July 2019

“Doing good to others is not a duty. It is a joy, for it increases your own health
and happiness.”
(Zoroaster)
Some amazing events have taken place in Surrey including Refugee week
events, an interfaith football tournament and the launch of the Surrey Climate
Commission. Plans are being made for International Day of Peace and Interfaith
Week—information in this newsletter.
There will not be a newsletter in August as I am going on Pilgrimage, next one
out in September.
Kauser Akhtar
Faith Links Adviser
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
T: 01483 790334
W: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk

Connecting with God—Faith Perspectives
The Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum’s AGM on Tuesday 25th June at St John’s
Church, Walton on Thames, was followed by an event to hear faith perspectives
on connecting with God.
Anthony Sheppard from the North West Surrey Synagogue explained that not
every Jewish person believes in God;
however, the traditions of the Jewish faith
are considered important even to many
Jews who are atheists or not practising. He
emphasised the importance of community
and having connection with the community
for example, there are certain prayers
where a minimum number of people of
required—without the minimum, the
prayer cannot take place.
“The Rev Sarb Klair from St Nicholas Church in Thames Ditton spoke about how
our theology of God drives the way that we connect with God. For Christians,
who believe that God is triune (three persons, one God) connect through prayer

Any views and comments expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Diocese of Guildford or the Communities Engagement Team (CET).

Inside this issue:
Interfaith Football Tournament

2

You, me and those who came
before

3

Peace One Day

4

Interfaith Week 2019

4

Surrey Climate Commission

5

Faith & Cultural Awareness

5

Funding Opportunities

6

Upcoming Events

7

Main Faith Festivals in
July 2019
1st: Tir Jashan (Zoroastrian)
4th: Ratha Yatra (Hindu)
6/7th: Chokor (Buddhist)
8-17th: Fravardigan
(Zoroastrian)
10th: Anniversary of Martyrdom
of the Bab (Baha’i)
16th: Dhamma Day (Buddhist)
18th: No Ruz (Zoroastrian)
23rd: Khordad Sal (Zoroastrian)
23rd: Birthday of Haile Selassie
(Rastafarian)
For description of festivals
please visit: Religious Festivals
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which is to the Father through what Jesus has done empowered by the Holy Spirit indwelling all believers. For
the Christian, connecting with God is primarily through prayer (individual and corporate) is rooted in scripture
and based on what God has done for us in and through the death
of Jesus Christ. Prayer for the Christian is transformative, turning
our hearts more and more towards God to live, in joy, for Him
and to be guided daily by His voice.”
Kauser Akhtar from Shah Jahan Mosque, Woking spoke about
different ways Muslims connect with God, the 5 daily prayers
being at the core of a Muslims life. She explained how the
physical element reflected on what is recited and the state one
must be in while offering prayer to achieve proximity with God.
She also drew on other forms of worship and deeds that draw
one closer to God e.g. fasting, giving charity and service to
mankind.
There was a lively discussion and questions from the audience about the three faiths, which continued while
people ate food. Everyone attending contributed something for the food, which made it a beautiful and
delicious multi cultural meal. Food is always a good way to bring people together!
For more information and upcoming events from the Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum, please visit:
https://www.elmbridgemultifaith.org.uk/

Interfaith Football Tournament
On a changeable day weather-wise (Saturday 15th
June) 9 teams came together to play 6 - a - side
football at the Winston Churchill sports centre. There
were 3 Muslim teams, 3 Christian teams, 1 Refugee
team and 2 from the Big Leaf foundation.
A league system was adopted, and the teams played
many games which they did well to get through. There
were a couple of showers of rain but in general the
weather was reasonable to play in. The teams play for
a cup and a plate and the cup winners this year were Shah
Jahan and the plate winners were Emmaus Road Church.
Kayte Cable from the Big Leaf Foundation said: “I think that
kind of open, welcoming and non-labelling atmosphere of
community is not something readily available to some of our
young people, and we honestly appreciated the chance to be
part of it. While watching, I felt how much the day underlined
the power of sport, and in particular football, in giving people
to chance to inhabit a space in which division is pushed aside,
differences become irrelevant, and a sense of belonging and
shared endeavour is emphasised.”
The interfaith football tournament was organised by Woking People of Faith and is an annual event. For more
information please visit: www.wpof.org.uk

