June 2019

“The best preacher is the heart; the best teacher is time, the best book
is the world; the best friend is God
(The Talmud)
Some amazing reports of events in this newsletter and many more
events coming up. Refugee week, International day of Peace (20th
Anniversary of Peace One Day) and Interfaith Week to look forward to.
Kauser Akhtar
Faith Links Adviser
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
T: 01483 790334
W: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Young people are doing faith differently! They are redefining the role of
spirituality in social change and reinventing community, leadership and ritual for
a new era.
On the 14th of May, Justine Huxley presented her latest book to the members of
EEIFF. The event started with her facilitation of a
discussion regarding people's current
observations about young people and religion
followed by an overview of the book.
Justine has six years experience working with the
younger generation at St Ethelburga's Centre for
Reconciliation and Peace . She stated that the
book took 5-6 years to make and has number of
themes throughout: Leadership, Evolution of
faith, Activism, Identity, New spaces, Challenging
orthodoxy, and Protecting the Earth.

Main Faith Festivals in
June 2019
5th: Eid ul Fitr (Muslim)
9th: Pentecost (Christian)
9th: Shavuot starts (Jewish)
16th: Martyrdom of Guru Arjan
(Sikh)
For description of festivals
please visit: Religious Festivals

Justine writes: I believe there is something akin
to Divine grace at work within the younger

Any views and comments expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Diocese of Guildford or the Communities Engagement Team (CET).
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generations. A very particular quality of renewal that is not just the regular
energy of youth – but rather is life’s response to a deep and urgent need for
change
It was an interesting talk which demonstrated that young people are
passionate about social change which can either be depicted as an exchange
or presentation of their spirituality. There was also an opportunity for the
attendees to buy a copy of her book at a discounted rate at the end.

Travellers Tales

On Saturday 11 May 49 people gathered to hear and participate in the May Woking Debate on Where do we
come from? Where do we go to? Travellers Tales. Three people introduced the topic, Hilda Brazil, a Romany
gypsy and former chair of the Gypsy and Travellers Forum, Lalage Grundy, chair of Surrey Gypsy and Travellers
Forum and John Hockley, formerly a police officer liaising with the traveller community and former chair of
Surrey Gypsy and Travellers Forum and currently working at Surrey County Council looking after gypsy sites.
We were ably chaired by the Mayor for our last debate of the current season.
John Hockley told us that there are around 10-12,000 gypsies in Surrey although the census only shows 2,500.
Most are based in houses, not travelling. Surrey County Council runs 15 sites. Guildford has three of these. That
is not enough. The small sites have room for between three and seventeen plots. Few outsiders come to the
sites and there is only one way in and one way out. The pitches are concrete with basic utilities and sheds. The
usual rent is £75-£100 and Council Tax is payable on top. People have
to pay high charges for electricity. They are not free and not cheap.

