 6pm – 8pm, HG Wells, Woking. More details to come. 

Last Post Multi-Faith Service: Sunday 4th August, 2pm, Brookwood Cemetery, Dawney Hill, GU24 0JB 

International Day of Peace: Saturday 21st September, 12 noon -  1pm, 

Mercia Walk, Woking 

This year’s theme for the Peace Day Competition is the meeting between St Francis Assisi and Sultan Al Kamil; 

it is the 800th anniversary of the historical encounter. 

 

More information E: administrator@wpof.org.uk 

Or visit: www.wpof.org.uk 
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Surrey Community Action is participating in Small Charity Week with two FREE events  

 

Tuesday 18 June - FREE Fundraising Surgery Astolat, Coniers Way Guildford Surrey GU4 7HL.  One-to-one 

appointments are available with our Head of Communities and Development, Nick Bragger specialising in 

fundraising and project development to:  help you identify relevant funding sources for your project or 

services; explore alternative funding and fundraising techniques and plan next steps for your fundraising. 

Saturday 22 June - Setting up a CIO 9.30 - 12.30 Astolat, Coniers Way, Guildford Surrey GU4 7JY. Have you 

formed a new group that you want to register as a charity? Do you want to convert an existing charity into a 

new Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)? Do you want to explore whether your charity’s trustees are 

protected from personal liability? Do you want to modernise your Constitution? If the answer to any of these 

questions is ‘Yes’, then sign up for our FREE training on Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIO) and find 

out what is right for you. 

To find out more and to book visit https://www.surreyca.org.uk/small-charity-week/  

East Surrey Poverty Truth Commission Launch  

We would like to invite you to save the date for the launch of the new East Surrey 

Poverty Truth Commission.  

Hear stories from local people in poverty Be inspired by their passion, determination 

and resilience Meet the Commissioners and find out about this new initiative to 

work together to find solutions to poverty in East Surrey.  

4th June 2019 10.30-12.30 Light refreshments will be served at 12.30 

Bourne Hall , Spring Street, Surrey KT17 1UF  

G e n e r a t i o n  Y ,  s p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e   

Young people are doing faith differently! They are redefining the role of spirituality in social change and 

reinventing community, leadership and ritual for a new era.   

Come and hear Justine Huxley reflect on six years working with the younger generation at St Ethelburga's 

Centre for Reconciliation and Peace.   

Justine writes: I believe there is something akin to Divine grace at work within the younger generations.  A very 

particular quality of renewal that is not just the regular energy of youth – but rather is life’s response to a deep 

and urgent need for change.   

Her book, Generation Y, Spirituality and Social Change, was published earlier this year. 

Tuesday 14 May 2019:  The Cheyham Hall, St Paul Howell Hill, Cheam SM2 7HS     

7.00 pm for 7.30. 

Contact Epsom and Ewell Inter Faith Forum  for any queries  

E: EEIFF@outlook.com 

There will also be a collection after the event for any donations to EEIFF.  



Surrey Faith Links c/o CET, Diocese of Guildford 

Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Road, Guildford, GU2 7YF 

T: 01483 790334, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk 

W: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk 
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Compete or cooperate: the evolutionary choice that will determine our future  

Tuesday, 11th June at 7.30pm 

Speaker   Roger Heppleston 

Roger Heppleston has written and lectured a great deal. He has developed a unique evolutionary perspective 

on human development which gives context to the big challenges facing us all today: from population issues 

such as migration and aging, to the disruptive effect of new technologies and the destruction of the 

environment. Throughout, his focus is to emphasise the leading role humanism must play in our communities 

to promote and support the secular ideas of the enlightenment which he considers imperative if mankind is to 

be able to address our future challenges.   

Where:    The Guildford Institute in Ward Street, Guildford, GU1 4LH. 

Tea/coffee and biscuits break at about 8.40 

There is no charge for the talks, but a small donation is requested to cover 

expenses (but not from students). 

For further information, please phone David Simmonds (01483 800397) or Mike Adams (01483 233324), or 

visit http://guildfordwoking.humanist.org.uk 

G u i l d f o r d  a n d  G o d a l m i n g  I n t e r f a i t h  F o r u m  E v e n t s  2 0 1 9  

 

Interfaith Walk: Thursday 18th July , walk around the University of Surrey and hear from the Multi 

faith Chaplaincy Team. 

Interfaith Service to mark Interfaith Week  

Sunday 17th November, 3 pm—5pm, St Nicholas Church, Bury St, Guildford GU2 4AW 

 

For more information please contact: Bernard Jones (Secretary)  

T: 01483 424257 E: bernard.jones10@btinternet.com  

 

Or Carolyn Neogi: E: carolynneogi@aol.com | T: 01483 415773  
GGIFF 

 Job Vacancy: Church & Foundry Centre Co -ordinator for Trinity Methodist Church, Woking  

Term of appointment 3 years |  35 hours per week | £27K - £29K per annum  

This post is subject to an Occupational Requirement that the post holder is a committed 

Christian under Part 1 of Schedule 9 to the Equality Act 2010.  

 

For further details and an application pack visit:  

www.trinitywoking.org.uk/about-trinity2808/situations-vacant/ 

Completed application forms should be sent to vacancies@trinitywoking.org.uk By closing date 

20th May 2019  