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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'You, Me and Those Who Came Before'
In partnership with Woking Borough Council, Woking People of Faith held their annual Refugee Week Event on
Tuesday 18th June at the HG Wells Conference & Events Centre. Approximately 200 people attended. Simon
Trick, WPoF Chair and Kauser Akhtar WPoF Trustee welcomed everyone and The ‘I Speak Music’ orchestra
opened the performances and had everyone singing along. Dance Woking performed, which included Ceyda
Tanc and the Amina Khayyam Dance Company. There was some moving poetry
from Shah Jahan Mosque.
Rami Merhi, a member of the orchestra, spoke about moving to Woking from
Syria in 2016 and working alongside the Advancing Artists program.
Artwork was displayed around the events centre by various community arts
groups who worked with Maria Lima. The Horsell Bangladeshi Women’s Group
closed with a fascinating talk on different saris, the specific occasions that they
would be worn and their significance.
The Mayor, Cllr Beryl Hunwicks, shared a
personal story about how a refugee family
had impacted her own family as well as
the positive welcome refugee families always receive from Woking
residents. A raffle was held and everyone enjoyed good conversations
over a delicious buffet meal.
Refugee Week takes place every year around World Refugee Day on the
20th June. In the UK, Refugee Week is a nationwide programme of arts,
cultural and educational events that celebrate the contribution of
refugees to the UK and encourages a better understanding between communities.
Refugee Week started in 1998 as a direct reaction to hostility in the
media and society in general towards refugees and asylum seekers. An
established part of the UK's cultural calendar, Refugee Week is now one
of the leading national initiatives working to counter this negative
climate, defending the importance of sanctuary and the benefits it can
bring to both refugees and host communities.
The aims of Refugee Week:
 Encourage a diverse range of events to be held throughout the UK

which facilitate positive encounters between refugees and the general
public to foster greater understanding and overcome hostility.
 Showcase the talent and expertise that refugees bring with them to

the UK.
 Explore new and creative ways of addressing the relevant issues and

reach beyond the refugee sector.
 Provide information which educates and raises awareness of the reality

of refugee experiences.
For more information please visit: https://refugeeweek.org.uk/
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20 YEARS OF PEACE ONE DAY
This Peace Day, Saturday 21 September 2019, marks 20 years since the launch of Peace One Day .

Interfaith Week 2019
the Inter Faith Network for the UK held its annual National Meeting, bringing together member organisations
as well as special guests to explore together the changing face of local inter faith dialogue and cooperation in
the UK. At this, the Inter Faith Week 2019 programme was launched, including the booklet Inter Faith Week:
Stories from 2018, Inspiration for 2019.
Inter Faith Week: Stories from 2018, Inspiration for 2019 is an illustrated report on Inter Faith Week 2018,
which was the tenth Week in England and Wales. It gives a flavour of the huge variety of activities which took
place to mark the Week and it also aims to inspire and encourage participation in the 2019 Week which runs
from Sunday 10 – Sunday 17 November.
In a special video message for the National Meeting, Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth, Minister for Faith, Ministry
for Housing, Communities and Local Government, said:
“I'd encourage everybody to get involved in Inter Faith Week this year in November. It provides a tremendous
opportunity to highlight the contribution of faith groups to society, and to encourage bridging beliefs and
backgrounds in our local communities."
You can download a copy of the report at: https://www.interfaithweek.org/resources/inter-faith-week-storiesfrom-2018-inspiration-for-2019. We will also be sending a hard copy plus a poster for the 2019 Week to each
member body next week. If you would not like either or both of those, please would you let Hannah Cassidy
know by 10am on Tuesday 9 July.
Taking part in Inter Faith Week
If you are interested in taking part in Inter Faith Week, the website www.interfaithweek.org contains a number
of other useful planning resources, including:
The Inter Faith Week Toolkit
Activity Ideas for different types of organisation
Publicity and branding pages, including badges for sale
Guides, including media tips, social media starter points and key messages
If you are considering taking part in Inter Faith Week 2019 and would like to discuss
your ideas with one of the Inter Faith Network team, please call 020 7730 0410 or
email ashley.beck@interfaith.org.uk
If you would like to use the Inter Faith Week branding on materials promoting the
Week, you can find these on the website’s branding page.