Hilda Brazil is a settled Romany and has lived in Effingham all her life.
She has served as a Councillor and worked with young people in the
criminal justice system. She went to school from the ages of 5 to 14
and although she is established in Effingham has always been part of a
separate community. The gypsy community is as diverse as the wider
community. We "rip each other's hearts out". They have the same
problems as everyone. The Romani language is broken and each
community speaks it with different dialects. Most gypsies are related.
"Surrey is my home".
Sites were mostly built 30-35 years ago. They are mostly located where approval would not be given to build
housing near motorways, power stations &c. They are rarely on mains electricity and conditions are very basic.
Yet they are fastidious in their habits and will be shunned by other gypsies if they are not clean. Few people
want to live near gypsies.
Many Romani have settled down to allow their children to be educated but education achievement remains
low. For travelling people there is a problem attending school. For more settled families there are cultural
problems with mixing of sexes in schools. They live for 10-15 years less than the general population and
constitute 1% of the population.
It is legal to travel but illegal to stop at unregulated sites and there are not enough regulated ones. If gypsies do
not travel for three months in each year then under the law they are not recognised as gypsies so there is
pressure to carry on travelling. If new plots are proposed people say they are in favour of them but not near
them.
Reported by Keith Scott (Chair, Woking Debates)
Read the full report here: http://wokingdebates.com/may-2019.html
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Muslim Burial Ground Peace Garden achieves recognition at national awards
Woking’s Muslim Burial Ground Peace Garden has been named winner at this year’s Local Government News
Street Design Awards.
Woking Borough Council, along with landscape architect terra firma Consultancy and Horsell Common
Preservation Society, won the Urban Green Space category in the prestigious awards, beating off competition
from other local authorities across the country.
The awards are organised by Local Government News
Magazine and recognise best practice and innovation
in street design schemes.
Laura Sharman, Editor of Local Government News,
said: “I am delighted to name Woking Borough
Council as the winner of the Urban Green Space
category in our Street Design Awards. The judges
were extremely impressed by the scheme, which
achieved nearly perfect scores for its high quality
design and meeting the objectives set out in the
brief.”
Mayor of Woking, Cllr Beryl Hunwicks, who accepted
the award on behalf of the Council, said: “A popular site for the local community, as well as national and
international visitors, the Muslim Burial Ground Peace Garden is a marvellous heritage site of which we should
all be proud.
“The site recognises the contribution of soldiers from all parts of the world who gave the ultimate sacrifice for
Britain and has contemporary relevance for our diverse communities by promoting shared history and
understanding.
“I’d like to extend my thanks to terra firma for designing such a fitting legacy and I hope that this award will
further raise awareness of the importance of the Peace Garden and all it represents.”
Lionel Fanshawe, terra firma director, said: "We are obviously thrilled to have won this award. To have had
the opportunity to work on such a fascinating culturally significant heritage site, as well as working with
terrific teams at Woking Borough Council and Horsell Common Preservation Society, has been wonderful. It
enabled us to design and deliver the stunning Peace Garden we see today.”
Elizabeth Cuttle, as Trustee led the restoration and garden creation project for Horsell Common Preservation
Society, added: "As owners of the Peace Garden, Horsell Common Preservation Society is delighted that terra
firma and Woking Borough Council are the winners of this award.

“The Peace Garden is now a beautiful tranquil space and a fitting memorial to those Muslim soldiers who gave
their lives for Britain in two world wars."
Located on the south east corner of Horsell Common, the Muslim Burial Ground was founded in 1917 as a
final resting place for Allied Muslim soldiers who died of their wounds in this country during WW1, and later
supplemented with further burials of those lost during WW2.
In 2013, after years of disrepair, Horsell Common Preservation Society and Woking Borough Council came
together to create a special place of remembrance celebrating the vast, and vitally important, contribution
made to the Allied war effort by armies of the Indian sub-continent.
In an act of remembrance, His Royal Highness The Earl of Wessex KG GCVO, officially opened the Peace
Garden on 12 November 2015.
For more information about the Muslim Burial Ground, please visit www.horsellcommon.org.uk
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20 YEARS OF PEACE ONE DAY
This Peace Day, Saturday 21 September 2019, marks 20 years since the launch of Peace One Day at
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre in London. For more information about the history of Peace One Day please visit:
http://www.peaceoneday.org/about
#PeaceDay193 aspires to record youth activation for Peace Day 2019
across ALL 193 UN Member States, something that has never been done
before! The most exciting part is the photographic installation to be
featured at the Peace Day celebration this year in London. If you work
with young people, learn more about this exciting project and sign
up your school / youth organisation here. You can become a part of
something truly special
PARTNERSHIP FOR PEACE
The Partnership for Peace Continues to be a great success. There are now over 110 organisations working
together to celebrate the message of Peace, highlighting and sharing each other’s important work. Check out
the hashtags #peaceday and #goal17 to learn about the amazing organisations taking part. If you or your
organisation would like to be involved, please email campaigns@peaceoneday.org
There are many ways you can get involved, from sports, music, dance to tea parties or working with schools.
For more ideas and resources please visit: http://www.peaceoneday.org/campaigns-overview
Woking People of faith organise an annual Peace Day Competition for primary and secondary schools in the
Woking area. More about this on page 7 of this newsletter.

Reaching beyond organised volunteering
Maybe, during this Volunteers Week, we would not call this traditional volunteering, but the activity of this
young woman must be the essence of what a healthy, caring, community looks like. It was not formal, it was
not ‘banked’ and she did not get any recognition for it, other than from her family and those she directly
helped. Yet she nevertheless had a strong sense (born out of her faith) that these acts of service were the right
thing to do.
Building a strong community means being neighbourly – volunteering if you will. And not just in relation to
those we live directly alongside... Read full article here by Daniel Singleton, National Executive Director of
FaithAction

Faith and Cultural Awareness Training for Staff & Volunteers
It has become evident in todays increasingly multicultural society that constructing and developing relations
between people of all faiths and none is important for work life as well as social cohesion.
Employers should have a basic level of knowledge of different faiths to get a better
understanding of staff/customer needs and requirements.
It is also good for staff to have some level of knowledge and awareness of faiths and
cultures for a better experience with the people they work with.
For more information or to organize a training session please contact:
Kauser Akhtar, Faith Links Adviser, T: 01483 790334,
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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The Great Get Together
This year, the third Great Get Together weekend will take place
on 21st – 23rd June 2019, which would have been Jo’s 45th
birthday.
The Great Get Together is inspired by Jo Cox, who was killed on
16 June 2016. There is a groundswell of people who reject
divisive politics and simply want to bring our communities
together and celebrate all that unites us. This is our chance.
Jo’s family and friends came up with the initiative and more than
one hundred organisations are now supporting it.

Pledge to get back together here:
https://www.greatgettogether.org/get-back-together/
Click here for ‘How to get together guide’
Request a free event pack here, which comes with all you need to make your event a Great Get Together bunting, invitations, stickers, conversation menu, and more
For more information please visit: https://www.greatgettogether.org/

The latest issue of Interfaith Network UK e-bulletin is now available at: www.interfaith.org.uk/e-bulletin
It includes:
 Faith and public life updates
 Inter Faith Network for the UK News
 Inter faith projects, programmes and developments
 Resources and study/training
 Calls for information, competitions and nominations
 Jobs, internships and volunteering
 Funding opportunities
 Special Weeks/Days
 Diary dates

Inter Faith Week 2019
Inter Faith Week 2019 will take place between Sunday 10 and Sunday 17 November. The Week begins each
year on Remembrance Sunday to enable people of different backgrounds to remember together the service of
soldiers and civilians of all faiths and beliefs and to reflect on peace.
The flyer for the 2019 Week can be downloaded at www.interfaithweek.org/flyer.
Please do circulate this to your networks. Printed copies can be ordered from the IFN
office by emailing ashley.beck@interfaith.org.uk.
To subscribe to the Inter Faith Week mailing list, submit your details at
https://www.interfaithweek.org/static/sign-up.
The Inter Faith Youth Trust is offering grants of up to £800 for Inter Faith Week
projects and events with young people. Further information on the grant on page 6 of
this newsletter
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Funding through your County Councillors
Do you have a project that could benefit people in your neighbourhood? You can apply for up
to £5000 worth of funding through the Members' Community Allocation
Find out more on how to apply here

Inter Faith Youth Trust - Inter Faith Week grants
As in previous years, the Inter Faith Youth Trust will be making available a
special programme of grants for Inter Faith Week 2019. This year the Trust
will be awarding grants of up to £800. Grants are awarded for proposals for
inter-faith activities by children and young people from Christian, Jewish,
Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and other faiths and those of no formal faith. The age
range for young people is 11-25 years. Priority will be given to projects
which actively involve young people in planning, running, and evaluation of
the project; promote positive action; and are run by non-statutory
organisations, such as youth clubs, scout/guide groups, local voluntary and
community organisations.
The application form can be downloaded at www.ifyouthtrust.org.uk/. The
deadline for the submission of forms is 24 August

Website and Facebook grants
The Transform Foundation is offering funding to charities to help with new website builds. Grants of £18,000
are available. It is also offering grants towards Facebook advertising of £5,000. For further information and to
apply, visit www.transformfoundation.org.uk.

The Ironmongers’ Company
The company wishes to support projects that provide opportunities for disadvantaged children and young
people to fulfil their potential. Grants are only given to registered charities. Projects must meet all of the
following criteria:
 For children and young people under the age of 25 who are disadvantaged
 Consist of educational activities that develop learning, motivation and skills
 Have clear aims and objectives to be met within a planned timescale
 Are within the UK.