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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Launch of Surrey climate commission
The Surrey Climate Commission was launched on 20th June at the WWF headquarters in Woking.
Surrey, like other parts of the country, must act to respond to the ever-increasing challenge of climate change.
With reducing resources facing local Government there is a need for a wider strategy to achieve the necessary
carbon reduction targets.
The Surrey Climate Commission is looking to meet this need by
providing the necessary leadership and direction from a joint
venture formed from experts from the academic and business
community, public institutions and voluntary, community and
faith sector.

Richard Essex, Chair of Commission and host Gareth Redmond–
King, Head of Climate Change WWF introduced the event.
The need for transformation presented by:
Prof. Chris Rapley CBE, UCL Professor of climate science,
member of the Science Museum, London’s Advisory Board, and
Academia Europaea was the keynote speaker and explained the
need for transformation. He said, 'the planet will take care of
itself, but we must take action now to save mankind and other
species living on the planet'
Richard Murphy, Centre for Environment and Sustainability from
the University of Surrey spoke about a study they are doing an
‘evidence for action’.
Jonathan Essex, Surrey Councillor and GreenHouse Think Tank
spoke about raising ambition and rapidly reducing carbon
emissions across Surrey .
Sarah-Jane Chimbwandira, CEO of Surrey Wildlife Trust spoke about the contribution of Natural Capital
towards meeting targets.
Joy Aloor, Siemens Head of Sustainability spoke about opportunities and Challenges for business
Q and A Panel, joined by Michael Goodman, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for the Environment
Lesley Crawley, Environmental Officer of the Diocese of Guildford and Louise Punter, CEO of Surrey Chambers

Faith and Cultural Awareness Training for Staff & Volunteers
It has become evident in todays increasingly multicultural society that constructing and developing relations
between people of all faiths and none is important for work life as well as social cohesion.
Employers should have a basic level of knowledge of different faiths to get a better
understanding of staff/customer needs and requirements.
It is also good for staff to have some level of knowledge and awareness of faiths and
cultures for a better experience with the people they work with.
For more information or to organize a training session please contact:
Kauser Akhtar, Faith Links Adviser, T: 01483 790334,
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Strengthening Faith Institutions
Places of Worship Protective Security Funding Scheme
As part of the 2018 Hate Crime Action Plan refresh, the
fourth year of funding for the Places of Worship Protective
Security Funding Scheme is now open for applications.
Over the first three years of the scheme more than 130
places of worship have been awarded grants to install
measures such as protective alarms, security lighting and
access controls.
The Home Office have made improvements to this year’s scheme to make it easier for places of worship and
associated faith community centres to apply. This includes removing the need for applicants to find their own
quotes for security measures; instead applicants will benefit from a central supplier for assessments, quotes
and installation.
In addition the scheme now includes faith community centres, and broadened the eligibility criteria so that
applicants no longer need to show they have already experienced hate crime. Instead the test will be
vulnerability to hate crime.
The scheme is open to places of worship and associated faith community centres (we define this as a
community centre run by a place of worship or near a place of worship that is faith based, and where regular
worship takes place) across England and Wales.
For further details of the funding scheme and how to apply:
https://www.sfitogether.org/2018/06/11/places-of-worship-protective-security-funding-scheme/
SFI is here to support your application, please email: info@sfitogether.org

Inter Faith Youth Trust - Inter Faith Week grants
As in previous years, the Inter Faith Youth Trust will be making available a
special programme of grants for Inter Faith Week 2019. This year the
Trust will be awarding grants of up to £800. Grants are awarded for
proposals for inter-faith activities by children and young people from
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and other faiths and those of no
formal faith. The age range for young people is 11-25 years. Priority will
given to projects which actively involve young people in planning, running,
and evaluation of the project; promote positive action; and are run by
non-statutory organisations, such as youth clubs, scout/guide groups,
local voluntary and community organisations.

be

The application form can be downloaded at www.ifyouthtrust.org.uk/.
The deadline for the submission of forms is 24 August

www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum Events 2019
Saturday 12th October: Evening Gala/Cultural Celebration
There will be performances of drummers, an orchestra (small) and a Jewish group. This is a free event,
however confirmation of attendance is required for catering purposes. (Donations welcome)
6.00 pm at St John’s Church, 1 The Furrows, Walton-on Thames, Surrey, KT12 3JQ

Saturday 19th October: West London Synagogue Open Day
EMF will organise a coach, £15 per person, please contact Geoff Morris: geoffreymorris@emas-bc.co.uk
Tuesday 12th November: From India to Woking – The role of Indian Army in WW1
The Commonwealth contribution, Indian Army and the Muslim contribution specifically including the history
of Muslim Burial Ground and installation of the Peace Garden.
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm start, St Andrews Church, Church Gate House, Downside Bridge Rd, Cobham KT11 3EJ
All welcome
For more information please email:

Secretary: Kauser.Akhtar@cofefeguildford.org.uk
For more information please visit: https://www.elmbridgemultifaith.org.uk/

Woking People of Faith Events 2019
Last Post Multi-Faith Service: Sunday 4th August, 2pm, Brookwood Cemetery, Dawney Hill, GU24 0JB
Programme:
1.45pm Meet at main entrance via A324 (next to Canada Building)
2.00pm – 2.45pm Guided tour of American Military Cemetery by American Battle Monuments Commission
(ABMC)
2.45pm – 3.30pm Congregate at Air Force Memorial to participate in a Multi – Faith Service by Brookwood
Last Post Association.
3.30pm – 4.00pm Refreshments at Trench Experience
International Day of Peace (20th Anniversary): Saturday 21st September, 12 noon - 1pm, Mercia Walk,
Woking. This year’s theme for the Peace Day Competition is the meeting between St
Francis Assisi and Sultan Al Kamil; it is the 800th anniversary of the historical
encounter.
Prayer Vigil: Sunday 13th October, URC Church, White Rose Lane, Woking,
More information E: administrator@wpof.org.uk Or visit: www.wpof.org.uk
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Co-production Open Session - 23 July
Would you like to be part of a group that works in partnership with Mary Frances Trust to design courses,
activities, events and services that support people's mental health and emotional wellbeing in Surrey?
Would you like to influence the direction that our mental health charity takes, going forward?
Have you heard about Co-production but are not sure what it is?
Come and join us for an evening of tea, cake and conversation about what it is like to be part of our Advisory
Group!
Date: Tuesday 23 July
Time: 6.30pm-8pm
Location: Mary Frances Trust Office
1, The Quintet, Churchfield Road, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2TZ
If you'd like to join us, please RSVP to Jo Cranfield, Co-Production and Community Engagement Worker, Mary
Frances Trust at jo@maryfrancestrust.org or on 07472 811 863.

War and Peace in Surrey: 1914 - 1919
Saturday 20 July,
11am - 4.30pm,
Dorking Halls
Dorking, RH4 1SG
Free entry, all welcome!

A century on from Britain’s ‘Peace Day’, when the nation celebrated the official end of World War 1, join us to
explore Surrey’s wartime people and communities. Browse our exhibitions, listen to talks, and experience the
sights and sounds of wartime Surrey through film, a sound installation, re-enactments and children’s
activities.
Surrey in the Great War: A County Remembers aims to discover and share the stories of Surrey’s people and
places on the home front. We’ve been exploring the role of the county’s women, the treatment of the
wounded, conscientious objection, rationing and shortages, industry and war work, anti-invasion measures
and more.
Come and enjoy displays showcasing the work of our volunteers & partners from across Surrey, children’s
activities (including mini-digs with Surrey County Archaeological Unit), and WW1 Surrey on film.
Don’t miss this showcase of four years’ worth of poignant & fascinating discoveries!
On Saturday 9 November join us to celebrate the launch of a book that tells the enthralling story of Home
Front Surrey, 'In the Shadow of the Great War: Surrey 1914-1922' More details:
www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/war-and-peace-in-surrey-1914-1919/
www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk
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FREE Community First Aid Training - British Red Cross / Surrey Prepared
Surrey Prepared and the British Red Cross are offering residents in Surrey, who have an interest in supporting
their community, a chance to learn first aid skills which could help save a life.
Suitable for beginners or those with existing knowledge, these relaxed and informal sessions are designed to
give people the confidence and ability to react immediately to an incident, injury or illness.
Please book from one of the following two-hour sessions at the venue nearest to you:
Guildford Monday 22 July 2019 – 18:30-20:30. Location – Guildford Fire Station.
Reigate Tuesday 17 September 2019 – 18:30-20:30. Exact location to be confirmed.
Chertsey Wednesday 23 October 2019– 18:30-20:30pm. Exact location to be confirmed