Deadline 31st July 2019
For more information: https://www.ironmongers.org/charity_organisations.htm

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk

JUNE 2019

PAGE 7

UPCOMING EVENTS
Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum Events 2019
Tuesday 25th June: AGM and Conference: Connecting with God—different faith perspectives
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm start at St John’s Church, 1 The Furrows, Walton-on Thames, Surrey, KT12 3JQ
Speakers:
Anthony Sheppard from the North West Surrey Synagogue
Saidhanya Ravi from the Sri Raja Amman Temple, Stoneleigh

Christian speaker TBC
Q&A session | Bring and Share finger food event (Vegetarian only).
Saturday 12th October: Evening Gala/Cultural Celebration, 6.00 pm at St John’s Church, 1 The Furrows,
Walton-on Thames, Surrey, KT12 3JQ
Saturday 19th October: West London Synagogue Open Day
EMF will organise a coach, £15 per person
For more information please email:
Secretary: Kauser.Akhtar@cofefeguildford.org.uk
For more information please visit: https://www.elmbridgemultifaith.org.uk/

Woking People of Faith Events 2019
Football Tournament: Saturday 15th June, 10am - 4pm, Winston Churchill School, Woking
Entry Fee £3 per person, £21 for a team. Lunch provided.
To enter or more information please contact Zafar Iqbal E: Zafar.Iqbal@woking.gov.uk
or John West E: john.west63@ntlworld.com
Refugee Week Event: ‘You, Me and Those who came before’.
Tuesday 18th June, 6pm – 8pm, HG Wells, Woking.
Woking welcomes everyone from around the Borough to celebrate Refugee Week 2019, we have an exciting
line up for an evening featuring performances from a selection of local primary and secondary school children,
community groups, youth clubs, professional dancers and students from Surrey Arts.
A light buffet will be supplied after the performances.
RSVP to arts@woking.gov.uk or telephone 01483 743696
Last Post Multi-Faith Service: Sunday 4th August, 2pm, Brookwood Cemetery, Dawney Hill, GU24 0JB
International Day of Peace (20th Anniversary): Saturday 21st September, 12 noon 1pm, Mercia Walk, Woking. This year’s theme for the Peace Day Competition is the
meeting between St Francis Assisi and Sultan Al Kamil; it is the 800th anniversary of
the historical encounter.
More information E: administrator@wpof.org.uk Or visit: www.wpof.org.uk
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Invitation to the Digital Inclusion in Surrey Report Launch
In partnership with Surrey County Council, Citizens Online would like to invite colleagues from voluntary,
community and faith sector organisations to the launch of Digital Inclusion in Surrey Report.
The session will take place in County Hall, Kington Upon Thames on Tuesday 9 July, 10.30-12.30pm where
they will launch the report, share their findings and find out from you what you think the priorities for action
should be.
To sign up to the session, please follow the Eventbrite link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/surrey-digitalinclusion-report-launch-tickets-62910812935 - they will receive a notification when you’ve signed up,
therefore, you don’t need to print your tickets. Please spread the word to any other organisations you’d like to
see at the event.
Who should attend?
 Anyone concerned about the lack of digital skills among people they work with



Anyone working with people struggling to manage their finances, where digital might help



Anyone interested in digital transformation, and ensuring that the greatest possible number of people can

access and use your online services



Anyone concerned about how ‘digital-by-default’ services like Universal Credit will affect their customers



Anyone already supporting those with limited digital skills, or interested in doing so



Anyone with an interest in what digital help is available in your area



Anyone preparing their organisation for the expansion of Universal Credit

What should you bring?
A smartphone, tablet or laptop through which you can access the free WiFi and take part in interactive online
sessions.

World Humanists Day Celebrations
Title

Science – the new Religion? | Tuesday, 9th July at 7.30pm |Speaker Dr Chris Bores

Dr Bores contradicts the popular misconception that scientists claim to have all the answers. Scientific
knowledge is the foundation for much of the modern world. Chris examines the contradiction between the
scientific method that challenges knowledge, and the knowledge that scientific method affords, and poses the
question: does science risk becoming a new religion? Chris is a consultant in Digital Signal Processing. Author
and presenter of many industrial courses on DSP, Chris specializes in presenting complex information in
understandable ways. He is fascinated by the questions that don't get asked, and firmly believes that real
experts know that they don't know some things
Tea/coffee and biscuits break at about 8.40.
Where: The Guildford Institute, Ward Street, Guildford, GU1 4LH
For further information, please phone David Simmonds (01483 800397) or Mike
Adams (01483 233324), or visit http://guildfordwoking.humanist.org.uk
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Launch of the Surrey Climate Commission
Surrey, like other parts of the country, must act to respond to the ever-increasing challenge of climate
change. With reducing resources facing local Government there is a need for a wider strategy to achieve the
necessary carbon reduction targets.
The Surrey Climate Commission is looking to meet this need by providing the necessary leadership and
direction from a joint venture formed from experts from the academic and business community, public
institutions and
Come and Hear More
Thu, 20 June 2019 | 17:30 – 20:00
WWF Living Planet Centre, Brewery Road, Woking, GU21 4LL
Q and A Panel, joined by Michael Goodman, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for the Environment
Lesley Crawley, Environmental Officer of the Diocese of Guildford and Louise Punter, CEO of Surrey Chambers
More information/register: Click here
Godalming Bahai Devotional
'Godalming Bahá'ís have changed their monthly Devotional & Discussion meetings to the 4th MONDAY of
each month, from 7.30 - 9.00 at the Godalming Pepperpot, beginning 24th June. All are welcome'
'Keep the Date'
'On Sunday 3rd November Bahá'ís will be celebrating the Twin Birthdays of the Báb and Bahá'u'lláh at
Broadwater Park Community Centre. Times to be confirmed'

Right up your Street: Faith’s response to Loneliness
Tuesday 2 July • 6pm-8pm
Loneliness and social isolation are increasingly being recognised as issues that must be tackled with urgency.
Faith groups have been undertaking work that addresses these issues for many years – but is there anything
they can do in order to be more effective? And is their work being recognised by the other agencies and
services that are now focusing their efforts on tackling loneliness? Find out more here/register

Guildford and Godalming Interfaith Forum Events 2019
Interfaith Walk: Thursday 18th July , walk around the University of Surrey and hear from
the Multi faith Chaplaincy Team.
Interfaith Service to mark Interfaith Week
Sunday 17th November, 3 pm—5pm, St Nicholas Church, Bury St, Guildford GU2 4AW
For more information please contact: Bernard Jones (Secretary)
T: 01483 424257 E: bernard.jones10@btinternet.com
GGIFF

Or Carolyn Neogi: E: carolynneogi@aol.com | T: 01483 415773
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Twelve Years to Save the Planet? (save the date)
SEEFF 2019 Annual Conference
University of Surrey, 16 September 2019, 10.30 am—3.30 pm
In 2016, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change commissioned a science-based report on climate
change. Last October, it reported that without major action, in 12 years-time our planet will be irrevocably
damaged.
During their climate protests in May 2019, the Group Extinction Rebellion called governments to “unite
behind the science” to bring a swift end to the emission of greenhouse gasses and destruction of ecosystems
around the world.
Pope John Paul II said that humans were put on the earth to look after everything on it. He said that God had
a plan, and that we should be living in harmony with our fellow creatures, with creation and with God.
Teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg has said: “The message is clearly not getting through…
This is not a single-generation job. It is humanity’s job.”
Drawing on these and other calls to action, SEEFF’s annual conference this year will be examining faith, belief
and non-faith perspectives on climate change, and the influence and impact that faith and non-faith groups
can and should have on the future of our planet.
We will be bringing speakers together from different beliefs and traditions, to offer us their insights into
attitudes to our common environment and responsibility for our planet. We are keen to hear from young
people, and will be asking how we can best work together to maximise those twelve precious years.
The conference will be of great interest to decision-makers in environment, education, crisis management
and the workplace, to faith leaders as well as the voluntary and community sector, Interfaith activists and
anyone with an interest in informed responsibility for our planet’s future.
Please see the attached Conference Flyer, Provisional Programme and Registration Information. There will
also be an opportunity to attend SEEFF’s AGM.
We have secured some significant speakers for our informative plenary sessions and also provide an
opportunity for you to attend the Q&A Panel Session where questions to be collected during lunch break (see
the Provisional Program attached for more information).
The Conference registration fee will be £10 inclusive of refreshment breaks and a vegetarian lunch. We will
also ask the attendees to sign a pledge to save the planet. Please complete the attached registration form and
submit as early as possible, but no later than Monday 2nd September 2019, to secure your place.

For more information or to register, please contact Kauser Akhtar,
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
South East England Faiths Forum
Website: www.se-faithforum.net | email: contact@se-faithforum.net

Surrey Faith Links c/o CET, Diocese of Guildford
Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Road, Guildford, GU2 7YF
T: 01483 790334, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
W: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk