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-community-first-aid-training-british-red-cross-surrey-prepared-tickets63980574621

Surrey Fire and Rescue Service open day
Surrey Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) will open its doors to the public on Saturday 20 July 2019 at its
headquarters in Reigate.
The popular event is a fun and informative day for children and adults alike, and was attended by over 4,000
people last year.
Activities this year include:
 Meet firefighters and see vehicles and equipment including old and new fire engines, boats, aerial ladders,
water carriers and military vehicles
 Activities for children including fire engine rides, hose squirting, bouncy castles, mini fire engines, colouring
and giveaways
 Refreshments including hot food stands and ice creams
 Demonstrations including firefighting through the ages, road traffic collisions, fire service dogs, CPR and
rescues at height


The open day runs from 10am to 4pm at SFRS HQ, Croydon Road, Reigate, RH2 0EJ. Please note for safety
reasons there won’t be any parking on site except for exhibitors and blue badge parking.
For more information and parking details:
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/fire-and-rescue/locations/headquarters

Guildford and Godalming Interfaith Forum Events 2019
Interfaith Walk: Thursday 18th July , walk around the University of Surrey and hear from
the Multi faith Chaplaincy Team.
Interfaith Service to mark Interfaith Week
Sunday 17th November, 3 pm—5pm, St Nicholas Church, Bury St, Guildford GU2 4AW
For more information please contact: Bernard Jones (Secretary)
T: 01483 424257 E: bernard.jones10@btinternet.com
Or Carolyn Neogi: E: carolynneogi@aol.com | T: 01483 415773

GGIFF
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Twelve Years to Save the Planet? (save the date)
SEEFF 2019 Annual Conference
University of Surrey, 16 September 2019, 10.30 am—3.30 pm
In 2016, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change commissioned a science-based report on climate
change. Last October, it reported that without major action, in 12 years-time our planet will be irrevocably
damaged.
During their climate protests in May 2019, the Group Extinction Rebellion called governments to “unite
behind the science” to bring a swift end to the emission of greenhouse gasses and destruction of ecosystems
around the world.
Pope John Paul II said that humans were put on the earth to look after everything on it. He said that God had
a plan, and that we should be living in harmony with our fellow creatures, with creation and with God.
Teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg has said: “The message is clearly not getting through…
This is not a single-generation job. It is humanity’s job.”
Drawing on these and other calls to action, SEEFF’s annual conference this year will be examining faith, belief
and non-faith perspectives on climate change, and the influence and impact that faith and non-faith groups
can and should have on the future of our planet.
We will be bringing speakers together from different beliefs and traditions, to offer us their insights into
attitudes to our common environment and responsibility for our planet. We are keen to hear from young
people, and will be asking how we can best work together to maximise those twelve precious years.
The conference will be of great interest to decision-makers in environment, education, crisis management
and the workplace, to faith leaders as well as the voluntary and community sector, Interfaith activists and
anyone with an interest in informed responsibility for our planet’s future.
Please see the attached Conference Flyer, Provisional Programme and Registration Information. There will
also be an opportunity to attend SEEFF’s AGM.
We have secured some significant speakers for our informative plenary sessions and also provide an
opportunity for you to attend the Q&A Panel Session where questions to be collected during lunch break (see
the Provisional Program attached for more information).
The Conference registration fee will be £10 inclusive of refreshment breaks and a vegetarian lunch. We will
also ask the attendees to sign a pledge to save the planet. Please complete the attached registration form and
submit as early as possible, but no later than Monday 2nd September 2019, to secure your place.

For more information or to register, please contact Kauser Akhtar,
E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
South East England Faiths Forum
Website: www.se-faithforum.net | email: contact@se-faithforum.net

Surrey Faith Links c/o CET, Diocese of Guildford
Church House Guildford, 20 Alan Turing Road, Guildford, GU2 7YF
T: 01483 790334, E: Kauser.Akhtar@cofeguildford.org.uk
W: www.surreyfaithlinks.org.uk

